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— THE COURSE OF THE TRIAL — 



Thursday, November 20, 1952 



Morning — Opening of the Trial 
Afternoon — SLANSKY l 

Evening — Witnesses 



Josef Vondracek 
Dr. Vaclav Vlk 
Dr. Eduard Goldstuecker 
Dr. Pavel Kavan 
Mordecai Oren 
Jaromir Kopecky 
Oskar Langer 
Andela Kankovska 



Friday, November 21, 1952 

Morning — GEMINDER 

Witnesses 

Reiman 
Klinger 

Afternoon — CLEMENTIS 

Evening — Witnesses 

Jaroslav Jircik 
Novomesky 
Ivan Horvath 



Morning 




Saturday, November 22, 1952 

-CLEMENTIS (cont.) 
LONDON 
HAJDU 
Witnesses 

Karel Dufek 
Vlastimil Borek 



Afternoon — SIMONE 
Evening — FREJKA 

Sunday, November 23, 1952 
Morning — Witnesses 

Ivan Holy 
Bedrich Hajek 
Jancik (Jung) 

FRANK 

Witness 

Marie Svermova 

Evening — EVZEN LOEBL 

Witnesses 

Dagmar Kacerovska 
Josef Ha j man 

Monday, November 24, 1952 
Morning — RUDOLF MARGOLIUS 

OTTO FISCHL 
Afternoon — SLING 

Witnesses 

Voska 

Vaclav Pacak 

Hanus Lieben-Lomsky 

Tuesday, November 25, 1952 
Morning — SVAB 

Witnesses 

Osvald Zavodsky 
Vera Hloskova 
Oscar Valasek 
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Afternoon — REICIN 
Evening — Witnesses 



Gustav Freisleben 
Vladmir Horsky 
Vilem Novy 
Simon Orenstein 
Gusta Fucikova 



Wednesday, November 26, 1952 

Morning — Hearing of experts on planning, for- 
eign trade and finance: 

1. Josef Pucik — Chairman of the 

State Planning Office 

2. Jan Soucek — Deputy Minister for 

Foreign Trade 

3. Josef Cekal — Deputy to the Di- 

rector of the Control Depart- 
ment of the State Bank 
Dr. Urvalek, Chief Prosecutor 
Afternoon — Defense Counsels: Dr. Bartos, Dr. 
Posmura, Dr. Ruzicka, Dr. Synek 
Final Statements of the Accused 
Thursday, November 27, 1952 
Morning — Sentencing 
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NOVEMBER 20, 1952 — FIRST DAY OF THE 
TRIAL — MORNING SESSION 

On November 20, 1952, at 0900 hours court 
proceedings started before the Senate of the 
State Court in Prague against the leadership of 
the Anti-State Conspiratorial Center headed by 
Rudolf Slansky. The Court consisted of: Chair- 
man, Dr. Jaroslav Novak; Prosecutor, Dr. Josef 
Urvalek. The prosecution was further repre- 
sented by Prosecutors Vaclav Ales, Miroslav Ko- 
la j a and Frantisek Hanzl. 

Shortly before 0900 hours, the accused were 
brought into the courtroom. The working peo- 
ple's representatives who filled the courtroom 
with disgust — even with deep contempt — at the 
faces of the accused, the imperialist mercenaries 
whose dirty plans were foiled in time! 

At 0900 hours the Prosecutors took their seats. 
The gathering rose to its feet when the State 
Court, consisting of five judges presided over by 
Dr. Novak, entered the courtroom. Dr. Novak 
opened the trial: "Be seated. I herewith open 
the trial before the State Court of the accused 
Rudolf Slansky and his partners for crimes of 
high treason, espionage, military treason, and 
sabotage." He read off the names and former 
positions held by the accused: 
Rudolf Slansky, former Deputy Prime Minister 
and former Secretary General of the Cen- 
tral Committee of the Communist Party. 
Bedrich Geminder, former Chief of the In- 
ternational Department of the Central Com- 
mittee's Secretariat. 
Ludvik Frejka, former Chairman of the Na- 
tional Economic Branch in the office of the 
President of the Republic. 



Josef Frank, former Deputy of the Secretary 
General of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party. 

Vladimir Clementis, former Minister of For- 
eign Affairs. 

Bedrich Reicin, former Deputy to the Minister 
of National Defense. 

Karel Svab, former Deputy to the Minister of 
National Security. 

Arthur London, former Deputy to the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs. 

Vavro Hajdu, former Deputy to the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs. 

Evzen Loebl, former Deputy to the Minister of 
Foreign Trade. L , ,. 

Rudolf Margolius, also former Deputy to the 
Minister of Foreign Trade. . 

Otto Fischl, former Deputy to the Minister of 

Otto Sling, former Deputy to the Minister of 
Finance, Secretary of the Communist Party 
in Brno. , ^ 

Andre Simone, former editor of Rude Pravo. 

The presiding judge then announced: "As de- 
fending counsels of the accused, the following 
have been officially appointed: "Dr. Vladimir 
Bartos, to defend the accused Slansky and Mar- 
golius; Dr. Vojtech Posmura, for the accused 
Geminder, Svab, and Loebl; Dr. Jiri Stastny, for 
the accused Frank, Clementis, and Reicin; Dr. 
Vaclav Synek, for the accused Fischl, Hajdu, and 
Sling; Dr. Jaromir Ruzicka for the accused 
Frejka, London, and Simone. I draw the atten- 
tion of the accused to the fact that it is in their 
own interest to follow the contents of the indict- 
ment as well as the proceedings of the trial. 
They also have the right to make a statement 
about each item of evidence. 



"It is necessary to point out to them that one 
of the most important extenuating circumstances 
to be considered when sentences are passed, in 
case they are found guilty, is a full and penitent 
confession. Otherwise, the accused can natural- 
ly conduct the defense as they think fit. I will 
now ask the Chief Prosecutor to read the in- 
dictment." 

The Chief Prosecutor then read individual 
chapters of the indictment. His concluding re- 
marks were these: 

"Thus, it is irrefutably proven that the ac- 
cused, headed by Slansky, committed the most 
serious crimes against the State and the people. 
There is no worse crime than treason against 
the Fatherland and the Nation, whoever com- 
mits it. 

"The treachery and danger of attacking the 
freedom, sovereignty, and independence of the 
Fatherland planned by these criminals is all the 
greater because they abused their membership 
in the Czechoslovak Communist Party, they mis- 
used the trust of our working people's party, 
misused the high official positions entrusted to 
them, and joined hands with our bitterest ene- 
mies — the U.S. imperialists and their lackeys — 
in order that our Fatherland might be thrown 
into the shackles of capitalism. 

"They could only carry out their criminal 
activities by pretending to approve of the pro- 
gram and policy of the Communist Party and 
by masking themselves cleverly so that they 
would not be found out. Even after some mem- 
bers of the Anti-State Conspiratorial Center were 
unmasked and imprisoned, the crafty double 
dealer Rudolf Slansky tried to divert attention 
from himself as head of the conspiracy, by pre- 
tending that he himself was to be the victim 
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of the subversive activities of Sling, Svermova, 
and others. 

"However, although the conspirators headed 
by Slansky succeeded in occupying important 
posts in the organs of the Party and the State, 
from which they could dangerously threaten the 
Republic, the People's Democratic regime, and 
the Socialist edifice, they did not succeed — as 
did Tito in Yugoslavia — in controlling the high- 
est organs of the Party and the State, usurping 
power, and thus realizing their criminal inten- 
tions. They failed, thanks to the vigilance and 
watchfulness, coupled with determination, of the 
leader of the Czechoslovak people, Comrade 
Klement Gottwald; thanks to the solidarity and 
unity of the Communist Party Central Committee 
around Comrade Gottwald; and thanks to the 
unwaivering faithfulness and devotion of all the 
Czechoslovak people to the Party." 

NOVEMBER 20, 1952 — AFTERNOON SESSION 

The afternoon session began with an examina- 
tion of the chief accused, Slansky. 

Presiding Judge: "Accused Slansky, step be- 
fore the microphone. Are you guilty of the 
four described criminal acts?" 

Slansky: "Yes." 

Presiding Judge: "The first crime is espi- 
onage." 

Slansky: "Yes." 

Presiding Judge: "High treason." 

Slansky: "Yes." 

Presiding Judge: "Sabotage." 

Slansky: "Yes." 

Presiding Judge: "Military treason." 

Slansky: "Yes." 

Presiding Judge: "Will you please tell us in 
what respect you admit your guilt?" 



Slansky (speaking slowly and haltingly in a 
hushed voice) : "I fully admit my guilt and I wish 
to describe in detail and truthfully everything 
I have done. I have done serious wrong so far 
as the interests of the Czechoslovak people are 
concerned. By right, I am judged by this court, 
by the people's democratic court, by right I am 
forced to answer to charges today before all 
the Czechoslovak people and also before all 
democratic peoples of the world. In my testi- 
mony, therefore, I shall spare neither myself 
nor my partners. 

"Above all I shall not spare myself, because 
I, as one of the most important officials of the 
Communist Party, misused this great trust in- 
vested in me by the Communist Party and the 
Czechoslovak people, whose great achievements, 
gained since 1945, I have threatened through my 
activities. 

"First of all I wish to confess my guilt that, 
as the enemy of the Communist Party and the 
people's democratic regime, I formed the Anti- 
State Conspiratorial Center at the head of 
which I stood for several years. In this center 
of ours I concentrated a number of various 
capitalist and bourgeois-nationalist elements. 

"My collaborators became agents of imperi- 
alist espionage services, that is, of the French, 
English, and particularly the American services, 
and carried out hostile activities serving the 
interests of the American and English imperi- 
alists, who aimed at liquidating the people's 
democratic order, restoring capitalism, and ef- 
fecting a reorientation of Czechoslovak foreign 
policy in favor of the Western canitalist powers. 
I carried out hostile activities within the Czech- 
oslovak Communist Party — in the economic, 
foreign, security, and other sectors. We worked 
for complete seizure of power in the Party and 



State to enable us to restore capitalism and to 
liquidate the people's democratic order. 

"I admit that I established contact and rela- 
tions with Konni Zilliacus, a representative of the 
4 Anglo-U.S. imperialists and of their espionage 

service, who interfered in the internal affairs of 
Czechoslovakia. I also admit that at the time 
of the Slovak rising, when I was sent to Slovakia 
by the Moscow leadership of the Party, I en- 
gaged in hostile activities, supported the in- 
terests of the Anglo-U.S. imperialists and of the 
Benes Government in London, and betrayed the 
interests of the Czechoslovak people. Finally, I 
admit my responsibility for the death of Jan 
Sverma." 

Presiding judge: "How is it that you, who 
have been a member of the Czechoslovak Com- 
munist Party for 30 years, could become a serv- 
ant of the imperialists and the organizer and 
leader of a conspiracy against the Czechoslovak 
People's Democratic Republic?" 

Slansky: "I came from a bourgeois family of 
a rich village merchant and this had influenced 
my personal traits and character. In 1921 I 
joined the Communist Party, still burdened with 
petty bourgeois opinions, which I never aban- 
doned. This prevented me from becoming a 
real Communist. Therefore I did not act as a 
Communist, and I did not fulfill honorably the 
duties arising from my membership in the Com- 
munist Party. 

"At the very beginning of my activities in the 
Communist Party I became guilty of small and 
gradually more serious opportunist deviations to 
the right and left. I moved away from the 
Party line, I wavered and behaved like an op- 
portunist. I behaved as an opportunist when I 
faced the police and courts of the first bour- 
geois Republic. In 1927, when I was Regional 
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Party Secretary in Moravska Ostrava, I ex- 
pressed Trotskyite opinions and took up a Trot- 
skyite point of view. In 1935 I became an op- 
portunist. 

"I avoided exposure for so long by masking 
my hostile activities and acting politically in a 
two-faced manner. In public I played the part 
of a supporter of the Bolshevik line of the Party, 
while in reality I had abandoned the Bolshevik 
position. This is how I became an enemy of 
the Communist Party, an agent of the bour- 
geoisie, and that is why I did not really fight 
against the capitalists in defense of working 
class interests. This explains why, in the end, 
I came to fight actively against the Communist 
Party and the people's democratic order." 

Presiding Judge: "I therefore put it to you 
that you never became and never were a real 
Communist." 

Slansky: "Yes." 

The Presiding Judge then asked Slansky when 
he had taken up the active struggle against the 
Communist Party. 

Slansky: "In 1944, when the Moscow Party 
leadership sent me to the Ukrainian partisan 
staff as Czechoslovak political representative to 
organize the partisan movement in Czechoslo- 
vakia. At that time I established contact with 
an Anglo-U.S. agent, the former General Pika, 
and I followed his policy of betrayal of the 
Czechoslovak people: the Western imperialist line 
supported by the Benes Emigre Government, 
which aimed at using the Slovak national rising 
for the interests of the bourgeoisie." 

(Slansky then admitted to 'cowardly and op- 
portunist' behavior on occasions when he faced 
the police and courts of prewar Czechoslovakia.) 

Presiding Judge: "Here is a protocol signed by 
you on July 8, 1924, on the occasion of a search 
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of your flat, where you offer information about 
a Communist student organization to the Police 
Commissioner instead of protesting against the 
search. Is this the sort of case you had in 
mind?" x M x . . 

Slansky: "Yes, this is the sort of case I had 
in mind." ■ . 

Presiding Judge: "I also have another protocol 
from which it seems that on January 12, 1925, 
before the Examining Magistrate of the Prague 
Provincial Court, you abandoned your Commu- 
nist ideas. Is this a similar case?" 
Slansky: "Yes." 

(The Judge then read parts of a letter written 
by Slansky in humble language appealing to the 
"bourgeois court" to postpone his sentence.) 

Presiding Judge: "All this means that at the 
beginning of your political activity you behaved 
like a coward and an opportunist, and not like 
a Communist?" 
Slansky: "Yes."' *,_.„,* 

Slansky then explained the origin of his Trot- 
skyite views, which had been prompted by the 
actions of Zinoviev and other Trotskyites: "At 
the time I expressed doubts about the policy of 
the Comintern with regard to the Chinese ques- 
tion, and I leaned toward Trotskyite opinions. 
The Judge then told Slansky that "the no- 
torious Trotskyite Evzen Klinger says in his 
deposition that he knew you as a Trotskyite m 
1927." Slansky admitted that Klinger had been 
in a position to know his views, as he had coop- 
erated with him and had helped him to an 
important position in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. He had done this in full knowledge of 
Klinger's Trotskyite views. 

The Judge then read from Slansky's prewar 
police record, where the fact of his Trotskyite 
connections had been noted in 1928, and Slansky 
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admitted that he had told the police that he 
had shouted "Long Live Trotsky!" in public in 
October 1927. - ■ • ■ ■ 

Describing his opportunistic activities, Slansky 
said that in 1935 he tried to "influence the 
Party to cooperate with reformist leaders and 
with Benes, who were agents of the bourgeoisie. 
I did not follow the correct party line of mobi- 
lizing the working class . . . because I wanted 
to influence the reformist leaders for common ac- 
tion, at least in some questions." 

Presiding Judge: "What happened on the oc- 
casion of the election to the Presidency?" 

Slansky: "Here, too, I failed to direct the 
Party toward the mobilization of the working 
population." 

Judge: "What happened concerning the 
Czechoslovak-Soviet treaty?" 

Slansky: "At the time this treaty was con- 
cluded I propagated the illusion that Benes was 
an honest friend of the Soviet Union, although 
he was an imperialist agent. By this activity 
I made more difficult the Party's fight against 
reaction and fascism, I undermined the Party's 
mobility, and I aided the reformist leaders and 
the reactionary bourgeoisie, which even then 
was thinking in terms of the Munich betrayal." 

Judge: "This means that you, in fact, also 
assisted the imperialist agent Benes." 

Slansky: "Yes, I personally assisted the im- 
perialist agent Benes." 

Judge: "Your work as an agent of the bour- 
geoisie inside the Communist Party was fully 
acknowledged by Benes, as well as by his closest 
cooperators. Benes' agent and collaborator, 
Hubert Ripka, on the day of Czechoslovakia's 
occupation by Germany, included you in a list 
of Benes' followers for which he had organized, 
in agreement with Benes, the escape to the West. 
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We have here this list, found in »^* J* ^* 
where vour name appears together with those 
W ^ • o «Sr of well-known reactionaries." 

starX* "Yes I la£w this list, and it proves 
Bene?and his associates wanted me to join the 
2S£esta the West so they could make use of 

™& t ^*tei&r accompanying the list of 

Five of wSon Churchill. The British Legation 
in Prague gave instructions for your assistance. 
All tSlshfwI that Ripka's and Be ^gtggste 

a, SSX: %%% «£ fife by the docu- 

m Thfs TnTendefheVot the British Legation, 
however had come too late, continued the Judge 
At that time Slansky had already been m the 
Soviet Union, where he had gone as an agent 
nf tv^P bourgeoisie and enemy of the Party. 
The Judge^Sed Slansky about his methods of 
fitting against the Party and against the 
Slechollovlk people during his stay in the 

U ^?Askv described how in 1944 he was sent by 
the MoTcow leadership of the Party to the par- 
tisans leneral staff in the Ukraine in order to 
oreanizl groups of partisans which were to be 
cffffrnm the Soviet Union to Czechoslovakia. 
TWs tXeSrusTedto £m by the Party Slansky 
betrayed' by establishing . contacte with the 
"An pin- American agent, the former .. uener<*i 
pfklfthiXen Czechoslovak military attache in 

Moscow." 



Slansky informed Pika about problems_ con- 
nected with the partisan movement. Before 
Ksky left for Slovakia, Pika asked him ^ to 
arrange that the partisan units should come 
unS the then Czechoslovak military command 
h? Banska Bystrica, headed by General Golian 
Slansky admitted that he promised Pika to make 
the arrangements accordingly: 

"By this action I sabotaged the directives 
given to me by the Party." It was Pikas in- 
tention to bring the partisan u^ s ™ ff dt * 
Golian's reactionary command, thus enabling it 
to control and direct the activities of the Parti- 
sans. Pika wanted, in the interest of the 
Anglo-American imperialists and of Benes 
London government, to reduce as much as pos- 
sible the influence of the partisans upon the 
Slovak national rising, so the bourgeoisie could 
make use of the rising for the strengthening of 
its own position and influence. 

Here the Presiding Judge remarked that 
Slansky's cooperation with the ''Anglo-American 
agent Pika" was proved by a letter which the 
"Ipy Pika" had sent on Sept. 28, 1944, to the 
former Minister in the emigre government, the 
"traitor General Ingr," in London. In this let- 
ter Pika confirmed that his cooperation with 
Slansky was very good and that Slansky had 
promised to implement all Pika's directives. 

Slansky stated that his cooperation with 
Pika represented "a complete betrayal of the 
interests of the people of Czechoslovakia. 

Slansky proceeded to describe how, in Slo- 
vakia, where he arrived at the end of September 
1944, he cooperated with various "unreliable, hos- 
tile, bourgeois nationalist elements." He estab- 
lished contact withJ^hjLmU.kausman, an agent 
of the Anglo-Amencan^mpenalists, whom he 
aided in performing his political work. He had 
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also abetted the reactionary work of the Golian 
command, which failed to supply the partisans 
with adequate equipment. He also kept silent 
in the face of a "slander campaign" conducted 
by reactionary army officers against the parti- 
sans. , 

Judge: "You have not yet mentioned another 
very serious crime you committed at the time 
of the Slovak national rising." 

Slansky: "I have already said I committed a 
grave crime in connection with the death of Jan 
Sverma." 

Judge: "Whom did Sverma represent in Slor 
vakia and what were your relations with him?" 

Slansky: "Sverma arrived in Slovakia with 
me as the political representative of the Moscow 
leadership of the Communist Party. He was 
one of the leading workers in the Communist 
Party and a close associate of the Party chair- 
man, Gottwald. In Slovakia he helped to safe- 
guard the progressive and democratic interests 
of the national rising. He assisted the Slovak 
people in their struggle against the Hitlerite 
invaders. After the suppression of the rising he 
withdrew with the partisans to the mountains 
in order to continue the fight. While Sverma 
firmly stood by the principles of the Party I had 
adopted a hostile attitude, having joined the 
other camp, where I acted as Sverma's political 
opponent." 

The Judge then asked Slansky to describe 
Sverma's death. 

Slansky: "It happened on November 10, 1944, 
during a march from the Chabenec Mountain in 
the low Tatras. On that day I failed to do all 
I could have done to save Sverma's life. Before 
the beginning of the march I had not given 
Sverma, who was of a physically weak constitu- 
tion, sufficient cover. I had failed to make 
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arrangements to help him. At the beginning of 
the snowstorm Sverma walked slowly and was 
frequently forced to rest. This was also due to 
the fact that his boots were too small.; He had 
been forced to put on these boots after he had 
lost his own pair. 

"When the snowstorm rose, Sverma fell be- 
hind and I did not arrange for assistance for 
him. I feel, therefore, that I am responsible 
for Sverma's death and I admit this responsi- 
bility." 

Slansky admitted that it would have been his 
duty to send a party of partisans to help Sverma. 
Sverma's death considerably weakened the posi- 
tion of the Slovaks and was a great loss to the 
Party and to the nation's fight for liberation. 
It was also a great loss to the present national 
reconstruction effort. 

"Since I was in the hostile camp, Sverma's 
death assisted these hostile interests, and after 
his death my own hostile activities could no 
longer be so closely watched as could have been 
done by Sverma. Thus his death made it easier 
for me to continue in my hostile work " 

The Judge then produced a pocket watch stolen 
from Sverma's body by one Sebesta, who was 
present when Sverma died. The Judge said that 
this man and other participants of that march 
m the mountains confirmed Slansky's respon- 
sibility for Sverma's death. Slansky affirmed 
that these witnesses were correct in making him 
responsible for Sverma's death. 
■ The Prosecutor then asked Slansky what he 
had done to cover up his hostile activities in 
Slovakia, in his capacity as Secretary General of 
the Communist Party. 

Slansky said he had pretended to the Party 
that he had fulfilled the tasks entrusted to him 
and he had also claimed various services he had 
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alleeedlv rendered to the Slovak rising. He had 
feen tolt that he was given publicity .among ; the 
partisans, and he had concealed his hostile worfc 
in order to be able to continue it. 

After the liberation of Czechoslovakia, he had 
moused his position as Secretary General to 
rS various hostile elements in important posi- 
Sons in the political and economic administration 
and in the Party, thus forming a center of con- 
vey These people included many who had 
sgent toe war in exile, especially m Great Brit- 
ain mostlv of bourgeois origin; Western lntelli- 
Senc? services had recruited their agents from 
Imong thS C g?oup and had used them after their 
?etu?n to Czechoslovakia. The imperialists had 
used various methods for recruiting the agents _ 
in Great Britain, for example, they had formed 
a cover organization, a trust fund, financing em- 
igres and thereby enlisting them as agents. 

"I found myself on the same platform with 
these enemies and placed them in various im- 
portant pSts in the State administration and m 
the Part?. Holding a high position in the Com- 
munist Party, I came to assume the lead of this 
Anti-State Conspiratorial Center. 

Asked for whom he had procured such impor- 
tant ! postT sTansky named the followmg: Gem- 
inderr"a Jewish bourgeois nationalist Mane 
Svermova, "a Czech bourgeois nationalist" ; Josef 
Frank; Frejka, who had cooperated with British 
imperialist circles during the war; Svab » and 
Pavel, who had become heads of the security 
department of the Party secretariat; Sling an 
agent of the Anglo-U.S. imperialists' ; Mikulas 
jlnda, who was given a job in Usti-on-Elbe, 
Viteslav Fuchs, who was found in a post m Os- 
trava; Hanus Lomsky, who was placed m Pilsen, 
and others not named. 
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All these were given positions 'W^f 6 Party 
apparatus, while others were found posts m tne 
state and Economic Administration. In this en- 
deavor S^ns^^ most effectively supported by 
Frlnk and Frejka, the latter combining a number 
of functions ; In 'the general secretariat with 
others in the State administration, thereby find- 
ing it easier to place numerous enemies withm 
the economic organization. ™i™Qtrif«5 

Among those placed in the economic ministries 
sianskv named Fischl, who cooperated with the 
nSs during ; the occupation; Margolms and 
SSSS '?SSfrialist agents"; Edouard °. u t ra .l a ' 
Dhector of the Brno Zbrojovka Works during the 
first Republic, Minister in the gove r nment-m- 
exile of Dr. Benes in London, later Secretary 
General of the State Economic Council of the 
Prague government, and finally Deputy cnair 
man of the State Planning Office; Josei GoM- 
mann, who became an agent of the 'British lm 
nprialists during the war and later Deputy 
Chahman of tfa! State Planning Office, as well 

aS SlanSy also admitted placing other enemies in 
different ministries, such as Svab and PaVel in 
the Ministry of the Interior, Olementas, m^J 
Foreign Ministry, who assumed an anti-Soviet 
atStude as early as 1939 and later collaborated 
with Dr. Benes and with the French and other 
intellieence services; Reicin, an agent of the 
G^eftapo and of Hthe Anglo-U.S. Intelligence Serv- 
Se as well as of Tito — He, with Slansky's help, 
be e came W Deputy Minister ofbefense and c^abo 
rated with various enemies, such as Orenerai 
Bocek Sd i others. Slansky alsc -named Simone 
"a typical cosmopolitan and agent of the Frencn 
Intelligence Service ... . these people ^rmed the 
leaders of the conspiracy." Slansky was askea 
how he had bound these people m loyalty to his 
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conspiratorial activities. He replied that they 
all realized that they owed their positions to him, 
that he knew their "shady past" and had never- 
theless promoted them to their posts. 

Slansky was then confronted with a variety of 
documents in possession of the court, produced 
to illustrate his "methods of recruitment." The 
first incriminated Svab of criminal activities in 
a concentration camp at Slansky's instructions. 
Slansky admitted this. 

The second listed Frank as a war criminal, 
wanted for collaboration with the Nazis in con- 
centration camps. Frank had testified that he 
was bound in gratitude to Slansky for having 
covered up these activities. The document in 
which Frank was named was an international list 
of war criminals, written in English, and con- 
taining his name as Number 148. Slansky ad- 
mitted this. 

The third document proved the hostile activi- 
ties of Fischl. The fourth proved Slansky's 
agreement to Fischl's receiving an important 
post. Slansky admitted that during the pretrial 
investigations the documents had been shown to 
him. 

The fifth paper proved the hostile work of 
Simone, and the sixth was a letter by Slansky to 
the Titoite Minister, Djilas, asking for all possible 
help for Simone on his trip to Yugoslavia. Slan- 
sky pleaded guilty to having secured an impor- 
tant official post for him. 

The seventh paper showed that the Party 
screening commission had described Sling as a 
"superficial idler and shirker in Party work, as 
well as a director"; Slansky had, nevertheless, 
written to the Brno Party Secretariat that that 
was not an official judgment of the General Sec- 
retariat. Slansky pleaded guilty to this. 
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The Prosecutor next asked Slansky to explain 
how his Conspiratorial Center "was linked with 
the Western imperialist powers or imperialist 
circles and in what manner these circles directed 
the activities of the Center." . 

Slansky said one link had been various people 
who at different times had become agents of the 
imperialist intelligence services of Great Britain, 
the United States, France, and Yugoslavia. 
Another link had been diverse organizations such 
as the Zionists and Freemasons — all intercon- 
nected and ruled by the Anglo-U.S. imperialists. 
With the help of these links, the imperialists had 
been able to influence and direct the work of tne 
Conspiratorial Center. 

Numerous members of the Center had main- 
tained contact with the imperialists and Slansky 
began by naming dementis, collaborating with 
the Anglo-U.S. imperialists and an agent of tne 
French Intelligence Service; Geminder, serving 
British Intelligence and cooperating witn 
Israeli diplomatists who "in fact were U b. 
agents"; Fischl, also a collaborator of the Israeli 
diplomatists; Reicin, an agent of the Gestapo 
arid of the Anglo-U.S. imperialists; Loebl and 
Margolius, both Anglo-U.S. agents; London, a 
U.S. Intelligence agent; and Simone, working for 
the French and Anglo-U.S. Intelligence. There 
were also others. Slansky admitted to having 
himself maintained contact with Mr • Zilliacus, 
"who in fact was a representative of the Angio- 
U.S., but primarily of the U.S. ruling circles 

Slansky then proceeded to answer numerous 
questions about his contacts with Zilliacus from 
which evidence the following picture emerged. 
Slansky described Zilliacus as primarily a repre- 
sentative of the U.S. imperialists because Great 
Britain today serves the predatory interests of 
the U.S. imperialists who in their lust for world 
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domination have subjugated Great Britain. The 
British Intelligence Service is today a branch of 
Washington Intelligence. 

Slansky met Zilliacus for the first time toward 
the end of 1946 when Zilliacus was introduced to 
him by Pavel Kavan, an official of the Czecho- 
slovak Foreign Ministry. On that occasion he 
gave Zilliacus "espionage information." The 
second meeting took place some time in the au- 
tumn of 1947 when Zilliacus was received by 
Slansky at the General Secretariat. At that time 
Slansky knew Zilliacus' anti-Soviet attitude and 
his "hostile activities in Czechoslovakia and 
other democracies." , , . 

In the summer of 1947 Frejka had come to 
Slansky to convey a suggestion from Zilliacus 
that he, Frejka, should attend an economic con- 
ference in Britain. Although Slansky knew the 
anti-Soviet tendency of the conference, he agreed 
to Frejka going there. Frejka was present at the 
meeting with Zilliacus. 

Slansky could not remember details of the con- 
versation but he recalled that Zilliacus asked him 
various questions concerning Czechoslovakia s 
foreign policy, internal situation, and economic 
problems. "I answered his questions and gave 
him espionage information in so doing. Frejka 
also answered questions and gave similar infor- 
mation. "From these answers, Zilliacus was able 
to conclude that I held views different from the 
Communist Party line and I was maintaining an 
anti-Soviet attitude." »««„„„„ 

Illustrating this point, Slansky said Zilliacus 
emphasized the need for economic relations be- 
tween Czechoslovakia and the capitalist coun- 
tries and Slansky agreed with this view. I was 
in favor of extending economic links witn trie 
capitalist west." Zilliacus was also able to infer 
Slansky's subversive views on his attitude toward 
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the reactionaries, on the situation within the 
"National Front," and on the relationship be- 
tween the Communists and the Social Democrats. 

"I remember Zilliacus asking me about my 
views as regards a "people's democracy" and the 
"dictatorship of the proletariat." I stated that 
I thought the system of people's democracy to be 
fundamentally different from that of the dicta- 
torship of the proletariat, thereby intimating to 
Zilliacus that I supported the counterrevolu- 
tionary concept of a specific Czechoslovak road 
to socialism." 

Slansky saw the significance of this "harmony 
of views" with this representative of the Anglo- 
U.S. imperialists in the agreement to cooperate 
in the future. This cooperation actually took 
place. Slansky instructed Frejka to place any 
information of economic interest at the disposal 
of Mr. Zilliacus whenever he asked for it. He 
also telephoned dementis to give Zilliacus infor- 
mation on foreign policy. "I thus enabled Zillia- 
cus to obtain through Frejka and Clementis im- 
portant espionage information." 

Asked about the aims of Mr. Zilliacus, Slansky 
stated that Zilliacus pursued the goal of Anglo- 
U.S. imperialists — that of separating Czechoslo- 
akia from the USSR and the peace camp. 

Since Slansky had worked for those aims be- 
fore meeting Zilliacus, the Prosecutor suggested 
that the agreement with Zilliacus merely speci- 
fied the methods and aims of subversive activi- 
ties. Slansky agreed that the Conspiratorial 
Center had been operative since 1945 and that it 
had maintained contact with Western imperialist 
powers and intelligence services before the meet- 
ing with Zilliacus. But the contacts became 
stronger as a result of this personal link, through 
which Slansky had received support "and a clear 
target." In essence, the agreement amounted to 
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Slansky said: "In collaboration with Zilliacus we 
were working for the aims of the Anglo- American 
imperialists, the aims of the aggressive bloc of 
the American and British imperialists, these aims 
being the restoration of capitalism and the prep- 
aration of a new world war, as it is today being 
prepared by the imperialists. The aim was to 
get Czechosloakia, which emancipated itself from 
the imperialist sphere in 1945, back mto that 
sphere, to make the country dependent on the 
imperialists, as under the first Republic to enable 
it to be exploited by the imperialists, to foil the 
building of socialism in Czechoslovakia, to en- 
slave the Czechoslovaks once again, so that in- 
dustrialists, bankers and landed gentry could 
exploit them once again and so that foreign im- 
perialism should profit from the toil of the 

P6 "f he aim was to draw Czechoslovakia into the 
preparations for a new world war which the im- 
perialists were preparing - principally the U.S 
imperialists — a war against the USSR, tne peo 
pTe P s democracies, and hence also Czechoslovaga 
and the Czechoslovak people By my hostile 
work I aided these barbarous plans of the West- 
ern imperialists, these present day successors of 

Hitler 

"It was the aim of the imperialists to draw 
Czechoslovakia into the Preparations for a third 
world war because they attached great impor- 
tance to Czechoslovakia. For one thing Czecho- 
slovakia is an economically powerful country, 
with a highly strategic position in Central Eu- 
rope- lastly, as a neighbor of the UBfaK, sne 
would serve the imperialists as a springboard for 
their attack on the USSR. 

"The imperialists pursued similar aims in trie 
other people's democracies. There, too, tney 
used Zilliacus. He specialized on the people's 
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democracies, travelled about the peoples demo- 
cracies, made contacts in these countries under 
the mask of a left wing Social Democrat, a mask 
he assumed in order better to conceal his hostile 
activity and to be better able to interfere in the 
internal affairs of the popular democratic coun- 
tries, just as the imperialists used to interfere in 
Czechoslovakia during the bourgeois first Repub- 
lic 

"Zilliacus would travel about these countries, 
make contacts with right wing elements in the 
social democratic parties and with hostile ele- 
ments in the Communist parties — such as ne 
did with me in the Czechoslovak Communist 
Party, with Gomulka in Bulgaria, with Rajfin 
Hungary — and these hostile elements he then 
made into his agents." 

Slansky was then asked about his contacts with 
Moshe Pijade. He stated that when Pijade came 
to Prague with a Yugoslav delegation early in 
1948 he was called to the Yugoslav Embassy un- 
der a pretext, and there Pijade mentioned con- 
flicts between the CPSU and the Tito clique and 
sounded him on his attitude. Slansky made it 
S to Pijade that he himself stood on the same 
hosttle platform as Tito's clique Pijade must 
have "known of Slansky's attitude from Zimacus, 
there had been nothing accidental about the in- 
terview, Slansky said. 

A deposition by Mordecai Oren was then read 
in court to the effect that Pijade had told him 
that Slansky supported Tito's policy. Slansky 
agreed that this evidence confirmed his own 
statement. 

In reply to the Prosecutor, Slansky agreed he 
had been in indirect contact with Tito via Zillia- 
cus and the Western imperialists and in direct 
contact with Tito through Pijade. 
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Three letters produced in evidence — one from 
Goldstuecker to Slansky, enclosing a letter from 
Zilliacus; another from Slansky to Geminder, in- 
closing a translation of Zilliacus letter; and the 
third from Prejka to Goldstuecker, with informa- 
tion to be passed on to Zilliacus — were accepted 
by Slansky as genuine and as proof of his con- 
tacts with Zilliacus. 

Asked to describe the way in which he and his 
conspiratorial group had worked on Titoist lines, 
Slansky explained that a widespread network of 
Titoist agents had been allowed to establish itself 
in Czechoslovakia. Furthermore, he had guided 
the Party toward the application of Titoist Yugo- 
slav experience at the expense of Soviet experi- 
ence. 

Delegations had been sent to Yugoslavia and 
had made propaganda for Ti.tpJs regime on their 
return. Long term trade agreements had been 
concluded with Yugoslavia and although Yugo- 
slavia had soon failed to supply the stipulated 
raw materials, he had repeatedly advocated an 
indulgent policy and the delivery to Yugoslavia 
of Czechoslovak industrial manufacturers in spite 
of Yugoslavia's failure to honor her part of the 
bargain. Economic relations with Yugoslavia 
had been more extensive than with any other 
country and had been at the expense of relations 
with the USSR. They had damaged Czechoslo- 
vakia and economically buttressed Tito's regime. 

Even after the Cominform resolution about 
Yugoslavia, Slansky said he continued coopera- 
tion with Tito. Yugoslav spies were allowed to 
operate in Czechoslovakia to the detriment of 
Czechoslovakia's interests, and Titoist agents 
were allowed to infiltrate into the army to under- 
mine its fighting efficiency and loosen its alliance 
with the Soviet army. When an anti-Tito emi- 
gration began to form in Czechoslovakia, Slan- 
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machinations. One of these was "the abuse of 
the emigration scheme under which Jewish citi- 
zens left for the capitalist countries, thereby re- 
moving from Czechoslovakia unjustifiably large 
property values and causing grave economic 
damage to Czechoslovakia." jm.ii 

Slansky admitted that he endorsed the legal 
existance in Czechoslovakia, both before and al- 
ter February, 1948, of these nationalist bourgeois 
Zionist organizations. Though his attention was 
drawn to the hostile work conducted by them he 
protected them: "I deliberately shielded them by 
abusing the campaign against so-called anti- 
Semitism. By proposing that a big campaign be 
waged against anti-Semitism, by magnifying the 
danger of anti-Semitism, and by proposing vari- 
ous measures against anti-Semitism — such as 
the writing of articles, the publication of pam- 
phlets, the holding of lectures, and so forth--! 
criminally prevented the waging of a campaign 
against Zionism and the revelation of the hostile 
character of Zionist ideology, and the unmasking 
of the hostile activity of Zionists and Zionist 
organizations." . 

Slansky said he had discussed these matters 
with Geminder, Svermova, Frank, and others. 
In addition to the campaign against anti-Semit- 
ism there had also been a "press publicity drive 
for the state of Israel without it being pointed 
out that Israel was a bourgeois state and in fact 
represented the most advanced outpost of the 
American imperialists in the Near East. I delib- 
erately shielded Zionism by publicly speaking out 
against the people who pointed to the hostile 
activities of Zionists and by describing these peo- 
ple as anti-Semites — just as did ray collabora- 
tors—so that these people were in the end pros- 
ecuted and persecuted and sometimes even 
excluded from the Party, as happened to certain 
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members of the central secretariat. I thus 
created an atmosphere in which people were 
afraid — even prominent officials in the State ap- 
paratus—to oppose Zionism and Zionist organ- 
izations." . ,. . . 

With regard to the emigration scheme-— in 
which Geminder and Fischl played important 
parts — he had condoned the exportation from 
Czechoslovakia of excessive quantities of valua- 
ble property. In this he and his group collabo- 
rated with members of the Israeli delegation, 
such as the Israeli Minister Ueberall, "who is in 
fact an agent of the U.S. imperialists. 

Another field in which his conspiratorial group 
worked through the Zionists was foreign trade. 
Here Lobel and Margolius played important parts. 
Czechoslovak foreign trade was misused to the 
advantage of Zionist organizations at home and 
abroad, thereby supporting the bourgeois state 
of Israel. Czechoslovakia suffered economic 
damage as a result of her goods being sold at un- 
favorable prices, lower than in the capitalist 
market, while goods from capitalist countries 
were imported at high prices. Huge profits went 
to Zionist organizations and benefited Israel. Me 
had justified these transactions under the pre- 
text of an "export offensive" m the United 
States with the alleged purpose of gaming dol- 
lar and sterling currency. ...... „„+„„, 

The State Prosecutor submitted documentary 
evidence pointing to these criminal activities. 
Slansky, when asked whether he recognized these 
documents said he did not, but admitted that 
from all that had already been said it was ob- 
vious that his associates Lobel and Margolius had 
been cooperating with the Israeli diplomats who 
had acted as agents of the U.S. imperialists and 
with U.S. Ambassador Stemhardt. The State 
Prosecutor drew the conclusion that Slansky ana 
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his group were actually cooperating directly with 
U.S. official circles through the representatives of 
the Zionist organizations and Israeli diplomats. 
Asked by the Prosecutor which of his associates 
had been cooperating in this direction, Slansky 
mentioned Geminder, Loebl, Frejka, Fischl. 

Prosecutor: "In your subversive activities have 
you also made use of other organizations?" 

Slansky: "Yes." 

Prosecutor: "Which were they?" 

Slansky: "Freemasons. The Anti-State Con- 
spiratorial Center made use in their activities of 
Zionist organizations as well as Freemasons and 
their lodges. I myself had connections with 
Freemasons for example, with Machon and Dr. 
Vancura, who were prominent officials of Free- 
mason lodges." 

Slansky said Vancura had important connec- 
tions with Freemasons abroad, particularly in 
Great Britain. Slansky knew that Vancura 
maintained these connections and he also knew 
that these connections served for anti-state and 
espionage purposes. "I wish to stress," said 
Slansky, "that the hostile character of Freemason 
lodges was emphasized by the fact that Dr. Ed- 
uard Benes, the imperialist agent, was also a 
member." 

The court was then handed a letter written by 
Dr. Vancura in which he informed Slansky about 
his journey to Great Britain in May, 1948. Van- 
cura mentioned in his letter that he had suc- 
ceeded in meeting leading members of the British 
Grand Lodge who had received his information 
with great interest and trust. Slansky wrote his 
reply to that letter thanking Vancura. Slansky, 
referring to the letter, reiterated that he had 
learned that Vancura had been engaged in anti- 
state activities because of his connections abroad. 
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The next exhibit submitted to the court was a 
letter written by Machon in which he stated that 
when founding new Freemason lodges after 1945 
he always sought Slansky's advice. Asked what 
this letter meant, Slansky replied that it referred 
to his cooperation with Machon. In Machon s 
notes which had been found it was stated that 
Slansky's attitude toward Freemasons was favor- 
able, and Machon had stated elsewhere in his 
notes that before making a decision it was neces- 
sary to contact Slansky who would furnish ex- 

P Asked what this meant, Slansky said that 
against the advice of the Communist Party chair- 
man he had maintained contacts with Free- 
masons with whom he had collaborated and had 
facilitated their activities. 

Judge: "We are now coming to a new phase of 
your anti-state activities. How and in which 
sectors have you and your associates carried on 
anti-state, that is, disruptive, activities m prep- 
aration for the liquidation of our people s demo- 
cratic regime?" ... 4.„„^v,^ 

Slansky: "I carried on these activities together 
with my associates in various sectors, particularly 
within the Communist Party in the national eco- 
nomy, the army, foreign service, and in the 
security forces." , n „ an 

Judge: "Describe now how you and your asso- 
ciates carried on hostile activities withm the 

Communist Party." *■•+•„ „^„v. 

Slansky then described his activities which 
consisted in infiltrating hostile elements in vari- 
ous sections of the Party apparatus particularly 
in the central committee. Many hostile ele- 
ments were appointed to important positions 
and with his help, such enemies as Svermova, 
Geminder, Svab, Frejka, and Frank had been 
put in charge of various important sections 01 
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the central committee. Slansky also saw to it 
that Bedrich, Hajek, and Jarmila Taussigova be- 
came deputy leaders in the Cadre section; Za- 
vodsky in the security section, Jiri Karny, and 
Goldman in the economic section. In impor- 
tant regions, enemies like Sling, Fuchs, Lomsky, 
Landa, Moskovic, Polak, and others were ap- 
pointed by Slansky. These people worked in- 
side the Party. By appointing these hostile ele- 
ments within the Party, Slansky tried to usurp 
power over the Party in order to restore capi- 
talism. 

Slansky and his associates also tried to change 
the revolutionary character of the Communist 
Party by using bourgeois and petty bourgeois 
elements. This was done by concentrating on 
recruitment of bourgeois property owners. At- 
tempts had thus been made to change the social 
structure of the Communist Party membership. 

At the end of 1947, Slansky addressed a letter 
to Communist members of all national com- 
mittees asking them to recruit new members 
for the Communist Party from the bourgeois and 
petty bourgeois ranks. After February, 1948, 
Slansky facilitated the infiltration of careerist 
elements who had been joining the Communist 
Party in order to gain personal ends. In such a 
way Slansky and his associates tried to break 
up the party. "In doing so we by-passed and 
deceived the chairman of the Party, Klement 
Gottwald, and isolated Klement Gottwald in his 
leadership of the Party." 

Slansky admitted that he introduced "wrong, 
anti-Party methods" in the Party apparatus; he 
particularly failed to use "the method of per- 
suasion." He thus led the Party away from its 
primary task of political work among the masses, 
and the links between working class and Party 
were weakened as a result. 
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"Under my leadership the administrative ma- 
chinery of the Party assumed powers exceeding 
its function and I and my associates inter- 
fered with State authorities, and economic 
'bodies without authority, without -the knowledge 
of the Ministers concerned. We interfered in 
matters concerning cadres; I myself supported 
the ^appointment of various hostile elements 
transferred them at will, promoted them, and 
we £sue r d hostile directives to the workers of 

th ^I S n this ea way I distorted the leading role of 
the Party. I by-passed Party authorities; I 

solved many important PO^l^^fSg 
tional matters on my own wlt Jout presenting 
thpm to the Party chairman and Party pre- 
Sn in this way I isolated the J chairman, and 
the Presidium from the rest of the Party 

"I sabotaged the application of the experi- 
ences of the all-union Communist Party. 

Asked to give examples of his subversive activ- 
ities in the Party, Slansky said that on many 
occasSns the Economic Department under 
Frelka and Jancik interfered in the work .of 
various ministries and industries The Inter- 
national Department under Gemmder and the 
Security Department under Svab and Pavel, 
meddled with the Ministries of Foreign Affairs, 
Interior, and National Security. 

"We decided many important matters con- 
cerning cadres without consulting the Party 
Presidium," and in other instances important in- 
formation' with regard to the appointees was 
withheld from the Party P resl d™-Slansky re- 
called that on one occasion he had suppressed 
a report on Party recruitment m the Louny Dis- 
trict P which recorded the fact that bourgeois and 
oettv bourgeois elements, m particular, KulaKs, 
were joining the Party in considerable numbers. 



infSatSn from the Party chairman, Gott- 
W The introduction of bourgeois elements was 

directed atchanging the ^^Znl^ellt 
tpr of the Party, and we could rely on tneseeie 
ments in our -anti-State activities. Like Tito m 
viiffoslavia we tried to transform the Com- 
muSst Party into an instrument for the restora- 

ti0 TheVros P ecutor m ihen presented to the court a 
Pir^lar (hrective sent by Slansky to Party offi- 
ce SSr £ 194T P asking them to recruit bourgeois 
ana petty bourgeois elements as Party members. 
Slansky recognized this document. 

In the economic sector Slansky and his asso- 
ciates aimed at "damaging the Czechoslovak 
economy preventing full utilization of industrial 
rpsmirres hindering the development of social- 
ImYnlndS^ aid linking the Czechoslovak 
pfonomv with capitalist states. This poncy 
was carried out by placing hostile elements m 
important positions, such t as Loebl > Margolius, 
Fischl Ivan Holy, former Deputy Minister of In- 
dStrv and Director General of the Leather In- 
S; Frantisek Fabinger, former Director 
General of the Metal Industry; Svatopluk Rada, 
former Deputy Minister of Industry; Dr. Jaroslav 
Jictosky former General Manager of Foundries 
Jiri Karnv former Director General of the 
Chemical industry; Barta former Director Gen- 
eral of the Power Industry; Smejala, General 
Manager of the Kovospol Export Company. Voj- 
te?h Jancik a member of the Party Economic 
Smrtment was particularly active hi influenc- 
ing cadres policy and had placed hostile elements 
n various sectors of the economy. .A wide net- 
work of various economic commissions concen- 



trated numerous bourgeois elements which in- 
fluenced economic policy and tried to replace 
State economic authorities. The Party was di- 
verted from its main tasks of mobilizing the 
workers for plan fulfillment. 

Slansky said he and his associates had con- 
ducted hostile activities in all sectors of economic 
life. In the field of planning his associates 
Frejka, Goldman, and Outrata, drew up plans 
in which final targets were set down at low 
figures. It was their aim to hold up the develop- 
ment of heavy industry and the exploitation of 
indigenous Czechoslovak raw material. This 
caused great damage to Czechoslovakia s na- 
tional economy. Full use was not made of the 
industry's productive capacity and no provisions 
were made for the fulfillment of production 

Slansky said he had discussed the draft of 
the 5-year plan with his associate Frejka toward 
the end of 1947 in his villa in Prague. His hos- 
tile activities were designed to hold up the de- 
velopment of the heavy industry and to expand 
light industries, although these already had a 
productive capacity far beyond the needs of the 

country. , j. ^ * *•, „^ 

This applied particularly to the textile and 
the ready-made clothing industry in which new 
factories were set up. This made it necessary 
to import wool and cotton and leather from 
capitalist countries. At that time prices of 
these imports were rising, while the prices of 
the manufactured goods were falling. This 
caused great financial losses and made Czecho- 
slovak industry dependent on the capitalist 
markets. The hold-up in the development of 
the heavy industry resulted in a shortage of 
machinery and equipment for power stations 
which was needed not only by Czechoslovakia 
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but also by the people's democracies. 

Thus, the economic development of other dem- 
ocratic countries was also hampered. Moreover, 
numerous new factory buildings were erected 
although the productive capacity of existing 
buildings could have been increased by the in- 
troduction of second shifts. These activities ab- 
sorbed a considerable labor force and caused 
shortages of building material. 

Slansky went on to describe his sabotage activ- 
ities in the field of iron ore production. Al- 
though there were considerable deposits of iron 
ore in Czechoslovakia, ores were imported from 
capitalist countries while the development ot 
indigenous deposits was held up. The same ap- 
plied to non-ferrous metals and to the produc- 
tion of substitute materials. All this was de- 
signed to tie Czechoslovakia closer to capitalist 

eC M°this point the Prosecutor produced a letter 
from Dr. Pelnar, a mining expert, who had writ- 
ten to Slansky recommending the mining of 
basic industrial raw materials in Czechoslovakia, 
particularly coal, iron ore, and non-ferrous 
metals. Slansky admitted that he had received 
this letter and said that he had simply filed it. 

Other sabotage committed by Slansky and 
his associates consisted, according to his own 
evidence, in the refusal to adopt Soviet experi- 
ences for the reorganizations of industries. 
Hence the industry labored under the disadvan- 
tages of large administrative staffs which put 
up production costs and deprived factories of 
considerable manpower reserves. These activi- 
ties were mainly in the hands of his associates, 
Frank and Frejka. 

In the field of foreign trade Slansky and his 
associates also had done their utmost to organize 
sabotage and cause damage. This applied par- 
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ticularly to trade relations with the USSR and 
the people's democracies. In this sector the co- 
defendants Loebl and Margolius had been par- 
ticularly active. Owing to their Zionist convic- 
tions, these associates cooperated with various 
American agents and endeavored to link the 
Czechoslovak economy to the capitalist West. 
Machinery and equipment was bought in the 
capitalist West although it could have been sup- 
plied at more favorable prices by the USSR. 

On the other hand, deliveries to the Soviet 
Union were sabotaged by charging exorbitant 
prices or by delaying delivery dates. Orders 
from the Soviet Union were rejected under the 
pretext that Czechoslovak productive capacity 
was insufficient, although these goods could 
easily have been manufactured. 

At this point the prosecutor produced a letter 
from Comrade Blazek, the Czechoslovak trade 
representative in Moscow, to Slansky, in which 
Blazek cited concrete examples of high prices 
charged by Czechoslovakia to the Soviet Union. 
Blazek asked in this letter to be recalled from 
his post for, as a Communist, he felt he could 
not continue under such conditions. _ 

Once again Slansky admitted having received 
this letter and to simply riling it. He and his 
associates made it possible for foreign trade to 
remain in the hands of bourgeois capitalist ele- 
ments, former wholesale merchants, who were 
selling Czechoslovak goods at low prices yet 
amassing huge profits. With these profits the 
treacherous emigres abroad and their fight 
against the people's democratic regime were 
financed. 

Continuing in his evidence, Slansky admitted 
hostile acts also in the field of agricultural pro- 
duction. He and his associates sabotaged the 
establishment of socialism in the agricultural 
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sector and strengthened the position of class 
enemies among the farmers. They had delib- 
erately caused dissatisfaction inside agricultural 
cooperatives .endeavoring to undermine the gov- 
ernment's agricultural policy. Together with 
Frank and Sling he had supported hostile ele- 
ments in agriculture. Implementing this policy 
he issued a circular letter addressed to national 
committees asking them to accept into the Party 
various bourgeois elements, including Kulaks. 
This policy had enabled Kulaks to infiltrate into 
agricultural cooperatives. 

Slansky continued by admitting that together 
with Frank he had made it possible for hostile 
elements to worm their way into state farms and 
the State Forests Administration. These ele- 
ments included former estate owners and hos- 
tile people who were expelled from the Party 
after February. Sling also undermined the 
cadre policy, placed former estate owners in im- 
portant positions in the Ministry of Agriculture 
or other administrative positions in the Minis- 
try of Agriculture or other administrative posts. 
Such elements were able to find their way into 
the Ministry of Agriculture as a result of 
Slansky's own subversive policy. 

Slansky was then questioned specifically about 
the activities of Smrkovsky, former Director- 
General of State Forests and State Farms, who, 
according to the defendant, carried out wide- 
spread sabotage, and appointed and protected 
hostile elements within his sector. Slansky ad- 
mitted knowing of this and refraining from 
taking action because it all served the interests 
of the Conspiratorial Center. "We carried out 
such hostile activities in various sectors of agri- 
culture, we interfered with agricultural produc- 
tion, and so forth." The expected results, how- 
ever, had not been obtained mainly because that 
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nefarious work "was foiled by the correct policy 
laid down by Gottwald." 

Asked by the Prosecutor to describe his sabo- 
tage activities in the field of foreign policy, 
Slansky said, "Our hostile activities consisted 
above all in appointments of cadres hostile to 
the regime. Proposals in this respect were pre- 
pared by my associates, Clementis, London, and 
Geminder. In making proposals for appoint- 
ments positive qualities of the persons concerned 
were underlined and their hostile character was 

not mentioned. ™„„t, 

"By this method we managed to appoint many 
hostile elements to important positions in the 
foreign service. Among them were Dr. HoudeK, 
a Slovak Bourgeois Nationalist who was made 
permanent Czechoslovak delegate to the United 
Nations; Horvath, also a Slovak Bourgeois Na- 
tionalist whom we helped to obtain the post ot 
Czechoslovak Ambassador in Hungary; the Trot- 
skyist Dufek, who became Czechoslovak minister 
to Turkey; the Jewish Bourgeois Nationalist 
Goldstuecker, who was made Minister to Israel; 
Dr Schwarz, who was Consul in Milan; Richard 
Slansky, who was Deputy to the Ambassador in 
Warsaw, and a number of other people, among 
them, Otto Fischl, who was made head of the 
Czechoslovak diplomatic mission in Berlin. 

"We also pushed other similar elements into 
important positions. This was done by my asso- 
ciates Geminder, Hajek, and London, who formed 
a commission for the appointment of hostile 
personalities in diplomatic services. I also in- 
fluenced — through my associates Clementis and 
Geminder — appointments inside the Foreign 

ministry. t , ^ _ , , . , 

"Evzen Klinger and I supported the Trotskyist 

group inside the ministry which was headed by 

Dufek and Hajdu which undermined the mm- 
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istry. We also made it possible for hostile ele- 
ments to be appointed to the diplomatic service 
abroad so that they could, after February, 1948, 
join the emigres in the capitalist countries and 
fight against the popular democratic regime. 

"By this we helped foreign espionage services 
to recruit agents from among the ranks of these 
emigres. By this method I assisted the teach- 
erous Czechoslovak emigres abroad in their ac- 
tivities on behalf of the Imperialist powers 
against the Czechoslovak popular democratic 
regime. All this was designed to influence for- 
eign policy toward cooperation with the Western 
capitalist powers and toward the separation of 
Czechoslovakia from the Soviet Union and from 
the people's democracies. . 

"My associate Clementis and others used their 
position for cooperation with Western capitalist 
diplomats. They went out of their way to help 
them, even beyond their official duties. These 
hostile activities made possible the existence of 
various so-called cultural institutes such as the 
American, British, and French institutes which 
were set up on the strength of unilateral cul- 
tural agreements concluded with capitalist 
countries. On the other hand, my associates 
held up negotiations with popular democratic 
countries, such as those with Hungary, with 
respect to the position of Hungarians in Slo- 
vakia and Slovaks in Hungary. 

"My anti-State group also conducted anti- 
State activities inside the army. These activi- 
ties threatened the development of the army 
as a popular and democratic force and they 
undermined the army's fighting fitness. Our 
activities consisted above all in sabotaging the 
implementation of the Kosice Government pro- 
gram. This program laid down that the army 
should be purged of reactionary officers and 
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that the new officers corps should consist of 
reliable and democratic elements. 

"My associates in the army — Reicin, Bocek, 
Drgac and others — sabotaged the purge of the 
army. The purge commissions which were set 
up after 1945 were composed mainly of reac- 
tionary officers which made it possible for old 
reactionary officers to be taken into the new 
Czechoslovak army. 

"My anti-State group made it possible for the 
army command to remain in the hands of a 
number of high ranking reactionary officers — 
among them Bocek, who was Chief of the Gen- 
eral Staff, and Klapalek, who was Commander 
of the Prague garrison. Even after February, 
1948, I did nothing to remove these reactionary 
officers. On the contrary, I cooperated with 
them and made their hostile activities possible." 

After Bocek's recall from the post of Chief 
of Staff, Slansky admitted to having supported 
the appointment of General Drgac although "I 
knew he had been the General Secretary of the 
National Solidarity Movement after Munich and 
that he was a reactionary officer." 

Sling had cooperated with leading reactionary 
officers in Moravia, such as General Novak, com- 
mander of the Brno Military District. Slansky 
himself had taken part in a meeting between 
Sling and Novak. Reicin had been Slansky's 
main confederate in the army, particularly in 
cadre questions. Reicin had presented pro- 
posals of appointment for high commands to 
the Supreme Defense Council and had withheld 
information about hostile elements whom the 
conspirators wished to see in important posi- 
tions. 

Reicin and Slansky had also been members of 
the Party's Military Cadres Commission. Slansky 
admitted he had sabotaged the government pro- 
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gram with regard to the Army, although he had 
known that the Army was to be built up in 
accordance with Soviet precepts "Communist 
Party organizations were not directed to fight 
against reactionary officers. On the contrary 
we made it possible for hostile elements to enter 
these organizations. 

"I and my confederates tried to prevent the 
Army's reconstruction and in accordance with 
the Kosice Government program and in a demo- 
cratic spirit. We also tried to prevent the purge 
of reactionary officers. We were interested in 
maintaining old traditions in the new army. 
This came to the fore in a talk between Reicin 
and Benes when Benes expressed his opposition 
to the purge of reactionary officers and to the 
prosecution of imperialist agents by military 
intelligence. 

"Our subversive activities in the Army were 
part of our preparation for the restoration of 
capitalism and for the liquidation of the Peo- 
ple's Democratic Order which weakened the 
fighting potential of the Czechoslovak Army 
and threatened its development as a People's 
Democratic Force. 

"In the sector of national security, our anti- 
State center held relatively strong positions. I 
interfered with the security sector mainly 
through Karel Svab." Again Slansky and his 
confederates placed hostile elements in impor- 
tant positions in the Security Service. Many 
officials of the Security Commission of the Cen- 
tral Secretariat of the Party had been trans- 
ferred to the Ministries of Interior and National 
Security. 

These included Josef Pavel, who had become 
Deputy Minister of Interior and later Deputy 
Minister of National Security, and who "was 
one of those Trotskyite members of the Inter- 
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police reports on members of the anti-state Cen- 
ter to the persons concerned in order to warn 
them." Like the army, Communist Party units 
in the Security Service were permitted to recruit 
hostile members. 

In reply to the prosecutor's questions about 
his anti-State activities other than those men- 
tioned in his evidence today, Slansky said: "In 
my hostile activities I relied on the support of 
various hostile organizations such as the Zion- 
ists and Free-Masons and on hostile elements 
among partisans, false trade unionists, and so 
forth. I made the existence of false partisan 
units possible. I cooperated with capitalists 
like Ptacnik and other hostile elements like 
Steiner-Vesely, Vavra-Starik, Trojan, and others. 

"Like Tito in Yugoslavia I relied on demor- 
alized members of the International Brigade in 
Spain. I also cooperated with various false 
trade union elements such as the Boj group 
which was, in reality, directed by Trotskyites 
such as Goetz and Pluhar, and I became Hon- 
orary Chairman of this group." The Interna- 
tional Brigade members who collaborated with 
me included Pavel, Zavodsky, Hoffmann and 
Hromadka. I cannot recall the others at the 
moment." 

"In view of the class conditions of Czecho- 
slovakia and of the strength of the Communist 
Party and of the working class, I knew that the 
plans of the pre-February reactionaries, cen- 
tered around Benes and directed by him and 
aimed at destroying the people's democratic 
order by means of an open coup, had little 
prospect of success, I, therefore, directed the 
work of the anti-State center in another way — 
in Tito's, way — by trying to make use of hostile 
forces within the Communist Party. We, there- 




fore, placed these hostile forces hidden in the 
Communist Party in important positions 

"Even though I knew that their plans had 
little chance of success, our anti-State center 
helped the pre-February reactionaries led by 

"I cooperated with Bohumil Lausman and 
Blazej Vilim who were leading representatives of 
the Right Wing Social Democrats. Clementis 
collaborated with Benes; Loebel with Ripka, 
Svermova with Horakova. ,.,,.., 

"I want to stress that there was no substantial 
difference between our program and Benes plat- 
form . . . That we serve the same interests of 
the Western imperialists. In February 1948 the 
Western imperialists hoped for the destruction 
of the People's Democratic Order by the reac- 
tionary forces grouped around Benes while the 
anti-State center represented a sort of reserve 

Continuing his evidence, Slansky said that 
after February, 1948, the anti-State center be- 
came the main power in preparing the liquida- 
tion of the People's Democratic Regime. The 
Center's activities had grown in scope, its power 
positions had been strengthened within the state 
economic apparatus. The chief object was the 
usurping of power in the Party and State, l 
was isolating the President; I cheated him I 
was pushing his leading officials in the back- 
ground, and strengthening my own position. 
Prosecutor: "And popularized yourself. 
Slanskv "Yes" 
Prosecutor "How did you strengthen your own 

P °Slansky: "In addition to what I have already 
told, I claimed credit for instance for the Feb- 
ruary events by falsifying the February history 
and by taking credit which belonged to Klement 
Gottwald. I did so in various publications and 
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in the press, and my associates acted in a 
similar way. Thus, for instance, in a publica- 
tion entitled 'The Victorious February in Pho- 
tography,' I authorized the caption under my 
own picture to the effect that I directed all the 
February events and did not show the really 
leading part played by Klement Gottwald. 

"In a similar way I ordered a film about the 
February events in which I played the leading 
part and did not show the actual leading part 
played by the Chairman of the Party; this film, 
which was made after the February events, was 
also to serve later on for strengthening my own 
position. On many occasions I acted in a similar 
way when I claimed credit for various Party suc- 
cesses." 

Prosecutor: "How did you intend to realize the 
full usurpation of power?" 

Slansky: "I worked toward the usurpation of 
power through the anti-State center so that the 
highest positions in the Party and State would 
fall in the hands of the anti-State group. I 
counted on the possibility of gaining the leading 
place in the State and Party. I knew that the 
obstacle for the realization of our final plans was 
Klement Gottwald, Chairman of the Party and 
President, who would never consent to the res- 
toration of capitalism, and I was aware that in 
case of coming to power it would be necessary 
to get rid of Klement Gottwald. 

"I admit that I arranged for Dr. Haskovec to 
attend the President of the Republic. Haskovec 
was a Free-Mason and therefore an enemy, a fact 
which I hid from the President of the Republic. 
Dr. Haskovec, being an enemy did not provide 
proper medical care for the President and thus 
caused the shortening of the President's life. I 
could have used Haskovec for the liquidation of 
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the President in the interest of the full usurpa- 
tion of power . . ." 

Prosecutor: "Thus you counted on the liquida- 
tion of the President of the Republic in the case 
of usurping power?" 

Slansky: "Yes." 

Answering the prosecutor's questions as to how 
he and his group planned to restore capitalism in 
Czechoslovakia, Slansky said it was intended to 
do so gradually, because in that way the working 
people would have been more easily deceived. 
Slansky and his group could have pretended that 
they had not given up the buidling of socialism 
in order to achieve their ends. "Today I see that 
we built our plans on sand, that the working peo- 
ple would not have allowed us to realize our 
plans." 

Slansky said he had intended using Titoist 
methods in achieving his plans. 

Prosecutor: "This means putting imperialist 
agents in the Government, honest Communists in 
jail, and the country in servitude." 

Slansky: "Yes." 

The State Prosecutor then mentioned a letter 
addressed to Slansky by the CIC from which he 
quoted a passage warning Slansky of the pending 
legal proceedings against him in a similar way as 
in the Gomulka case. The CIC had offered to 
arrange Slansky's escape to the West. 

Slansky added that this letter was proof that 
the imperialist circles in the West had known 
that his position after his removal from the post 
of Communist Party Secretary-General had been 
shaken. They were interested in his escape to 
the West because of his hostile attitude toward 
the People's Democratic Regime. 

The State Prosecutor then read a passage from 
another letter from the U.S. Intelligence Service 
informing Slansky that a password would be 
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broadcast by the "Free Europe" transmitter on 
408.9 meters on November 10, 17, 24, and Decem- 
ber 1, 1951, always at 1953 hours. The password 
read: "Bad things are coming to light, says 
Ceston." 

Asked by the prosecutor to explain this, Slan- 
sky said that the U.S. Intelligence Service had 
been seriously preparing his escape. The pros- 
ecutor added that his password had actually been 
broadcast as was evident from the report of the 
Ministry of National Security. 

Prosecutor: "One can thus make these main 
conclusions: First, that as an old bourgeois agent 
and an enemy of the People's Democratic Czecho- 
slovakia, you organized an Anti-State Conspira- 
torial Center against the republic. Is this so?" 

Slansky: "I admitted this in my evidence." 

Prosecutor: "Further, it is apparent from your 
evidence that the purpose of your anti-State 
group was the liquidation of the people's demo- 
cratic regime and the restoration of capitalism 
in Czechoslovakia. Is this so?" 

Slansky: "I admit this." 

Prosecutor: "Further, that your Anti-State 
Conspiratorial Center carried out espionage on 
behalf of the Western imperialists and did 
everything to foil the building of socialism in 
Czechoslovakia through which you caused 
Czechoslovakia immense political and material 
damage. "Is this so?" 

Slansky: "Yes, it is so." 

Prosecutor: "Further, that you directed your 
hostile activities for the purpose of usurping 
power in the State and for the removal of Kle- 
ment Gottwald, which was your ultimate aim." 

Slansky: "That is so." 

Prosecutor: "Further it is clear from the evi- 
dence you have given that you formed an Anti- 
State Conspiratorial Center which was preparing 
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the overthrow of the people's democratic regime 
and the restoration of capitalism, and that you 
carried on these activities in the service of the 
Western imperialists and primarily in the serv- 
ice of the U.S. aspirants to world domina- 
tion. . . ." 

Slansky: "I admit this." 

Prosecutor: ". . . in order to become a Czecho- 
slovak Tito. Is this so?" 

Slansky: "Yes." (This ended the examination 
of Slansky.) 

NOVEMBER 20, 1952 — EVENING SESSION 

At 2000 hours the State Court resumed its hear- 
ing with the examination of a number of wit- 
nesses. The first of these was Josef Vondracek, 
"an old and well known agent of the British 
Intelligence Service," who confirmed that Slan- 
sky had been in touch with the American spy, 
Geiringer Granville, during the thirties. 

The second witness was Dr. Vaclav Vlk, "a 
Trotskyite of long standing who gave evidence 
about his own cooperation with Kalandra, Gut- 
mann, and other Trotskyites. During the war 
he had been a member of the underground group 
"BOJ," but he and his fellow Trotskyites had, in 
fact, collaborated with the Nazis. 

Vlk described how Slansky, who was fully in- 
formed of his Trotskyite part and his hostility to 
the popular Democratic regime, had personally 
enrolled him into the Communist Party in 1945. 
In the Party he had then placed unreliable peo- 
ple and enemies of the People's Democratic Re- 
gime in key positions. It had been their aim to 
liquidate the people's democracy and restore 
capitalism in Czechoslovakia. 

The third witness was Dr. Eduard Goldstuecker 
who described his role of go between Slansky 
and "the agent of the British Intelligence Service, 
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Konni Zilliacus." His relations with Slansky, he 
explained, went back to 1946 when Slansky s at- 
tention had been drawn to Goldstuecker's Jew- 
ish bourgeois origin" and his "connections with 
various enemy elements in the west." Slansky 
advised him to change his name to Zlatisty. 

Before taking up his post at the Czechoslovak 
Embassy in London, Goldstuecker called on Slan- 
sky in February, 1947, and asked him for instruc- 
tions for his work in England. Slansky asked 
him to cooperate with Bohuslav Kratochvil, who 
had been appointed Ambassador to London, and 

to help him. . 

Asked whether Slansky had given him any in- 
structions about working with "the Anglo-Ameri- 
can agent, Zilliacus," Goldstuecker replied that 
this came about only in December, 1947, when 
he was in Prague on an official visit. On tnat 
occasion he called on Geminder who told him 
that, together with Kratochvil, he should keep 
up contacts with Zilliacus. On the occasion of 
a third visit to Geminder, Goldstuecker was told 
that Slansky wished to see him. Slansky told 
him that he knew that Geminder had said to him 
about Zilliacus, but nevertheless repeated his in- 
struction that he (Goldstuecker) should main- 
tain contacts with Zilliacus beyond the scope of 
his official duties. Slansky said that he had 
known Zilliacus personally for some time ana 
wished to keep in touch with him. . *„<„«,» 

Asked to give details of how he had maintained 
contact between Slansky and Zilliacus, Gold- 
stuecker said he met Zilliacus several times after 
his return to Britain and "gave him various po- 
litical information which ought to have been 
kept secret in the interests of the Republic. He 
also received sealed letters and packages from 
Zilliacus which he forwarded to slansky by way 
of diplomatic pouch, sometimes via Gemmaer. 
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In a similar manner, he passed on to Zilliacus 
letters which arrived by diplomatic pouch from 
Prague. He knew that the man through whom 
this was done at the Prague Foreign Ministry and 
was Arthur London. Goldstuecker also had en- 
abled Ludvik Frejka to use the diplomatic pouch 
for contacts with the west and Ambassador 
Kratochvil had done the same. 

In the summer of 1948, Kratochvil told Gold- 
stuecker that he had sent a letter from Zilliacus 
to Clementis, in which Zilliacus gave dementis 
his views about matters concerning the United 
Nations. Other than that Goldstuecker knew no 
details about the contents of the correspondence. 

Regarding his appointment as Minister to Is- 
rael, Goldstuecker said Slansky told him that he 
had been given this post because "I have proved 
myself in England and because I had worked well 
in accordance with his instructions." On his 
arrival in Israel at the beginning of 1950, Gold- 
stuecker had established contact with leading 
Zionists and he had sent reports to Slansky 
through Geminder about his relations with these 
Zionist leaders. 

In the summer of 1949, he had contacted Ehud 
Avriel Euberall the Israeli Minister in Prague and 
"later this relationship culminated in an espion- 
age link under the influence of Slansky." 

Goldstuecker, who described himself as of 
bourgeois Jewish origin, then told of his aid to 
Jewish Nationalists whom he had helped to re- 
turn from Israel to Czechoslovakia to enable 
them to hold responsible positions in our eco- 
nomic affairs. This he had done on Slansky's 
instructions. 

The next witness was Dr. Pavel Kavan. Ka- 
van's testimony again "proved Slansky's connec- 
tion with the agent Zilliacus, who used to hide 
behind the mask of an independent Labor M.P." 
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Kavan himself said that he had acted as inter- 
mediary between "the agent of the British In- 
telligence Service Zilliacus," and Slansky. He 
became acquainted with Zilliacus in August, 
1946, during the latter's visit to Prague when 
Kavan was instructed to act as his guide and in- 
terpreter. At that time Zilliacus visited Slansky 
in Kavan's company. 

"At that time, Zilliacus interrupted his stay in 
Czechoslovakia and went to Yugoslavia for a few 
days. On his return from Yugoslavia, where he 
had had talks with Tito, he asked me to arrange 
a meeting with Slansky whom he wanted to see 
urgently. This meeting took place at the begin- 
ning of September, 1946. Zilliacus himself told 
me that he had met Slansky in September 1947, 
shortly before the visit of a group of Labor M.P. s 
who had then toured Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, 
the USSR, and Poland." , . 

"At the beginning of 1949, when I was working 
in the Czechoslovak Embassy in London, Zilliacus 
phoned and asked me to come and see him at the 
House of Commons. There he gave me a letter 
and asked me to send it to Slansky through safe 
channels." Kavan sent another letter for Zillia- 

Other persons' concerned in the exchanges be- 
tween Zilliacus and Slansky were the Czecho- 
slovak Ambassador in London, Dr. Bohuslav Kra- 
tochvil, Dr. Goldstuecker, and the defendent, 
London. Kavan also handed "espionage reports 
from Margolius to Zilliacus in 1949 These re- 
ports "dealt with negotiations about an Anglo- 
Czechoslovak trade agreement and with tne 
Czechoslovak attitude toward this agreement 

"After Kavan, there appeared before the State 
Court a small man — an international apache 
type — Mordecai Oren." He was described as a 
Zionist, British, and Titoist agent. 
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Oren said he has specialized in the affairs of 
the People's Democracies, "where I travelled to 
carry out my Zionist and espionage tasks. I 
linked my Zionist and espionage activities be- 
cause I have been a member of the British Intel- 
ligence Service and from 1945 til my arrest I car- 
ried out my espionage activities in the People's 
Democracies, that is, in Poland, Hungary, Bul- 
garia, the German Democratic Republic, and 
Czechoslovakia." He also tried to get leading 
personalities to cooperate with the Zionists so as 
to gain "the maximum possible aid in the or- 
ganization and strengthening of the capitalist 
State of Israel." To achieve this, he posed as a 
friend of the USSR and of peace. 

Oren said he has visited Titoist Yugoslavia sev- 
eral times in the interests of Zionism and of the 
British Intelligence Service. "From a Titoist 
representative I learned of the collaboration be- 
tween the General Secretary of the Czechoslovak 
Communist Party (Slansky) and the Titoist Fas- 
cist Clique, and that he had carried out a policy 
similar to the Tito line in his own country." 
Oren was given this information by Ales Bebler, 
the Yugoslav Deputy Foreign Minister, and later 
by Pijade. In the second half of 1948 he dis- 
cussed the Cominform resolution with Pijade 
when the latter had told him that the Titoists 
"have supporters in the People's Democracies," 
and named Slansky in Czechoslovakia and Go- 
mulka in Poland. 

Pijade also insulted the Cominform, Commu- 
nist parties, the USSR and the People's Demo- 
cracies. Pijade had told Oren that "he knew 
Slansky's political mentality and his desire to 
emulate Titoist policy in Czechoslovakia. He 
told me the same thing about Gomulka in Po- 
land." According to Pijade, the support given 
to the Cominform resolution by Slansky and Go- 



mulka had nothing in common with their real 
opinions. Pijade was in touch with Slansky 
through Ehud Avriel Ueberall, the Israeli Minis- 
ter in Prague, who himself confirmed this to Oren 
in 1948. Pijade asked Oren to hand a message to 
Slansky, but Oren refused, as he did not know 
Slansky personally. 

In the second half of 1948, Oren said he had 
also spoken to Bebler who described Slansky as 
a supporter of Titoist ideas. "I also know that 
Slansky was in contact with the Israeli Foreign 
Minister Sharett through Ueberall, who told me 
so himself in 1948. I was also told by the First 
Secretary of the Israeli Legation in Prague, Ben 
Schlalom. I also know that Sharett met Slan- 
sky personally. I was told this by Sharett him- 
self in the plane from Belgrade to Prague in 
1947 when we went to the European Zionist 
Conference in Karlovy Vary. On that occasion 
Sharett told me that in Yugoslavia he had ne- 
gotiated with Bebler and Pijade and that he 
planned to meet Slansky in Prague. Pijade had 
given him a written recommendation which 
would enable him to speak to Slansky personally. 
I do not know when and where Sharett met Slan- 
sky." 

The Prosecutor then asked Oren whether, on 
his wide travels across Europe, he had visited 
England. Oren replied that in 1946, in London, 
he met Mr. Herbert Morrison, later Foreign Min- 
ister, "with whom I became more closely ac- 
quainted." Mr. Morrison was a great supporter 
of Zionism." Numerous representatives of Zion- 
ism had also discussed Zionist problems and the 
Palestine question with Mr. Morrison. Mr. Mor- 
rison was in touch with David Ben-Gurion, 
Sharett, and others. 

The witness, who had been in Britain both in 
1946 and in 1947 had informed Mr. Morrison in 
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1947 about the People's Democracies in which 
the British Minister had shown great interest. 
Mr. Morrison asked him various questions about 
the situation in those countries, including mat- 
ters revelant to the influence of the Communist 
Parties, and members of the government. On 
that occasion, in 1947, "Morrison told me that 
in the People's Democracies there remained some 
people who would fight the New Popular Demo- 
cratic Regime, and that they would receive sup- 
port from the western imperialists in that strug- 
gle." Mr. Morrison did not however, name any- 
one in particular. 

Asked about the conclusions he had drawn 
from these conversations, Oren said: "It was 
clear to me that the Anglo-U.S. imperialists 
were preparing a new world war. This was 
further confirmed by Mr. Morrison in a later 
conversation when he spoke of a plan to destroy 
the Soviet Union. In that connection, Morrison 
mentioned Mr. Chamberlain who, he said, had 
tried to destroy the USSR by using foreign 
forces — Hitler and the Fascists. That, accord- 
ing to Mr. Morrison, had been the wrong way. 
Now, the task of destroying the USSR rested 
upon the shoulders of the western imperialist 
powers. On this occasion Morrison grossly 
abused the Soviet Union and disparaged her 
peace policy." , 

The Prosecutor then wanted to know what Mr. 
Morrison had told Oren about Mr. Zilliacus. 

Oren replied that Morrison had told him 
about Zilliacus' visits to various countries, say- 
ing: "Zilliacus is a staunch champion of British 
imperialism and a veteran agent for British 
reactionary governments as well as a diehard 
enemy of the USSR and the People's Democ- 
racies. In addition Mr. Morrison informed the 
witness that Zilliacus "played a direct part in 
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preparing the Tito clique's betrayal of Yugo- 
slavia to the war camp." 

Pressed for more details about Morrison's dis- 
closures about Zilliacus' activities, Oren quoted 
Morrison as saying: "Zilliacus told me in confi- 
dence in 1947 that great political changes were 
afoot in Yugoslavia and that Tito already had 
one foot in the U.S. camp." 

Morrison emphasized that Tito would soon go 
over entirely to that camp, a move for which 
Zilliacus deserved great credit. In further con- 
versation Morrison had let Oren know that, 
thanks to Zilliacus' visits to Hungary, Czecho- 
slovakia, and Bulgaria, "influential friends had 
been given places in important government and 
party posts." 

The witness was then asked how he had come 
into possession of papers concerning Slansky's 
views, which were found on Oren when he was 
arrested. Oren explained that he secured those 
papers in Prague in 1951 when, apart from work- 
ing for the British Intelligence Service, he got 
these papers at the express orders of the Israeli 
Foreign Minister through the Israeli Minister in 
Prague. Evidently the Israeli Government had 
been perturbed at Slansky's arrest. The wit- 
ness was glad to accept these instructions but 
failed to procure the required information before 
he was arrested. 

The next witness was Jaromir Kopecky, former 
Czechoslovak Envoy in Switzerland, who, it was 
said, had easy access to Slansky. 

Kopecky said that while in Switzerland he 
maintained contact with the Leader of the U.S. 
espionage service in Europe, Allen Dulles, with 
the help of the Representative of the British 
Ministry of Information, Elizabeth Wiskemann. 
After 1946, when Kopecky left Switzerland, he 
maintained contact with the U.S. Espionage 
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Service through the former Czechoslovak press 
Attache in Berne, Dr. Frantisek Glaser, with 
who^hefp he t^«* "ft^^g^ 
Thp U S Espionage Service tried to mnltraxe me 
SecSiovik Communist Party, and to this end 
tried to get into touch with leading Communist 
party officials at home and abroad fnrmpr 

The witness mentioned Antonm Hasek, former 
"PTK" correspondent in Switzerland, who was 
S?a T nVs°s r on3n-law and who had kept ir l touch 
titH-vi thp US Espionage Service through tne 
medium of Dr. Zak Glaser was the go-between 
S?HSek and Allen Dulles. Hasek and Glaser 
were close friends, and Hasek made frequent 
iournevs from Switzerland to Prague. liases 
ffl the witness that he had travelled to Prague 
to eather information from Slansky at whose 
flat g he a'lwTys stayed. Glaser told the witness 
that he had received reports through Hasek for 
the U S Intelligence Service directly from bian- 
sky. Glaser told the witness about this onFeb- 
ruarv 17 1948, in Berne, and mentioned that the 
espionage reports from Slansky had been of 

gr From a the discussions which the 'Witness had 
had with his political friends, Ripka Zenkl 
Stina and others, Kopecky learned that 
Clementis, who had been in London during the 
war was considered to be a Benes man who 
had been carrying out Benes pro-western policy. 
Blnes e hfm C se3 y saw to it that Clementis wasem- 
nloved bv the BBC for broadcasts to Slovakia, 
mien in 1945, Clementis became State Secretary 
in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, he con- 
tinued his policy for friendship and alliance ! with 
the bourgeois west. At an audience which the 
witness had with Benes, the latter told him 
Srectly that Clementis had been carrying out 
this policy under his guidance. 



The next witness was Oskar Langer, who had 
been employed in various functions, first at tne 
Regional Directorate of Building in Bratislava, 
then at the Commissariat of Food and later in 
the Slovak Communist Party Secretariat. He 
told the court that he returned to Czechoslo- 
vakia in 1946 from the United States where he 
had been living with his family since 1938. He 
returned because he had been sent to Czecho- 
slovakia by the U.S. Zionists to work against the 
People's Democratic Regime. On his return he 
visited the leading Czechoslovak Zionist, Wmter- 
stein, who had close connections with the Em- 
bassy in Prague. 

Winterstein told the witness he had been 
working on drafting the Czechoslovak Restitu- 
tion Law and that Slansky had promised to 
support this law. Its purpose was to concen- 
trate the property of the Jews who had re- 
turned from the concentration camps, as well as 
those who had not returned, in Zionist hands, 
and in this way the Zionists intended, with 
Slansky's help, to strengthen and extend their 
economic power in Czechoslovakia. 

The Zionist activities had been directed 
toward weakening the Czechoslovak economy by 
sending important machinery abroad. The wit- 
ness himself had been directed to authorize the 
export of certain machinery on behalf of two 
Zionist manufacturers. He knew of a Zionist 
who intended to emigrate to Israel and who 
had been permitted, on Slansky's intervention, 
to take with him important machinery and 
tools. 

The witness wrote to Slansky about anti- 
Semitism, and Slansky replied. The witness 
had destroyed Slansky's correspondence be- 
cause, in his opinion, it would have been dan- 




srerous to keep letters which could have incrim- 
fnated SlaSS in his anti-Btete activities 

Thp last witness at yesterdays proceeump 
was h Andela Kankovska whom the commenta 
tor described as a go-between oJ J^ u £ d <g£ e 
onaee agent, Herbert Kauders. In her eyiaence 
the witness said she became acquainted with 
Kauders in 1947, and that she maintained 
Sndlv and confidential relations with him. 
Kauders had not hidden from her his opposition 
to the People's Democratic Regime m Czecho- 
s?ovakia in 1951 Kauders told the witness 
!i°m^ v,'^ trpacherous intentions to escape to 

Spe^out^but 8 Sfe r %&.*%&% g 

nrnmfsed Kauders full cooperation and before 
n s Tep1rtur a e U they agreed tc f^mtam co^ac 
and that Kauders would use the name ot Kaoes 

'"JKfSSKS flight abroad the witness re- 

SSStMS SSsFM aTaylo^of 
SSFSS^atftTt time ^Vice gremta. and to 

thfui intelligence Service warned him about 
the danger of being arrested I and -offered him a 
cnfp psr-ane abroad and a political career, xne 
letter a'trasked for a date of escape and pass- 
words had been indicated which were to be 
KEKcartV "Radio Free *[«%**$£ 
days and times. However, the State Security 
Organs prevented the witness from fulfilling her 
assignment. 

_ END OF THE FIRST DAY OF THE TRIAL — 



NOVEMBER 21, 1952 — SECOND DAY OF 
THE TRIAL — MORNING SESSION 

When the State Court resumed its hearing on 
Friday morning, evidence was taken from Bed- 
rich Geminder. (Unlike yesterday's recording 
of Slansky's evidence, Geminder's evidence was 
presented only in recorded extracts, linked by a 
few words by the radio commentator. Geminder 
spoke with a strong German accent and was at 
times difficult to understand. The Court ap- 
parently suffered from the same difficulty and 
the Presiding Judge had to ask Geminder sev- 
eral times to speak into the microphone.) 

Asked to tell the Court about his association 
with Slansky, Geminder began by speaking of 
his "cosmopolitan, bourgeois, Zionist back- 
ground," his "family connections with the west, 
and his early education which fostered in him 
"petty bourgeois and cosmopolitan views. His 
parents were merchants, his youth was care- 
free, and there was nothing in his personal ex- 
perience that would have provided any ties with 
the revolutionary working class. While still at 
school he joined the "Blau Weiss" Zionist Youth 
Organization. All this Slansky knew. He also 
knew that he had a brother in Chile. 

Although the interests of the working class 
had been alien to him, he had, like many other 
careerist elements, joined the Communist Party 
for selfish reasons. In 1925 he was closely 
linked with Alois Neurath, who was later un- 
masked and expelled from the party as a Trot- 
skyite In 1927, he was in touch with Desider 
Fried, who was expelled from the party for 
grave political errors and hostile views; in 1930, 
he became friendly with Josef Gutmann who 
was unmasked as a Trotskyite and expelled in 
1933. Between 1926-35 he was in touch with 






various Jewish Nationalist and cosmopolitan 
elements such as Reicin, Polak, Frejka, London, 
and others. With them he masqueraded as a 
loyal Communist while they were actually work- 
ing against the Party. 

Geminder then told the Court how he had 
met Slansky in 1930. Their friendship grew 
quickly and he soon became an unqualified ad- 
mirer and willing tool of Slansky. Slansky soon 
confided in him and told him of his own con- 
nections with Trotskyites. 

Since 1946 he cooperated with Slansky and 
other members of the conspiracy, filling in key 
positions in Party and State with their own 
followers. Frejka and Frank were placed in 
the Economic Administration; London, Dufek, 
and others in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 
and the Zionist Goldstuecker and the adven- 
turer Richard Slansky in diplomatic posts in 
the west. 

Geminder next admitted he had maintained 
"espionage connection" with Novosel and "other 
Tito agents"; thus he had progressed, step by 
step, "on the road of betrayal of the party" until 
his double facedness led him to "crimes against 
the State." 

Asked by the Court to go back to how Slansky 
had won him over for his conspiratorial activity, 
Geminder explained that in 1946 Slansky had 
met him again and asked him to work with 
him. Geminder hesitated because of his inade- 
quate command of the Czech language and also 
because he did not have Czechoslovak citizen- 
ship. Slansky assured him that this could be 
remedied and suggested that he could change 
his name "as so many cosmopolitans have done." 
He suggested Vltavsky. 

Geminder explained that for their conspiracy 
they had relied largely on people who had spent 
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the war in Britain and who had come back 
after the liberation as supporters of British im- 
perialist policy and often as agents of western 
imperialism. 

In the field of foreign affairs the main agents 
of the conspiracy were dementis, "on whom 
Slansky relied personally," Dufek, Hajdu, Lon- 
don, "the international spy Simone who had 
connections with western journalists," Slansky's 
brother, Richard, and Goldstuecker. 

The Court then asked Geminder to describe 
how he had established connections with im- 
perialist espionage organizations. 

Late in 1947, Geminder said, Slansky told him 
he was in touch with "the British spy, Zilliacus." 
"I had known from party circles that Zilliacus 
was a British spy. When I asked Slansky if he 
knew that Zilliacus was an old spy, he said of 
course he knew, but Zilliacus played an impor- 
tant part in Britain and suited his plans." 

Geminder then described his role as contact 
man between Slansky and Zilliacus. Slansky 
gave him sealed letters — six or 10 of them — us- 
ually with a red gummed seal on which Slansky 
signed his initials. Occasionally Slansky sealed 
them in his presence after showing him the 
contents, which was "real espionage." These 
were sent to Zilliacus through the London Em- 
bassy. 

In reply to a question by the Prosecutor, 
Geminder admitted that in addition to acting 
as a link between Slansky and Zilliacus, he also 
had personal contacts with Zilliacus. 

Contact with Zilliacus had been maintained 
through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Czechoslovak diplomats abroad. Geminder de- 
scribed his interviews with Goldstuecker in 1947, 
when he himself and Slansky instructed Gold- 
stuecker to maintain contact with Zilliacus and 
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supply him with what information he wanted. 

At this point the prosecution submitted three 
letters illustrating Slansky's and Goldstuecker's 
collaboration with "the British spy Zilliacus" for 
the purpose of "tying Czechoslovakia to the 
economic policy of the west." 

Geminder recognized the letters as part of the 
correspondence that had gone through his 
hands. In connection with one of them which 
dealt with Czechoslovakia's acceptance of the 
Marshall Plan, Geminder stated that Slansky 
had told him in 1947 that he favored Czecho- 
slovakia's acceptance. A Czechoslovak delega- 
tion had been all ready to leave for Paris. This 
was one instance of Slansky's working to Zilliacus 
directives. 

Asked about his personal contact with Zillia- 
cus, Geminder said that in June 1948, when 
Zilliacus was in Prague, he had been present at 
the tail-end of a conversation between Zilliacus 
and Slansky. What Slansky told Zilliacus in his 
presence "must be described as espionage ma- 
terial." 

"With Zilliacus' help we brought about the 
prerequisites for the liquidation of the People's 
Democratic Regime in Czechoslovakia." Zillia- 
cus, Geminder suggested, was more than a mere 
link with the western espionage center; in carry- 
ing out their criminal designs, the conspirators 
counted on "active help from the western im- 
perialists" and the Conspiratorial Center natural- 
ly worked "in accordance with the plans and 
the directives of the western imperialists for the 
severance of Czechoslovakia from her alliance 
with the USSR and the People's Democracies 
and for her return to capitalism." 

Geminder next described how he had estab- 
lished a network of conspirators in the ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and in the diplomatic service 
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in order to be able to pursue the Conspiratorial 
Center's foreign policy. Clementis was a collab- 
orator of Slansky even before February 1948. 
From some remarks made by Slansky, Geminder 
gathered that Clementis was a member of the 
conspiracy. A group of Trotskyites had been 
formed in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in the 
persons of Hajdu and London, and by putting 
them in charge of personnel questions the con- 
spiratorial center gained control of the whole 
apparatus of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 

In the diplomatic service, continued Geminder, 
"bourgeois nationalist cosmopolitan Zionist ele- 
ments were appointed to foreign legations. Ex- 
amples were (Vladislav Geri) ; the Zionist 
(Brotan) , who was made Legation Secretary in 
Berne; the Zionist Bruegel, who was made Lega- 
tion Secretary in Berlin; Hostovsky, who was 
made Legation Secretary in Stockholm; the Na- 
tionalist (Tucek), who was made Vice Consul in 
Switzerland, and (Forst) , who was appointed to 

As for the USSR and the People's Democra- 
cies, the bourgeois nationalist Horvath, a col- 
laborator of Clementis, was sent to Budapest, 
and Antonin Hasek was sent to China, but the 
Chinese Foreign Ministry protested against him 
because he had worked against People's China 
for the interests of the western imperialists. 
"Many people whom we sent to the USSR and 
the People's Democracies in this manner had to 
be recalled for unreliability or incompetence." 
One of these was the Zionist, Josef Goldmann, 
who was recalled from the USSR. 

Asked by the Court what had happened to 
Goldmann after his recall for unreliability and 
incompetence, Geminder admitted that the con- 
spirators had appointed him Deputy Chairman 
of the Planning office. 
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Geminder was then asked by the prosecutor 
how he had organized foreign contacts outside 
the province of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
The defendant mentioned that immediately after 
the liberation Slansky had arranged for him an 
official contact with Anglo-U.S. journalists 
through Richard Slansky, head of the Press 
Department of the Ministry of Information. As 
an unofficial contact, Simone maintained liaison 
with the imperialists; Simone later acted as the 
official contact, after the unmasking of Richard 
Slansky, having obtained a post in the Ministry 
of Information. Geminder admitted that 
Simone's espionage contacts with the western 
imperialists had been known to him through 
Slansky since 1946. 

The Prosecutor referred to a remark by the 
Titoist Rankovic to the effect that "much better 
work is being done in Czechoslovakia than in 
Hungary." The Prosecutor wanted to know 
whether that was a reference to the activities 
of the Conspiratorial Center. The defendant 
confirmed this. (This ended Geminder's exam- 
ination.) 

Next a witness, Pavel Reimann was examined: 

Reimann showed how the Conspiratorial Cen- 
ter's leaders used the Zionist organizations of 
Czechoslovakia for their ends. Reimann told of 
the farflung network of Zionist organizations 
and of Zionist groups of a Fascist type, set up 
under the direct patronage of Slansky. These 
organizations had at their disposal considerable 
funds to be used primarily for espionage and 
subversive activities. They served the imperi- 
alists and consequently, carried out large scale 
financial transactions, enabling some Czecho- 
slovak capitalists to get their money out of the 
country. 

Reimann had reported these matters to 
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Slansky, Geminder, and Svab, who had, how- 
ever seen to it that all evidence of such sub- 
versive work by the Zionists was suppressed. 

Reimann was followed on the witness stand 
by Klinger, former head of the Press Depart- 
ment of the Foreign Ministry: . 

Klinger was expelled from the party in 1936 
for being a "cunning Trotskyite." Slansky and 
Geminder instructed him to sabotage the Press 
Department and gave him an important post in 
the Foreign Ministry. They also ordered him to 
"keep an eye on" some important representa- 
tives of the Czechoslovak Communist Party. 

Klinger confirmed in his evidence the guilt ot 
Slansky and Geminder. 

NOVEMBER 21, 1952 — AFTERNOON SESSION 

The hearing of evidence from Dr. Clementis, 
the third defendant, began at 1400 hours. 

Clementis began: "I plead guilty of having 
become involved in 1939 with the French In- 
telligence Service of the Surete Nationale and 
to thus having become an agent of the Western 
Imperialists. Later, as Undersecretary of State, 
and afterward, Czechoslovak Foreign Minister I 
established espionage contacts with Anglo-U b. 
spies such as Maurice DeJean, Mr. Nicholas, Mr 
Dixon, and Mr. Steinhardt, and I carried out 
espionage in their interests and against the 
Czechoslovak Republic." „ nnr .* a r. 

Dr Clementis then said that as a supporter 
of Benes pro-imperialist policies and after Benes 
had lost his position he had established close 
contact with Slansky. Together with him he 
"carried out a subversive policy m the organi- 
zation of the cadres in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs" and thereby began to play his part in 
the Conspiratorial Center. He further pleaded 
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guilty to having carried out subversive activities 
aiming at "the overthrow of the people's de- 
mocracy and the restoration of capitalism." 

In 1947 on Slansky's instructions he had estab- 
lished contact with Zilliacus to whom he passed 
information about Czechoslovakia and whom he 
enabled to interfere in Czechoslovakia's internal 
affairs. In 1946, he got in touch with Simone, 
whose criminal activities he financed and to 
whom he passed on espionage information. "I 
also supported the Trotskyite group in the Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs. To tell the truth, I 
must say that I never was a genuine commu- 
nist." He said he had grown up in an at- 
mosphere of Slovak nationalism. Dr. dementis 
described in detail his activities as a student 
from 1921-5 in Prague, when he took part in 
political activities, as a result of which he came 
into contact with the Communist Party. In 
Prague he gathered around him nationalisti- 
cally-minded Slovak students and as early as 
1924 he took up a polemical attitude in his 
paper, "Dav," against the official Communist 
Party line on the Slovak nation. He had not 
found the "right attitude" toward the Party 
and the working class. 

Clementis admitted having instilled his bour- 
geois nationalism into the paper, "Dav," and 
thereby into the Slovak intelligentsia which 
consequently fell victim to his "alien ideology." 
The attitude of "Dav" was admittedly anti- 
democratic and anti-progressive." 

Clementis then recalled the Slovak Youth 
Congress at Tencianske Teplice in 1932 at which 
Slovakia was placed in a position opposing the 
Czech lands, and the unity of the working class 
interests of both provinces was ignored. The 
"dangerous nature of that concept" was later 
manifested during the Slovak national rising and 
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in the process of the building of people s demo- 
cratic Czechoslovakia. ,, „ j. 

Clementis was then asked by the Prosecutor 
how he had established contact with foreign 
epsionage authorities. 

He said that in 1939 he had been introduced 
to the Surete Nationale in Paris where he was 
in exile, and later in his capacity as Under- 
secretary of State and Foreign Minister he had 
established direct contact with Anglo-U.S. spies. 

He described in detail the beginning of his 
contacts in Paris in 1939, first with Hubert Ripka, 
Dr Benes' chief right-hand man in Paris. De- 
spite his knowledge of that fact, he openly con- 
veyed to Ripka the views of the Communist 
Party on topical problems. He also knew that 
Ripka passed on that information to Dr. Benes. 
Other exiled politicians with whom he got in 
touch in Paris were Ambassador Osusky, Dr. 
Pauliny Toth, and others. When war broke out, 
he openly took up an "Anti-Soviet attitude" over 
the question of the Soviet German Pact and 
Finland, whereby he drifted into the reactionary 
camp and contributed towards the ease with 
which he "got involved with the Surete Na- 
tionale." 

Dr. Clementis was then asked to give a de- 
tailed account of his connections with the 
Surete Nationale. 

In October, 1939, he was arrested by the 
Surete Nationale and examined at the Police 
Prefecture in Paris, during which investigation 
he "betrayed various important data concerning 
the activities of Communist emigres in Pans 
such as Sverma, Siroky, and Koehler." There- 
upon he was asked bluntly whether he was pre- 
pared to work with the Surete Nationale, to 
which he agreed. 
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That important interview had, according to 
the Prosecutor, been witnessed by an interpre- 
ter who in his deposition had stated: "dementis 
did not behave like a member of the Communist 
Party, and willingly answered all questions put 
to him. He also committed himself in writing 
to working for the Surete Nationale." demen- 
tis admitted that this was all true. 

Czechoslovak reactionaries as well as numer- 
ous French and British personalities made great 
efforts to secure his release. Ripka, in particu- 
lar, showed the utmost interest in seeing 
Clementis freed. Dr. dementis then said that 
he had remained in London from April, 1941, 
until his return to Czechoslovakia. In London 
he renewed his contract with Ripka and in 1942 
or 1943 he was told by the latter that DeJean, 
De Gaulle's representative, was interested in 
meeting him. Dr. Ripka and Dr. Benes were 
informed about his connections with the Surete 
Nationale. 

The prosecutor then told Clementis that Gen- 
eral Josef Bartik had confirmed when examined 
that he knew of Clementis' betrayal to the French 
police. To this Clementis added: "Bartik was 
in a position to know this, being so close to the 
French authorities and President Benes' expert 
on French affairs as well as head of the Intelli- 
gence Section of the Czechoslovak General Staff." 

Asked about his meeting with DeJean, 
Clementis said he realized that the instigator 
of that meeting was not DeJean, but Benes and 
Ripka. 

In 1946, when DeJean handed his letters of 
credence to Clementis on his appointment as 
French Ambassador in Prague, Clementis "estab- 
lished direct espionage relations with him as the 
representative of the French Espionage Service." 

Speaking about his relationship with Benes 
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during the war, Clementis said that in 1941 
Benes had invited him to discuss their future 
cooperation. "I knew that Benes was for the 
capitalists against the USSR, and that his policy 
aimed at depriving the USSR of influence in 
Czechoslovakia up to the war. I told him that 
I was in agreement with his Western orienta- 
tion. 

"After this conversation Benes made it possi- 
ble for me to take part in the Czechoslovak 
transmissions of the BBC to enable me to propa- 
gate his pro-imperialist ideas in this manner." 

Prosecutor: "I present document number 11 
which proves Clementis' close cooperation with 
reactionary Slovak politicians, Slavik, Lichner, 
Becko, and Pauliny Toth. This is a record of 
negotiations about the appointment of the edi- 
tor of the Slovak transmissions from London." 

Judge: "This document has been presented to 
you during the preliminary investigation. Do 
you know its contents?" 

Clementis: "Yes, correct." 

Clementis continued: "Benes made it clear 
that he agreed with my appreciation of the 
international situation and with the tenor of 
my broadcast talks and that he counted on me 
for an important post after the war. He wanted 
to have his man in the Communist party to 
enable him to claim that he was playing a 
progressive role in cooperating with the Com- 
munists in the government." 

Prosecutor: "I put it to you that you became 
a traitor to the Czechoslovak people just like 
your friends who held these same opinions." 

Clementis: "I admit that." 

Prosecutor: "Who were these people who 
joined forces with English reactionaries?" 

Clementis: "Above all, the Jewish Bourgeois 
Nationalists such as Otto Sling, Evzen Loebl, 
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Ervin Polak, Richard Slansky, Vilem Novy and 
others who later, thanks to their hostile con- 
nections, attained important positions in Czecho- 
slovakia. Also the cosmopolite Koloman Mosko, 
who acted as liaison between our Jewish Bour- 
geois Nationalist and similar groups in the Hun- 
garian Communist Party which were exposed an 
connection with the Rajk trial. The Jewish 
Bourgeois Nationalists in London also rallied 
round Ludvik Frejka. Of this group I know 
Josef Goldmann and Dr. Jancik-Jung, and 
others. Ripka penetrated the Communist Party 
in London during the war through his agent, Dr. 
Ivo Duchacek, who had particularly close rela- 
tions with Sling, Goldstuecker, and Ervin Polak, 
Clementis said. These three supplied Ripka 
with reports on Communist activities. Ripka 
also employed in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Czechoslovak Emigre Government Gold- 
stuecker, the Zionist Mme. Vazna, and entrusted 
Loebl with important tasks connected with 
UNNRA. All these agents of Benes and Ripka 
had worked for foreign espionage services and 
after the liberation returned to Czechoslovakia 
only to serve the interests of the Western Im- 
perialists. The common aims of all these trai- 
tors provided the connecting link between the 
open reactionaries and enemies of progress of 
Benes' entourage and the Imperialist agents who 
covered themselves with membership of the 
Communist party." 

"My own position in this set-up was of a 
somewhat special character insofar as I coooer- 
ated with Benes and his reactionary clique while, 
on the other hand, as a member of the Com- 
munist Party I was in close contact with the 
conspirators grouped around Slansky." 

Speaking about his activities as a Slovak 
Bourgeois Nationalist, Clementis said that on 
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his return to Slovakia in 1945, his activities 
were "hostile to the people's democratic repub- 
lic" because he "remained a Bourgeois Nation- 
alist." He established close contact with Novo- 
mesky and Husak with whom he collaborated 
before the war. On the occasion of Novomesky's 
London trip in 1944 as a delegate of the Slovak 
National Council during the Slovak rising, they 
had agreed on a policy which was "funda- 
mentally hostile with respect to Czecho-Slovak 
coexistence. I must admit," he continued, "that 
the ideals of the subversive group of Slovak 
Bourgeois Nationalists were clearly marked by 
Titoist influence. Like the Titoist in Yugo- 
slavia, we in Slovakia propagated a foreign and 
hostile ideology of Bourgeois Nationalism. I 
fully admit my guilt in taking part in this sub- 
versive group of Slovak Bourgeois Nationalists 
which tried to separate the development of Slo- 
vakia from the development of the State as a 
whole and thus strengthened reaction, hindered 
the progress of Socialism and the development 
of the people's democratic order." 

Returning to his collaboration with Benes, 
Clementis recalled his swearing in as Secretary 
of State in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
1945. "In April 1945, in the President's villa, we 
agreed between ourselves and without the pres- 
ence of witnesses about the fundamental policy 
in foreign affairs. Benes instructed me to take 
action immediately after my return to Prague 
to secure privileges for the U.S. Army which 
would enable its members to move freely in 
Czechoslovakia, that is, the rear of the Soviet 
Army." 

In May, 1945, Clementis joined with Jina, an 
agent of Benes, who introduced him to the 
Anglo-U.S. Agent, Arnost Heidrich. Clementis 
entrusted Heidrich with working out the statute 
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of organization for the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and appointed him head of the political 
section of the Ministry. "In this way I secured 
the possibility of executing the Benes policy of 
linking up with the West and of removing 
Czechoslovakia from Soviet influence." 

Prosecutor: "This means that you acted as an 
agent serving the interests of the Anglo-U.S. 
Imperialists." 

Clementis: "Yes it does, I do not deny it." 

Turning to his own espionage activities, 
Clementis described his relationship with DeJean 
who came to Prague in 1946 as French Ambassa- 
dor and who "immediately, at our first meeting 
reminded me of my obligations to the Surete 
Nationale." He supplied DeJean with informa- 
tion of Czechoslovak foreign policy and home 
policy and DeJean "often told me that we must 
try to limit the growth of Soviet influence in 
Czechoslovakia." 

Clementis: "Following the instructions and 
examples of Benes and Masaryk, I established 
espionage links with Nichols, the British Am- 
bassador, and Steinhardt, the U.S. Ambassador, 
immediately after my return to Prague in 1945. 
On his first visit Nichols assured me of his con- 
fidence and later repeated this when he brought 
me a personal letter from Bevin thanking me 
for a telegram of congratulations which I had 
sent him on his appointment as foreign secre- 
tary. 

"Nichols declared on that occasion that he 
valued my friendly feelings toward Britain. 
Both Nichols and Steinhardt had particularly 
close intimate relations with Benes and Masaryk, 
who informed them fully of all Czechoslovak 
affairs and I gave them information about the 
views held by the Czechoslovak Communist 
Party." 
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After Nichols' departure, Clementis continued 
to supply his successor, Pierson Dixon, with con- 
fidential information with regard to the Danube 
conference, and in 1949 he informed him "about 
Czechoslovakia's candidacy for the Security 
Council." "Dixon also learned from me about 
the Czechoslovak attitude toward the West Ger- 
man Statute then under preparation, the Ruhr 
Statute, and toward Czechoslovak commercial 
and economic relations with Western Germany. 
All this Dixon knew at a time when this infor- 
mation was still classed as secret. 

"I want to emphasize that while the French 
and English showed interest in political ques- 
tions, Steinhardt concerned himself mainly with 
economic problems and with questions affecting 
international organizations under U.S. influence, 
such as the ILO, the International Fund, the 
World Bank, and others. 

"I passed on espionage information to Stein- 
hardt through Loebl. With his aid I strength- 
ened Steinhardt's position in Czechoslovakia. 
Steinhardt also paid attention to his private 
affairs in Czechoslovakia as partner of a New 
York law firm. In 1948 Steinhardt approached 
me several times on behalf of the notorious 
warmonger, John Foster Dulles, and tried to 
make me take steps to insure the payment of 
compensation for the nationalized property of 
the well-known Petschek banking family. John 
Foster Dulles, who became notorious through his 
advocacy of German bankers during World War 
I and who is also known for his dirty bargains 
with Nazi bankers during World War II was the 
lawyer entrusted with representing the Pets- 
chek interests. 

"I want to state that I also collected intelli- 
gence reports from the people's democracies. 
Immediately after the liberation, I took meas- 
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ing Czechoslovak Delegate, he wanted me to use 
them at the General Assembly. These memo- 
randa recommended that I take up the position 
of an intermediary. This would have, in reality, 
represented the first step toward abandoning of 
the Camp of Peace led by the USSR and toward 
moving into the Imperialist Camp." 

The State Prosecutor then showed Clementis 
reports allegedly given him by Zilliacus which 
Clementis identified. 

Prosecutor: "This means that Zilliacus, 
through the relationship which he established 
with you, tried to make use of you in the United 
Nations as a lever for the realization of his 
Imperialist intentions?" 

Clementis: "Yes. This is a fact." _ 

Prosecutor: "In this way Zilliacus openly tried 
to interfere with Czechoslovakia's internal af- 
fairs which belonged exclusively within the sov- 
ereignty of the Czechoslovak Republic." 

Clementis: "Yes. That was like Zilliacus, who 
wanted to play the role of a young labor party 
member but was in fact a foreign spy." 

Prosecutor: "From your and Slansky's testi- 
mony one must conclude that Zilliacus was in 
contact with Czechoslovakia's mortal enemies led 
by Slansky, as the Emissary of the Western 
Imperialists." 

OlpiiiGrrtis * " Yes." 

The State Prosecutor then proceeded to accuse 
Clementis of having established hostile contacts 
with the agent of Western espionage services, 
Andre Simone, of whose close relations with 
Slansky Clementis had been aware. 

Asked to describe Simone, Clementis said: "I 
became personally acquainted with Simone in 
Paris in 1938. Already at that time, while hav- 
ing conversations with him, I learned about his 
vast connections with the representatives of the 
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the Imperialist agents?" 
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At So hours the court reopened with the ex- 
aminations of three witnesses. 

NOVEMBER 21, 1952 - EVENING ^SESSION 
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on that occasion Clementis was questioned 
iSS* thP ^tuation in the Czechoslovak Com- 
2L %£ tU the Czechoslovak emigres in Mos- 
^nSr matters Clementis also referred 
trCcommunfst leaders then residing m 
Franc^e - ttot is, Sverma, Koehler, Siroky and 
nth?rs The witness also remembered that the 
French asked lor information about security 

further details. 

The next witness to be exa mined wag 
Nnvpmeskv former Chairman of the oioyaK 
SSny of Arts and Sciences, described by the 
«-Snmm6er as a "bourgeois nationalist traitor, 
Ind spy " The Prosecutor asked him about the 
origin of the subversive movement of the Slo- 
vak bourgeois nationalists. 

agSESft eSSy S^SS £?«£» 
SroSS led by Dr Clementis. That group and 
the magazine of the same name, had exerted a 
consSSe 'and .imaging influence upon the 
voune intelligentsia by instilling in its memperh 
*n alipn and hostile ideology, the results . of 
which had become noticeable, especially during 
Sie Congress of Trencianske Teplice. On that 
occasioS g tne identity of .their policy with that 
Xf tv>P Slovak separatists came into tne open. 
The "Dav°g?oup later continued to give active 
support to the Slovak separatists. 

The witness then told how, together with Jan 
UrsinyTnd Lt. Col. Vesely, he had met Clementis 
YndDr Series in London in 1944. He had then 
Jgrle^ with Clementis on a bourgeois nationalist 
policy again in the Republic. 



Describing the execution of this policy ^ after 

?Lwlhos?ilet?the Republic, such as the fanning 

ffStSS* among ^**f^g^*^ 
the other nationalities of the Repubnc ana *ne 

Swishment of a united and firm power m the 
St Bpionage links with the western taperialists 

SS. SSJ^ «££" had^een VKh 

rnnsul in Bratislava, Manacn. 

Another witness examined was Ivan Horvath 
fnnSer Czechoslovak Minister to Budapest, who 
Kitted he had I been arrested for his espionage 
?Sacts wfth Manach- described at this point 
afconsul General - whom he had met through 
r»r ripmpntis in Prague at the end 01 iyio ««iu. 
Sith wS he had blen instructed to cooperate. 

The witnesl said the activities of the entire 
prmm m Slovakia had been directed by Dr. 
Smenfe The group had included, among 
otKs Dr Okali 8 Dr P Husak, and Novomesky. 
ictivitie? against' the Hungarian People's ^De- 
mocracy had been carried out at the Gzecno 
SS Legation in Budapest on instructions 
from Dir Clementis. Slanderous reports about 



Hungary were collected through the agent 
(Beres or Terisz) and were conveyed to demen- 
tis through press attache Dr. Jan Danko. The 
purpose of these reports was to undermine the 
good relations between the two countries. 

Clementis had periodically sent sums of kcs. 
100,000 to the legation in payment for such re- 
ports, and Beres, former Hungarian journalist, 
had received kcs. 2,000 a month for his espion- 
age work. The witness himself had discussed 
those matters personally with Clementis when 
he called on him in Prague at the beginning of 
1949. The dispatch of further money was ar- 
ranged and the sum of kcs. 100,000 was received 
by the witness in March 1949. The money was 
handed over to Danko and then by the latter to 
Beres. In Autumn 1950 Danko told the witness 
that he had an envelope with a substantial sum 
of dollars for Beres. Danko also informed the 
witness that Beres had been arrested for sub- 
versive activities by the Hungarian security au- 
thorities. 

The witness told the Prosecutor he knew that 
Clementis "supported Trotskyite activities at the 
Czechoslovak Foreign Ministry" and secured a 
high position for the Trotskyite Hajdu. The 
witness had seen Clementis' secretary (Florin) 
in 1949 in Prague, and Flirin confirmed, as 
Clementis did later, that Hajdu belonged to that 
Trotskyite group. 

—END OF THE SECOND DAY OF THE TRIAL— 
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NOVEMBER 22, 1952 — THIRD DAY OF THE 
TRIAL — MORNING SESSION 

At the November 22 morning session, Dr. Cle- 
mentis who was recalled, was the first witness to 
be examined. He answered questions by the 
Presiding Judge and the Prosecutor. 

The Presiding Judge asked Clementis to clarify 
the following point: "How is it possible that you, 
a representative of Slovak bourgeois nationalism, 
were simultaneously an agent of Benes, who is 
known to have always opposed the legitimate de- 
mands of the Slovak nation for independence as 
a nation?" 

Clementis said this matter had, of course, been 
discussed with Dr. Benes both in 1941 and in 1944 
in the presence of Novomesky. Dr. Benes had 
"maintained his negative attitude" regarding the 
autonomous character of the Slovak nation. Dr. 
Benes had declared, however, that "if the new 
Czechoslovak constitution formally recognized 
the rights and independence of the Slovak na- 
tion, he as a politician and President would re- 
spect that viewpoint. As a private person, he 
would continue to adhere to his negative opin- 
ion." 

Dr. Benes did not mind Clementis' bourgeois 
nationalist attitude because any bourgeois ideol- 
ogy was closer to Dr. Benes than working class 
policy. Besides, Dr. Benes realized that the ul- 
timate aim of the bourgeois nationalists in Slo- 
vakia was identical with his own, that is, the 
restoration of capitalism. 

The Prosecutor then reminded Clementis of his 
claim that he had worked for the maximum au- 
thority of the Slovak national organs; were not 
the representatives of the reaction to gain con- 
trol of those authorities? Clementis admitted 
this and many other leading questions from the 
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Prosecutor, from which exchange of question and 
answer the following summary of dementis' ad- 
missions emerges: 

The representatives of the reaction strove for 
the expansion of the power of the Slovak Na- 
tional organs, dementis supported Slovak re- 
action which aimed at the destruction of the 
Republic and the People's Democracy. The re- 
actionaries imperiled the vital interests of the 
Slovak people by isolating Slovakia from the gen- 
eral reconstruction of the Republic, by restoring 
power to the Slovak bourgeoisie, by enslaving the 
working class, and by isolating the Communist 
Party. Clementis, by supporting all these en- 
deavors through his advocacy of wider powers 
tor the Slovak authorities, in fact worked for the 
destruction of the People's Democracy and the 
unity of the Republic, Clementis admitted all 
these points. 

The proceedings continued with the examina- 
tion of defendant Arthur London, former Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, who was described 
as a typical cosmopolite and Trotskyite. 

London began by "pleading guilty to active 
participation in the anti-State conspiracy created 
and directed by Slansky. I carried out my activi- 
ties from 1948 to the date of my arrest. This 
anti-State conspiracy planned the liquidation of 
tne People s Democratic order and the restora- 

< n n of capitalism in Czechoslovakia. 
Together with Geminder, I directed the Trot- 
skyite group m the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
tS? Pwi? S ™^ ed cont . ro1 of ^e party organiza- 
K«™ ? the M^ry in order to create condi- 
fj, ?m^ 0ra * ble t -?- the placin S of h 08 ^ cadres 
AffaFrs Positions in the Ministry of Foreign 

I also admit my guilt in acting as a link in the 
espionage relations between Slansky and the old 
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British agent Zilliacus. For this purpose I made 
use of the diplomatic mail facilities of the Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs. I myself had espionage 
relations with the U.S. agent, Hermann Field, to 
whom I gave intelligence reports." 

Speaking about his past, London admitted he 
had established contact with a Trotskyite group 
in France in 1940. This group, consisting of 
Czechoslovaks who had been members of the In- 
ternational Brigade in the Spanish Civil War, 
had been centered in Marseilles and later in 
Paris. The group included Osvald Zavodsky, 
Laco Holdos, and Antonin Svoboda, all of whom 
had been given important positions by Slansky 
after the war. "Slansky did this because he him- 
self was a Trotskyite, supported the bourgeois 
view, and attracted to himself similar men and 
counted on these people in his criminal plans." 

London had talks lasting for about 2 days with 
Slansky in 1946, when the latter made it clear 
that he knew of London's Trotskyite past. They 
had discussed the Trotskyite group in France and 
its connections with the Trotskyites Dubina, 
Spirk, and others, and also "the fact that this 
group had been financed by the Americans." 
London had also known of the Trotskyite activi- 
ties of Goldstuecker and of the treacherous 
doings of Clementis. 

Slansky told him that after the liberation the 
Slovak Communist Party had demanded the ex- 
pulsion of Goldstuecker and of some former 
members of the International Brigade from the 
party. Slansky was pleased by London's ac- 
count of his continued cooperation with all these 
Trotskyites. "He then began to talk in a more 
confidential manner and told me his own rela- 
tions with my friends were the same as mine and 
that he therefore tried to place them in impor- 
tant positions. He said that he wanted to make 
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Nekvasil and Svoboda members of Parliament, 
and that Pavel and Hromadka were intended for 
important posts in the Central Party administra- 
tion." 

London recalled that Sverma had told him in 
Paris in 1939 that Slansky had no liking for "the 
men around Gottwald." 

"At the end of our conversation, Slansky di- 
rectly proposed hostile collaboration to me. He 
asked me to return from France and assume 
control of Cadre duties in the party. He en- 
trusted me with the hostile task of carrying out 
subversive and espionage activities against the 
French Progressive movement. Geminder and 
Zavodsky also took part in these activities." 

In December 1948 London returned to Czecho- 
slovakia where Geminder offered him the post of 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs in charge of 
cadre policy. "He instructed me to establish 
contacts in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with 
Hajdu and Dufek, who were closely connected 
with him and who carried out Slansky's direc- 
tives with regard to cadre policy. 

"Geminder also talked me into cooperating 
closely with dementis and to support his policy 
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Geminder 
stressed that they regarded the Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs as an important sector, where they 
had already placed their people, and emphasized 
that all these directives instructing me to sup- 
port and establish contact with Clementis, Hajdu, 
and Dufek, came from Slansky. I accepted these 
instructions because of my unlimited devotion 
to Slansky. 

"As a person loyal to Slansky I enjoyed his 
confidence and I was acquainted with his con- 
fidential matters and thoughts. I knew that 
Slansky was slowing up the development of so- 
cialism in Czechoslovakia, and that he wanted 
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to seize control of the party, isolate the Presi- 
dent from the people, and gain power in the 
country. Slansky was determined to go to any 
lengths to achieve his ends." 

For these reasons Slansky had to place traitors 
in important positions. After the war Slansky 
had supported elements in the service of the 
imperialists who had returned from France and 
England, and he made use of their pro-western 
orientation to strengthen his own position. 

From March 1949 on, London carried out Slan- 
sky's directives while holding the post of Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. "At the same time, 
on Slansky's and Geminder's orders, I misused 
the diplomatic mail for the espionage purposes 
of the anti-State center. I was a link in the 
chain of espionage connections between Slansky 
and Geminder on one side and the old agent of 
the Intelligence Service, Zilliacus, on the other. 

"In March 1949 Geminder told me to take 
charge of the courier department of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. He stressed that I was being 
given this task because they regarded me as reli- 
able and that Slansky himself was greatly in- 
terested in this. Geminder added that he would 
give me letters for forwarding to employees of 
Czechoslovak diplomatic missions abroad. He 
emphasized that letters addressed to him from 
these employees must be immediately delivered. 
Toward the end of our conversation Geminder 
told me that these instances concerned Slansky's 
secret correspondence." 

Among Slansky's correspondents were Krato- 
chvil and Goldstuecker in London, who received 
letters for "the notorious anti-Soviet agent and 
Intelligence Service agent Zilliacus." 

In 1947 London made contact with the "well- 
known United States agent Noel Field" in Gene- 
va. At the time "Field was a leading representa- 
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tive of the American aid organization, the 
Unitarian Service Committee. In practice the 
American espionage service concealed itself un- 
der this label, and Field himself was under orders 
of the United States espionage service chief, 
Allen Dulles, who lived in Switzerland. 

"Under the cover of aid and rehabilitation, the 
American espionage service made use of the Uni- 
tarian Service Committee to penetrate the peo- 
ple's democracies, with the aid of various ele- 
ments from eastern Europe, and to develop 
treasonable and espionage activities. Field made 
use of this to establish contact, to create con- 
fidential links, and to tie people to himself and 
thus try to build up an American espionage net- 
work. In this manner Field tapped many im- 
portant sources of espionage directed against the 
people's democracies, as has also been proved by 
the Rajk trial in Hungary. 

"Field recruited his agents from among those 
who had succeeded in reaching important posi- 
tions in the Party and State after their return 
to the people's democracies." In 1948 London 
met Field in the Czechoslovak Information Bu- 
reau in Paris, where Field told him that he had 
seen "his people in Czechoslovakia/' 

Between April and September 1947, Field had 
called on London several times in Switzerland. 
London had informed him about his position with 
regard to the Czechoslovak Information Bureau 
in Paris and to the Journal ("Parallele") m the 
Paris Information Bureau, Field, accompanied by 
an unknown American woman, called again on 
London, who again gave him espionage informa- 
tion. 

Prosecutor: "Some of this information was 
secret and top secret?" 
London: "Yes, that is correct." 
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On his appointment as Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter, London had received a letter of congratula- 
tions from Field and, in another letter from 
Field, a card intended for the German Trotskyite 
Paul Mercker had been enclosed. "However, I 
destroyed those letters and did not send the card 
on. I did so because I wanted to destroy evi- 
dence of my espionage collaboration with Field, 
because I had been told by Sindelar and . . . that 
the activities of the U.S. spy Field had been ex- 
posed in Czechoslovakia. For the same reason, 
I refused to see Field, although the Trotskyite 
Kleinova asked me several times in 1949 to see 
him, as Field was in contact with her. 

"I spoke of my connections with Field to Slan- 
sky several times in 1949, to Geminder, and later 
to Karel Svab. Svab, in particular, cleverly re- 
minded me of my connections with Field and 
told me that I had been saved from serious con- 
sequences thanks only to Slansky, Geminder, and 
himself. Because of this I became even more 
active in carrying out Slansky's criminal policy 
against People's Democratic Czechoslovakia." 

London then named Slansky's brother-in-law, 
the Trotskyite Antonin Hasek, "who in Switzer- 
land in 1945 maintained contact with various 
international agents of the Western espionage 
services and with Trotskyites. Hasek had par- 
ticularly close relations with Kopecky, former 

In 1947 London had caught a glimpse of Dr. 
Frantisek Glaser in Hasek's flat in Berne and had 
been told that Glaser was a leading representa- 
tive of the Caritas International Aid Organiza- 
tion. From members of the Swiss Labor Party 
London learned that Glaser was "an old collab- 
orator of the chief of the American espionage 
service in Europe, Allen Dulles." 

As a leading representative of Caritas, Glaser 
had cooperated closely with the Vatican. Hasek 
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had also maintained relations with the Swiss 
Trotskyites Hoffmeyer and (Herzog). Hasek 
made no secret of his activities, since he regarded 
London as a person who enjoyed Slansky 's full 
confidence. . M 

The chief of the Czechoslovak-Swiss Chamber 
of Commerce, Arnost Jokl, was a representative 
of Swiss capitalist circles and a collaborator of 
the Swiss and French police. Hasek had coop- 
erated with Jokl in public, as could be proved by 
employees of the Berne Legation and Zurich 
Consulate. Hasek had also cooperated with an 
intimate of the Slovak emigre traitor Kirsch- 

baum. , „ ., , . 

"In 1948 democratic circles in Switzerland 
warned me that American spy Glaser was gain- 
ing the most secret information about Czecho- 
slovakia and the other People's Democracies from 
Hasek. Some of this information had appeared 
in the reactionary Swiss press, particularly with 
regard to Czechoslovak foreign trade with the 
People's Democracies and the USSR — the raw 
materials foundation of Czechoslovak industry- 
Czechoslovak industrial development, and diffi- 
culties caused to Czechoslovakia's economy by 
the discriminatory policy of the Western im- 
perialists. „ , . 

"I also know that in 1947 and 1948 Hasek fre- 
quently accompanied Fuchs, Glaser, Herzog and 
Hoffmeyer to Prague, where he arranged meeting 
the Trotskyite Fuchs and Hoffmeyer with Slan- 
sky and Geminder. In 1949 the Czechoslovak 
Minister in Berne had been instructed by Lon- 
don, acting on orders from Geminder and Frank, 
to support Fuchs." 

Asked whether he had given all the names of 
those members of the conspiratorial center who 
maintained connections with the Western espion- 
age services, London replied: 
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"Not yet. A very important part in the con- 
nection with the West was also played by the 
spy Dr. Zdenek Toman, who in 1947 told me in 
Switzerland that his activities were directed by 
Slansky himself. At the end of 1948, Toman 
went to the West. Similarly, Andre Simone, who 
in 1946 was unmasked by democratic circles in 
France as an old British agent, is an important 
link between Slansky and Geminder, on the one 
hand, and the West on the other. Up to 1950 
Simone had various important tasks in connec- 
tion with the West." 

London was asked what he knew about the 
connections between the members of the Con- 
spiratorial Center and Israeli and Zionist organi- 
zations. He replied: "Slansky and Geminder 
maintained contact with Zionist circles and Is- 
rael by Goldstuecker, through the diplomatic 
pouch. 

Prosecutor: "By extending connections with 
representatives of the West, you sabotaged our 
relations with the USSR and the People's Democ- 
racies. Tell us about this." 

London: "Slansky, Geminder, and myself sent 
to the People's Democracies people with pro- 
Western and anti-Soviet views, proved hostile 
elements. In this way, the Zionist Otto Fischl 
was sent as a spy to the German Democratic 
Republic. The cosmopolitan Richard Slansky 
was sent to Warsaw, where he behaved in such 
a way that he compromised Czechoslovakia and 
weakened relations with the Poles. Antonin 
Hasek was sent to China, where he abused his 
official position for hostile activities. They all 
tried to complicate and weaken the relations 
between Czechoslovakia and the other countries 
and played into the hands of the enemies of 
democracy." 

Prosecutor: "Will you give the names of per- 
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eign Affairs, I betrayed the interests of my state 
by being an imperialist agent and by betraying 
important secrets relating to Czechoslovak policy 
on international affairs." 

Prosecutor: "Under what conditions did you 
begin your plotting activities against People's 
Democratic Czechoslovakia?" 

Hajdu: "In 1939 I returned from Paris with 
Clementis, who even then openly admitted in 
conversations his anti-Soviet attitude and his 
hostility on the question of the German-Soviet 
Pact and the Finnish-Soviet War." 

Hajdu had fallen under Clementis' influence 
and met him often between 1940 and 1945 in 
England. 

Prosecutor: "During the investigations you 
said that in 1941 you were enrolled by the 
British police in Wivelscombe. Tell us all the 
facts about this." 

Hajdu: "I confirm my earlier statements. In 
1941 I was enrolled by the British police in 
Wivelscombe and I undertook to supply espion- 
age reports on political and economic matters 
in Czechoslovakia." 

Prosecutor: "Now tell us about the circum- 
stances — how you were enrolled by the British 
for espionage services." 

Hajdu: "In 1941 I was called to the police 
office in Wivelscombe under the pretext of giv- 
ing some information about my past. I was led 
to the head of police. When he saw that I was 
still in Slovakia in 1939 he asked me about 
some industrial undertakings there. I gave him 
information about some factories in the neigh- 
borhood of Bratislavia which I knew. The head 
of the police was satisfied with my information 
and asked me to supply similar information in 
the future." 

Prosecutor: "Did you agree to this?" 
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Hajdu: "I promised to supply the British 
police with reports of interest to them. 
Prosecutor: "Did you sign an undertaking? 
Hajdu: "The head of the police gave me the 
text of an agreement and I signed it. 

A deposition was then read by Hajdu s wife, 
Mrs Karola Hajdu, confirming the above. 

Prosecutor: "In what way did you continue 
to cooperate with the British espionage service? 

Haidu- "I soon came to the conviction that 
the British police were in fact not interested 
in my reports about industry in Slovakia. Tbis 
was only a pretext to get me to sign the under- 
taking . . Even then, their main task was to 
build up their agency among the emigres m 
preparation for the time after the War. The 
British again took up espionage connections 
with me in 1946 when I worked in the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs in Prague. I again worked 
for them and from 1946 to 1950 I had frequent 
contacts with various British spies who held re- 
sponsible positions in the British diplomatic 
service and to whom I gave important reports 
about decisions of the Czechoslovak government 
on international questions. By doing so I be- 
trayed the interests of the Czechoslovak people. 
Prosecutor: "From what you have said, it is 
clear that you returned to Czechoslovakia not 
only as an enemy of the Czechoslovak Peoples 
Democratic Republic, but also as an enrolled 
spy of imperialist Britain." 

Hajdu: "Yes, because of my past, my Trot- 
skyist opinions and my connections in London, 
I returned to Prague with a hostile attitude 
toward the USSR and the People's Democracies 
and as an enrolled spy of the British Secret 

Hajdii then explained how he noticed that 
Clementis was pursuing a foreign policy on 
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Benes' conceptions and placing people with a 
pro-Western attitude in important posts. 
Clementis had told him that all important ques- 
tions had to be decided by Slansky. 

It had become clear to him as early as 1947 
that Slansky, Geminder, and Clementis were 
carrying on a policy hostile to the Peoples 
Democratic Regime. In discussions with Gem- 
inder, they had found out that they held the 
same hostile opinions and this had become the 
basis of their friendship. Geminder had then 
recruited him for the plot. 

Prosecutor: "What concretely was your plot- 
ting activity in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs? 

Haidu: "In 1947 we began to set up Trotskyist 
groups in the Ministry. At that time, Slansky 
appointed to the Ministry the Trotskyist Dufek, 
my old friend from London." 

In 1948, hostile elements were planned in mis- 
sions abroad. After February 1948, Geminder 
had given him and Dufek "hostile instructions 
to step up their activities in order to capture the 
most important positions in the Ministry and 
thus be able to carry out their anti-Peoples 
democratic aims." . 

Asked who had been m charge of the Trot- 
skyite group in the Foreign Ministry, Haj du 
named Geminder. Hajdu had first met Slansky 
in person in the autumn of 1947 on the eve of an 
official journey to western Germany which he 
was to undertake together with General Pika. 

Interrupted by the prosecutor with a request 
to state who Pika was, Hajdu called hl ™ ** 
reactionary, a Benes agent, the head of the 
Czechoslovak Military Mission in Moscow during 
the Second World War, who was eventually un- 
masked as an enemy of Popular Democratic 
Czechoslovakia." 
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Hajdu: "Agreement about our future collab- 
oration." 

Prosecutor: "And did you meet Jebb again?" 

Hajdu: "Yes, in October 1946 when I was in 
Paris as the Czechoslovak Delegate to the Peace 
Conference. Jebb invited me to dinner. At this 
dinner I told him, at his request, what the 
Czechoslovak delegation's views were on the 
progress of the Peace Conference and what 
preparations we were making for further nego- 
tiations. At the end of our talks, Jebb was high- 
ly satisfied with my espionage information and 
told me that Britain counted on my further 
cooperation." 

Prosecutor: "Were you aware that this infor- 
mation was a state secret?" 

Hajdu: "Yes." 

Prosecutor: "And that you should have kept 
absolute silence about it?" 

Hajdu: "Yes." 

Prosecutor: "Why did you betray it?" 

Hajdu: "Because I had been enlisted." 

At this point the prosecution produced a pho- 
tograph and asked Hajdu to identify the person 
shown with Masaryk. Hajdu identified him as 
Gladwyn Jebb, the man he had supplied with 
espionage material over several years. Asked 
for further details of his espionage work, Hajdu 
continued : 

"In the autumn of 1947 Clementis sent me to 
London to attend the meeting of the Council of 
Foreign Ministers. On this occasion I called on 
Dean, the head of the German Section of the 
Foreign Office, who was a member of the British 
delegation. In our conversation, Dean told me 
he knew about my collaboration with Jebb and 
that Jebb had told him to get in touch with me 
to accept from me espionage reports about the 
attitude and the views and preparations of the 
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Czechoslovak government for this Conference 
and about the Czechoslovak government's views 
on questions to be discussed at the Conference. 
I gave this information to Dean." 

Prosecutor: "What further information did you 
give to this British spy?" 

Hajdu: "About a month later, at the end of the 
Conference, I met the English spy, Dean, again 
at his request, and told him the Czechoslovak 
government's views on the progress of the Con- 
ference just concluded." 

Asked what he knew about Clementis' con- 
spiratorial work in the Foreign Ministry, Hajdu 
replied that he knew that "at the Paris Peace 
Conference, Clementis openly adopted a hostile 
attitude to Popular Democratic Hungary, artifi- 
cially creating difficulties on the subject of a 
population exchange between Hungary and 
Czechoslovakia, thereby intensifying the tension 
between the two countries, worsening relations 
between them, and thus aiding the imperialist 
camp." 

He also knew that "Clementis had had a spy 
net organized in Hungary by the former General 
Dastich and that he received espionage reports 
from Dastich about the political and economic 
situation in Hungary." The agents who supplied 
this information had to be paid in dollars, and 
Clementis had personally told him once that 
Dastich had come to Prague from Budapest for 
a large sum in dollars in order to buy a major 
piece of information. 

Prosecutor: "On what cadres did Clementis rely 
in his work?" ^ ^ „ 

Hajdu: "It was generally known that the For- 
eign Ministry was a bulwark of Benes reaction. 
At its head stood two exponents of this reaction 
— Masaryk and Clementis. 
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"When a change in the person of the Foreign 
Minister came about in March, 1948, (this was 
Hajdu's way of referring to Masaryk's mysterious 
suicide. Clementis was full of praise for Benes 
and said that he owed it to him alone that he 
had become Foreign Minister." 

Prosecutor: "And that is why Clementis so 
eagerly protected the reactionary cadres at the 
time of the purge in the Foreign Ministry?" 

Hajdu: "After February 1948, Clementis did 
indeed try to prevent the hostile reactionary ele- 
ments from being removed from the foreign min- 
istry." 

Hajdu said that the same had happened dur- 
ing the reorganization of the Ministry in 1949. 
"But we did not succeed in carrying out criminal 
intentions to fruition in the Foreign Ministry. 
In March 1950, Clementis was recalled from his 
post and we had to tread warily so as to conceal 
our hostile intentions." 

Asked about further aspects of his work for 
Western imperialist spies, Hajdu continued: 

"In the summer of 1949 I was sent to Paris 
by Clementis as the Czechoslovak government's 
observer at the meeting of the Conference of 
Foreign Ministers when the German problem was 
discussed. At the request of the former British 
Ambassador in Prague, Dixon, I called on the 
British spy Dean, who was a member of the 
British delegation, and informed him about the 
Czechoslovak government's views on the various 
questions discussed at the Conference." 

Prosecutor: "Why did the British Ambassador 
in Czechoslovakia, Dixon, send you to Dean in 
1949?" 

Hajdu: "Because I had maintained espionage 
collaboration with him. Roughly, at the begin- 
ning of May 1949 I met Dixon, the former British 
Ambassador in Prague, at a dinner at the U.S. 
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Embassy. He suggested that we sit in a quiet 
corner where we could talk undisturbed. He 
then told me that he was acquainted with my 
collaboration with Jebb of the Foreign Office 
and he regarded it his duty to work together 
with me in espionage matters. 

"As this was shortly before the Foreign Min- 
ister's Conference he asked me about the Czech- 
oslovak government's attitude and preparations 
for this Conference, about the Czechoslovak gov- 
ernment's views on the individual questions to 
be discussed at the conference, and about vari- 
ous other problems affecting Germany. I gave 
him this espionage information. He then sug- 
gested that I call on Dean when I got to Pans 
and discuss these things with him. I answered 
Dixon's questions and gave him espionage in- 
formation. . , ^ ^ „ .. 

Asked whether he had also spied for the Brit- 
ish espionage service when he attended the 
United Nations Assembly in the autumn of 1950, 
Hajdu stated: , , . „ nrrt _ 

"At the United Nations Assembly m 1950 I 
met my old friend Jebb who was the permanent 
British delegate to the United Nations. At his 
request I informed him about the Czechoslovak 
delegation's views on the course of the session 
and on the lines on which I intended to make 
my report to the Czechoslovak government." 

The prosecution then asked Hajdu to speak of 
his espionage contacts with the former French 
Ambassador in Prague, DeJean. e 

Hajdu: "This is how my contacts with Dejean 
started. In the spring of 1947, at a reception 
at the British Embassy, Dejean came to me 
and told me that he knew of my collaboration 
with the British. He had not, however, spoken 
to anybody about it because, as a matter of fact, 
he would like some information for himself, and 
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nobody need hear about it. From that time on, 
Dejean used to receive various important espi- 
onage reports from me about Czechoslovak policy 
on international questions, mainly about Czech- 
oslovakia's political negotiations. 

"In 1949 I informed him about the reorgani- 
zation of the Foreign Ministry. I told him 
about my new position and my sphere of com- 
petence, about the new conditions in the Min- 
istry, and what personnel and their changes had 
taken place. Dejean thus was informed by me 
about matters which ought to have been kept 
secret in the interests of the Republic. 

"In 1949 Dejean asked me to intervene in 
favor of the condemned French woman spy, 
Pospisilova. During the same year he asked me 
to intervene in the matter of the espionage af- 
fair of the former French military attache in 
Prague, Eliot. He asked that this espionage af- 
fair not be published in Czechoslovakia. In 
connection with the French-Czechoslovak trade 
agreement, he asked that the question of the 
payment of interest on the old Austro-Hungarian 
debt be discussed. 

"I tried to comply with De jean's requests by 
giving twisted or inaccurate information to Dep- 
uty Siroky, who at that time represented 
Clementis during his absence. All these in- 
stances of my espionage activity were treason 
against the interests of the Czechoslovak peo- 
ple." 

The prosecution submitted a number of docu- 
ments confirming Hadju's evidence. Hajdu ac- 
cepted them as authentic and accurate. 

In conclusion, Hajdu said that he had made 
a full confession of the part he had played in 
the conspiracy headed by Slansky. He knew 
"that there was no point in denying it, since 
the whole gang of criminals had been un- 



masked." (This ended the examination of 
Hajdu.) 

The court then proceeded to examine the wit- 
ness Karel Dufek. 

In his deposition, the witness described the 
methods by which members of the Slansky 
group tried to fill the positions of the Party 
organization in the Foreign Affairs Ministry with 
their own nominees. The Conspiratorial Center 
had devised a plan for the composition of the 
Party Committee at the Ministry, which had to 
consist of agents and Trotskyites. When the 
Party organization at the Ministry opposed this 
plan, the traitors called Geminder to help them. 
Geminder, in the end, ordered such a composi- 
tion of the Committee as would be acceptable 
to the treacherous Trotskyite organization. 

The next witness was Vlastimil Borek, Vice 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, who described the 
methods used by Hajdu, Clementis, and London, 
against those at the Ministry's Party Organiza- 
tion who had pointed out to them their un- 
Communist practices. 

In the recorded excerpts of Borek's deposition, 
the witness said that he had joined the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs in 1946, and in 1946 he had 
become the Chairman of the Communist Party 
Organization at the Ministry. After February 
1948, the accused Hajdu had been engaged in 
intrigues which had made work at the Ministry 
difficult. Later Dufek and London had ap- 
peared on the scene. All had been using Trot- 
skyite methods in which they had been backed 
by Geminder. 

They had worked toward usurping leading 
positions at the Ministry and to this end had 
tried to gain control of the Party organization 
there. They had slandered and incited against 
various people who had condemned their un- 



Communist practices and eventually had re- 
moved their opponents from the Ministry. 

In the end, they succeeded in gaining control 
of the Party organization at the Ministry. This 
had been achieved through machinations dur- 
ing an election of the Party Committee. The 
witness had been called in dementis' office 
where, among others, Geminder had been 
present. , ^ 

The witness had been ordered to push through 
a list of candidates backed by Geminder against 
the will of the Party member at the Ministry. 
This list of candidates had been headed by 
Dufek, who otherwise did not have a chance 
of becoming a member of the Party Committee. 
Matters had been put right with the arrival of 
Vice Premier Siroky at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 

NOVEMBER 22, 1952 — AFTERNOON SESSION 

Shortly after 1400 hours, the accused Andre 
Simone, whose real name is Otto Katz, was called 
to give his evidence. Simone was a former 
editor of the Communist daily, "Rude Pravo"; 
a cunning globe trotter, a spy without back- 
bone, who as a son of a wealthy manufacturer, 
obstinately hated the working class. 

Presiding Judge: "Do you plead guilty to 
charges as outlined in the indictment?" 

Simone: "Yes." 

Presiding Judge: "Tell us in which way do 
you admit your guilt?" 

Simone: "I admit my guilt in that I was a 
member of the treacherous Anti-State Conspira- 
torial Center led by Slansky. The Conspiratorial 
Center's aim was to overthrow the People's Dem- 
ocratic Regime in Czechoslovakia, the restoration 
of capitalism, and to transform Czechoslovakia 
into a colony of Western imperialists. I admit 



my guilt in that I was in the service of the 
French, British, and U.S. espionage services, and 
that I was engaged in active espionage activities 
against People's Democratic Czechoslovakia." 

Presiding Judge: "What led you to actively 
fight the People's Democratic Regime in Czech- 
oslovakia?" 

Simone: "I shall tell the truth. I am the son 
of a manufacturer and educated in the spirit 
of the bourgeois ideology. The working class 
was alien to me. This was why my surrounding 
was formed of people spiritually akin to me, 
from the ranks of traitors against the working 
people, Trotskyites, Right-Wing Socialists, and 
bourgeois elements. For 30 years I defended the 
bourgeois ideology, disrupted the unity of the 
working class and the workers' movement in 
various capitalist countries, and I carried on 
similar activities in Czechoslovakia as a partici- 
pant in the Slansky's conspiracy." 

The accused Simone then went on to tell the 
court that he already had become a Trotskyite 
in 1926 in Germany. At that time he got in 
touch with the Trotskyite Erwin Piscator, a 
theatrical director in Berlin. 

Prosecutor: "When and how did you become 
associated with the French espionage service?" 

Simone: "In September 1939, I pledged my- 
self to the French Minister Mandel in Paris." 

Continuing, Simone said that Mandel has 
maintained his own espionage service with the 
help of Jewish and some French capitalist mag- 
nates. In 1939 Mandel had discussed with the 
accused the Daladier Plan and had told him 
about his belief that a second World War would 
break out. Mandel had expected Germany's de- 
feat and had stressed the point that after the 
war matters would have to be settled with the 
Soviet Union. . . ... 



The accused had agreed with Mandel s views 
and had told him that he, Mandel, could always 
relv on his cooperation. In November 1939, 
shortly after the accused had begun to work for 
the Czechoslovak Information Bureau in Paris 
which was under the direction of Ripka, Mandel 
had given the accused the task of finding out 
whether Benes and Ripka desired an agreement 
with Deladier. The accused reported back to 
Deladier and at the end of 1939 he left France 
for the United States. 

Prosecutor: "In 1939 you pledged your cooper- 
ation to the British Intelligence Service. Tell 

US sfmone: "I pledged my collaboration with the 
British Intelligence Service in Paris in 1939 in 
the office of the agent Paul Willert." 

Prosecutor: "How were you enlisted for col- 
laboration with the British Intelligence Service? 

Simone- "In April 1939 I became acquainted 
with Willert in New York. He was then Direc- 
tor of the New York office of the Oxford Uni- 
versity Press. Before my departure from France 
I was told that Willert already had worked with 
Traegler who later betrayed the German Com- 
munist Party." 

Prosecutor: "Who is Willert?" 

Simone: "Willert is the son of Sir Arthur 
Willert, who after the First War became the 
head of the Press Department in the British 
Foreign Office. Brenda, wife of Paul Willert, 
is the daughter of a British Lord whose family 
enriched itself through oil business in Mexico. 

Prosecutor: "When did you meet Willert? 

Simone: "I was invited to a dinner in a 
restaurant near the Comedie Franchise During 
our first meeting Willert told me that he was 
working for the British Intelligence Service. He 
asked me to meet his chief, Noel Coward, who 



at the time held an important position in the 
British Intelligence Service. I lunched with 
Nol Coward in Willert's presence in a private 
room in a Paris restaurant." 

Prosecutor: "Who is this Coward?" 

Simone: "Coward is a British novelist and 
playwright whose works are very popular in the 
Anglo-Saxon world. In France in 1939 and dur- 
ing the War, Coward never hid the fact that 
he was working for the Intelligence Service. 
His appearance was full of confidence and 
vanity." 

Prosecutor: "What did you discuss at your 
meeting with Coward?" 

Simone: "Coward told me at the very begin- 
ning that he knew about my collaboration with 
important French circles and named certain 
members of these circles. He pointed out that 
this method of collaboration did not meet the 
present day needs. He then appealed to me to 
join him. I told him that I would think it over 
and we agreed on a further meeting, at which 
I pledged myself to work for the British Intelli- 
gence Service." 

Prosecutor: "When did you sign your pledge 
to collaborate with the British Intelligence 
Service." 

Simone: "This happened later when I met 
Willert in the Paris Cafe Marino. In a brief 
conversation, I told him that I accepted his pro- 
posal to work for the British Intelligence Service. 
Willert replied that it was customary that every 
agent of the British Intelligence Service pledge 
himself in writing. We walked for about 10 to 
12 minutes to Willert's office. It was only partly 
furnished as an office. There was a steel cabinet 
and a typewriter table. Willert sat at the type- 
writer and began to write out the pledge for my 
collaboration with the British Intelligence Serv- 
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ioe it was written in three copies in English 
«r r : C ^ifanT orS^eopies come 
into vour hands?" 
SS!!^ e ^at 1a K■ the contents of the 

^one: "f^^^^^S 
supply the ; British ^ Intelligence berv terested . 

ports on all qucstonsm which w w d 

The document further suwea * t s that i 
must be kepf s ecreb m ah cir^msta , ^ x 
pledge myself of my °^ ^ , ^ cQn _ 
take upon myself the ^sp°nsmn y Qf 

sequences.. V* p WriLh Authorities would in all 
apprehension tjf^^l statement and testimony, 
circumstances deny mj ^^X SO mething about 

Prosecutor. Tn ^f nT *Can vou remember it?" 
financial compensation^ Car you r ^ pled 

Simone: "Yes, one P ar ^ *» damage caused 
stated that in case of oss f £1 to corn- 
through n^ activities, iw£* all three copies 

srsfss^ss^ fri oL Katz wh 

three passport Photographs oJ myself wwch^ 

handed *° h ™ f c °" rf'fofflel which was on 
proceeded to Noel »™ H°" %„ ]y a few doors 

* he san ^irooward wScSd me y as. the new 

entertained espionage links witn ^n arriy . 
Service Agent Willert on : ° m d that willert 
?fa e d Xi p°ut grmSou^^h-oth- Intelligence 
strvfie agent in Mexico, Barratt.. 



At the beginning of 1944 Barratt left Mexico 
and Simone was put in touch with the > Briton 

TL^^mti^TsL 1 ? tfffflfi 
Ihout the organization and the activities of ex- 
fles including communist organizations and 

SSrSSESSSyHfi 

t« TTPhruarv 1946 before his departure to 
cShostoiaSa he had been asked by theBntash 

y^W He'TefwiUerf twice Iffitoto 

should continue his cooperation with the jintel 
naence service. Simone was to write to 'Willert, 
bf fetterf addressed to Hamish HamiL on, Jf " 

with U wFllert A he eW left ly air for Czechos ovakia 
where he continued his cooperation with the in 
telligence service. 

QimnnP then told the court that he had left 
cSsToviwa in 1922 and returned there m 
1946 The witness was asked to explain in 

U.S Secret Service was in possession of Simone s 



undertaking vis-a-vis the French Minister Man- 
del. 

Schoenbrunn had told him that if the Com- 
munist Party learned of that fact it would have 
serious repercussions for Simone. The accused 
added that he did not want his hostile activities 
to be known to the Communist Party and so in 
February 1946 he had met Schoenbrunn again — 
on his return journey from Mexico to Czecho- 
slovakia — in New York. 

They met at a restaurant and Schoenbrunn in- 
formed him that he was instructed by the U.S. 
Secret Service to negotiate with him. Schoen- 
brunn emphasized that the United States was 
conducting the same policy as Mandel, who, if 
he were still alive, would wholeheartedly back 
Washington. Mandel had rendered splendid 
service to Capitalist Jewry. 

Schoenbrunn said: "It is the duty of every Jew 
to support the Americans even if he does not 
agree with every detail of their policy." Simone's 
best way of showing his support was by providing 
"information" which the Prosecutor interpreted 
as meaning "espionage information." 

Simone then explained that he knew of the 
background of Schoenbrunn. He was the son 
of a Jewish capitalist who migrated to the United 
States before the first world war. In 1946-47 
Schoenbrunn was in the service of the U.S. Over- 
seas News Agency "which is an organ of the U.S. 
Jewish Capitalists," financed among others by 
Bernard Baruch. This agency "is one of the im- 
portant links among the U.S. Zionists and Jew- 
ish Nationalists in the United States and coop- 
erates closely with the State Department." 
Through this agency the U.S. Psychological War- 
fare Board was spreading "outrageous lies and 
slander against the peace camp." Simone knew 
all this when he agreed to work for Schoenbrunn. 
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He was then asked to say something more 
about the U.S. Psychological Warfare Board. 
He said that the members were officials of the 
State Department, War Department, the Catholic 
and Protestant churches, and Jewish organiza- 
tions. 

The board "organizes murder, sabotage, and 
diversionary activities in China, and so forth. It 
had at its disposal hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars of the mutual security act with which to 
achieve the same purposes in the USSR and the 
people's democracies, as well as for the recruit- 
ment of emigres for the U.S. forces. The correct 
name for the board ought to be the "U.S. Board 
for a shooting war and for the liquidation of 
progressive people, for murderous atomic aggres- 
sion of the USSR and the people's democracies, 
and for the elimination of anything in the way of 
the U.S. Imperialists." 

Simone agreed with the Prosecutor that he had 
returned to Czechoslovakia in 1946 as a "triple 
agent of the British, U.S., and French Intelligence 
Services." His return had been made possible by 
Dr. Ripka. 

In March 1946 he had approached Slansky to 
find out whether he was to stay in Czechoslo- 
vakia or to go to Germany. Slansky decided that 
he should stay, and two weeks later Slansky 
asked him in at his apartment about his life 
abroad. 

Simone, realizing that all his Trotskyite activi- 
ties were well known, had given Slansky a full 
report about his close connections with Jewish 
Nationalists and Zionist circles in Mexico and 
as editor of an Israelite paper. 

Slansky had accepted this news as a matter of 
course. Slansky had shown particular interest 
in the activities of Earl Browder, former Secre- 
tary General of the U.S. Communists, "Unmasked 
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in 1944 as an enemy of the working people. His 
interest in details of Browder's technique as a 
liquidator" became understandable to Simone 
only later when he realized that Slansky wanted 
to "emulate Browder and Tito in usurping power 
and liquidating the Marx-Lenin Communist 
Party of Czechoslovakia," whereby he would have 
tried to destroy the popular Democratic regime. 

Simone then referred to a later conversation 
with Slansky, in which the offer was made to 
him to take charge of the International Depart- 
ment of the central committee of the Czecho- 
slovakia Communist Party. 

In 1946 Slansky told him of the need to "pop- 
ularize Tito and Yugoslavia's specific roads to 
socialism." At that time he had not known that 
Slansky had talked with Tito; Slansky had also 
shown great interest in cooperation with the 
Zionists and Jewish Nationalists in Mexico. 

The presiding judge asked Simone why he 
though Slansky had confided to him his "hostile 
intentions." 

Simone replied: "He wanted to ensnare me 
in his Conspiratorial Center in Czechoslovakia." 
Due to Simone's background, Slansky had found 
it easy to win him over. . 

With a view to promoting the conspiratorial 
design, Slansky had obtained an important posi- 
tion for Simone on "Rude Pravo," at a substan- 
tial financial gain. 

The Prosecutor wanted to know more details 
of the manner in which Slansky "planted" Si- 
mone on the "Rude Pravo." 

Simone said that in May 1946 he had discussed 
in Slansky's study a number of articles he was 
to write about him. Slansky desired to be por- 
trayed as the chief actor in the Slovak National 
rising and wanted the decisive role of the Czecho- 
slovak Communist Party to be suppressed. Slan- 



skv showed himself satisfied with the article 
written Si that spirit and said: "This is the way 

listed without the consent of Slansky or one of 

hi "In S the a spring of 1946 Slansky tried to suppress 
one of the important pre-election speeches ^of the 
Party Chairman, Gottwald by moving it from the 
front page to page two. Slansky also sabotaged 
the popularization of the peaceful policy of the 
USSR, and after February 1948 Slansky m 
structed me to write a short note instead of a 
Lading article on the Soviet Government's pro- 
posal to the U.S. government wi tb regard L to >toe 
discussion of disputed questions in the autumn 
of 1948, after the Party Chairman Gottwald had 
stressed the importance of close links between 
the Press and the Masses, Slansky and his gang 
decided to oppose this." 

On Simone's appointment as head oT the pr ess 
denartment in the Ministry of Information in 
Mav 1946 Slansky had told him to maintain un- 
ffiial relttfonTwith Capitalist correspondents 
and "he told me exactly: 'You Jnow how to ^get 

tS?S£ that you conMed in 
Slansky in respect to your espionage links witn 
America and Britain?" . 

Simone: "I spoke about this with him as early 
as 1946 when he came to Paris for the Peace Con- 
ference During our conversation in May 1946 
I informed Slansky in the following words with 
regard to the Foreign Journalists You know 
that everything I tell them is passed on. Slan- 
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sky agreed with this. I gave particularly detailed 

information to Slansky on that occasion about 

Hindu! nS W American Agent Maurice 

"Before my departure for the Paris Peace Con- 

SSSKf? i Jun ! e ^S S ! ansky instructed me to 
cooperate closely with Clementis " 

. Simone said he had informed Slansky in Paris 
m September 1946 that "together with Clementis! 
Lhv ^L engag fJ? m , su PPlying western journalists 
Sr^ told him^ rePlied that ClementiS had 

^«« t + r i 946 s ™ one continued to receive secret 
reports from Clementis. "Clementis knew that 
the reports he gave to me were being used for 
the information of western spies, who even vis- 

Sfnv^i^ my -£ at for ^ is P ur P°se- Clementis 
fully agreed with my activities" 

Prosecutor: "And for this reason Clementis 
o? 1947°" E r6Ward ° f C1WnS 50 ' 000 in the autumn 

^ S iu 10ne: "dementis told me that he intended 
to give me crowns 50,000 in view of my expenses 

pSSnW-r?*^ With foreign journalists 
Prosecutor: "This means that in effect 

?onnl5i!f« ™^ ed y °. ur es Pi°nage activities in 
^° n ^ ctl0n wltl L . west ern journalists who, in 
reality, were nothing but Imperialist spies'?" 

na^Svities.-"- ^^^ ****"* my es P io " 
In March 1948 Slansky had instructed Simone 
^J V ^% a b - 00 J k on tne February events in a 
hS^ST^fPS*: /' Slans ky asked me to describe" 
him as the Chief personality of the Februarv 
events. When he described these events to me 

Titofsr£n P ner -' mSelf in the fore ^nd, in the 
^i^yn^tojd Simone to model his book 
on Ten Days Which Shook the World," which 



was written in the Trotskyite spirit. "By falsi- 
fying history, Slansky wanted to gain popularity 
among the Czechoslovak people and to suppress 
the leading and decisive part played by the 
Party Chairman, Gottwald." However, Simone 
did not write this book because it would have 
exposed him immediately as a Trotskyite and an 
enemy of the Czechoslovak people. 

Slansky's instructions to Simone with regard 
to relations with Foreign Journalists had not 
changed after February 1948. "He told me that 
these relations were even more important after 
February 1948 and that the hostile policy of our 
anti-State center had remained unchanged." 

Simone had renewed his contacts with the 
Intelligence Service Agent, Willert, in August 
1946 at the Paris Peace Conference, when he 
supplied him with a detailed report of his activi- 
ties in Czechoslovakia and when "I told him 
that Slansky had his own notions and plans for 
future development in Czechoslovakia." Willert 
had asked many questions about Slansky. 

Simone also had informed Willert of his coop- 
eration with Clementis. Willert had encouraged 
him "to strengthen relations with Slansky and 
Clementis and told me to make use of Slansky s 
instructions with regard to my contacts with 
Foreign Journalists to furnish reports to all Brit- 
ish Agents who might call on me." 

Prosecutor: "Who contacted you and gave you 
the password agreed upon with Willert after 
your return from the Peace Conference?" 

Simone: "In 1947 the British spy, Alexander 
Werth, called me up and asked me to meet him. 
We met in the National Club where Werth im- 
mediately identified himself with Willert's pass- 
word. From 1947 on I had espionage contacts 
with the British spy, Alexander Werth, on the 
occasion of his trips to Czechoslovakia right up 




to the autumn of 1949. I met him four times, 
always after telephone conversations. 

"I used to meet Werth either in the Hotel 
Alcron, in the National Club, or in the restaurant 
Lippert. With every important report which I 
gave to Werth, I quoted its source. Werth al- 
ways asked me about my work and my position 
and always showed interest in the development 
of my relations with Slansky and Clementis." 

On his return from Mexico to Czechoslovakia 
in 1946 Simone met the U.S. spy, David Schoen- 
brunn. He went on to describe later relations 
with Schoenbrunn: 

"I met the United States spy Schoenbrunn 
four or five times during the Paris Peace Con- 
ference, mainly in a restaurant in the vicinity 
of the French Senate or on the Boulevard St. 
Germain, I supplied him with anti-Hungarian 
reports, information about Czechoslovak-French 
negotiations, and about the instructions issued 
by the Czechoslovak Government to the Czech- 
oslovak Delegation in Paris. I also gave detailed 
information to Schoenbrunn about Clementis' 
meeting with the Hungarian Foreign Minister. 
I also told him about Czechoslovak-Polish nego- 
tiations for a cultural agreement left out of the 
report prepared by Clementis for the Hungarian 
Commission of the Conference. 

"In 1947 the U.S. spy Schoenbrunn came to 
Czechoslovakia and visited me at home. I also 
met him in the Hotel Esplanade. On these 
occasions I supplied him with secret reports 
about Czechoslovak-French negotiations and 
about the demands which the Czechoslovak Gov- 
ernment intended to make to the Four-Power 
Conference on Germany. I told him all I knew 
about Czechoslovak-Polish and Czechoslovak- 
Hungarian negotiations. I advised him to con- 



tact Clementis, and I myself enabled him to do 
this. 

"During the Paris Peace Conference, the U.S. 
spy Schoenbrunn presented me to the U.S. spy 
Howard Smith. I gave secret reports to Smith 
long before their official publication." 

Simone stated that information for his espio- 
nage reports had been given to him by Slansky, 
Geminder, Loebl, Frejka, Clementis, and Hajdu. 

"When I was unable to supply these western 
agents with the information they required, I put 
them in touch with other members of the espio- 
nage center, above all, Slansky. In March 1948 
I arranged a meeting between Slansky and two 
hostile labor members of Parliament, Crossman 
and Wigg. I arranged this meeting by tele- 
phone and it was to be held in the Communist 
Party Secretariat. Slansky wanted me to act as 
interpreter at this meeting but as I could not 
do this he used Vilen Novy as an interpreter. 
After his return to Britain, Crossman wrote a 
number of hostile articles against People's Dem- 
ocratic Czechoslovakia. 

"During the Paris Peace Conference I put 
Clementis in touch with the U.S. Agents Schoen- 
brunn, Howard Smith, and Edgar Ansel Mowrer. 
Later I arranged meetings of Schoenbrunn and 
Hindus with Clementis." 

Asked by the presiding Judge whether he 
wished to supplement his evidence by any state- 
ment, Simone added: 

"As a conspirator I am responsible for every 
action and crime of each Jewish member of the 
conspiratorial center. 

"Which are the countries where fierce anti- 
semitism is on the increase? The United States 
and Great Britain. I have joined the spies of 
those states. Which country has a law against 
racialism and anti-semitism? The USSR. I 
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have joined U.S., British, and French anti- 
semites against the Soviet Union. Therein lies 
my crime. , .. , ... 

"I am a writer, supposedly an architect of the 
soul. What sort of architect have I been — I 
who have poisoned people's souls? Such an 
architect of the soul belongs to the gallows. 
The only service I can still render is to warn 
all who by origin or character are in danger of 
following the same path to hell. The sterner 
the punishment" (This ended the examination 
of Simone.) 

NOVEMBER 22, 1952 — EVENING SESSION 

Ludvik Freund, alias Frejka," who had usurped 
one of the most influential posts in Czechoslovak 
economy and who had caused damage amounting 
to billions of koruna through his sabotage. He 
was questioned by the presiding judge of the 
court, Dr. Novak. 

Presiding Judge: "Do you plead guilty m the 
sense of the indictment?" 

Frejka: "I do." 

Judge: "Tell us about your guilt." 

Frejka: "I admit that until my arrest I was an 
active member of the Conspiratorial Center led 
by the accused Slansky. I further admit to 
having been an agent of the Intelligence Service 
since 1941 and to having made contact during the 
second world war with Konni Zilliacus and the 
important U.S. spy, Hermann Field." 

Judge: "What was your contact with Zilliacus 
and Field after the war?" 

Frejka: "After the war I renewed my contact 
with Zilliacus and Field in Czechoslovakia as a 
member of the anti-State plot. I met them on 
various occasions in Prague and made avail- 
able to them important espionage reports, mainly 
on the Czechoslovak economy. By doing so I 



have endangered the country's security. Fur- 
thermore, for the purpose of evaluating the es- 
pionage material, I recruited other members of 
the conspiratorial center, namely Josef Gold- 
mann and Evzen Loebl." Slansky had cooper- 
ated. , , , 

Frejka also pleaded guilty to having "spread 
the opportunity theory among the masses of 
Czechoslovakia that Socialism can be built with- 
out the dictatorship of the Proletariat." This 
was done for the purpose of promoting the inter- 
ests of the Western Imperialists. He had also 
denied the inevitability of the intensification of 
the class war and preached "cooperation with 
the exploiter classes and their lackeys." The 
spreading of these opportunist theories had en- 
abled the plotters to avoid exposure for years. 

Judge: "How did you hamper the building of 
Socialism in practice?" 

Frejka replied that they had done so by 
wrecking and sabotage." 

In the spheres of planning, industry, com- 
merce, finance, agriculture, and so forth. "We 
strengthened and extended Czechoslovakia's de- 
pendence on the United States, Britain, and their 
satellites. We further hampered the utilization 
of Soviet experience in building Socialism. On 
the other hand, we closely collaborated with the 
Tito clique, although we were aware of their anti- 
Soviet attitude. Even before the Cominform 
resolution, for example, I and Slansky knew from 
the Yugoslav commercial attache in Prague, Bar- 
balic, of the Titoist adventure of creating the so- 
called European Federation." 

On Slansky's instruction and on his own initia- 
tive he had sabotaged economic planning to- 
gether with his accomplice, Josef Goldmann. In 
the sphere of heavy industry, for example, they 
had purposely left out of the plan the utilization 



of "a whole number of important iron ore bearing 
areas." In this way they had assured the de- 
pendence of the iron and steel industry on im- 
ports which came mainly from the West. 

Judge: "What were your crimes in the sphere 
of fuel and power?" 

Frejka: "In this sphere, we created such a dis- 
proportion between supply and demand that the 
supply of fuel and power suffered, as is well 
known, continual interruptions. I believe that 
the liquidation of this sabotage of ours will take 
a long time." 

Judge: "What was the effect of your sabotage 
in industry?" 

"Frejka: "Together with my accomplices, I 
committed terrific sabotage in industry, mainly 
by wrongly distributing investments and by di- 
recting them to unproductive industry." 

Frejka and his accomplices had also planned 
for too low a productive plan capacity. They 
had sabotaged the chemical, machine building, 
leather, and rubber industries. They had also 
sabotaged foreign trade. In the sphere of sup- 
ply, the group had committed "extensive wreck- 
ing and sabotage and created a situation that in 
Czechoslovakia exists even today." 

Presiding Judge: "We shall deal with these 
concrete facts later." 

Frejka: "In England in 1941 I undertook to 
cooperate with the Intelligence Service. In July 
1940 I was arrested by the British authorities as 
a Communist. I was interned in an internment 
camp. A tribunal decided I should be released. 

"In September 1941, the time of my release, I 
was called to the camp authorities to see the 
captain of the Intelligence Service, Fidler. On 
his proposal, I signed a pledge that I would sup- 
port the war aims of the British Empire and that 
I would work for Britain after the war." 



Frejka confirmed the Presiding Judge's opinion 
that he had returned to Czechoslovakia as an 
agent of the Intelligence Service and of the Benes 
clique. 

Frejka described how he returned immediately 
after the War through the help of Lausman. He 
reported to the Communist Party and was told 
by Slansky that he need not report to Lausman 
since he, Slansky, had a job for him. "From this 
I gathered that Slansky and Lausman had come 
to an agreement about me." Slansky gave him 
the post of economic adviser to the then Deputy 
Premier Gottwald and also of Secretary to the 
Economic Committee of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party. 

He had been instructed to work on Slansky's 
directives and "had agreed with Slansky to work 
together for the strengthening of economic rela- 
tions with the capitalist countries." They had 
also agreed to fill the most important posts with 
"old capitalist so-called experts. We also agreed 
to recall Josef Goldmann and Bedrich Lewit from 
England in order to place them in influential 
positions in the economic sector." 

He had further agreed with Slansky "to pre- 
serve the prewar structure of the economy in the 
way desired by the capitalists." In this way they 
had aimed at preserving Czechoslovakia's de- 
pendence on the capitalist West. This was the 
manner in which he had joined the Conspira- 
torial Center. 

Asked about the placement of their people, 
Frejka replied that he had placed "our direct 
collaborators" in important posts — Dr. Vojtech 
Jancik-Jung in the . . . Department, Joseph 
Goldman in the Planning Department, U.S. spy 
Herman Field and Dr. Kurt Markus in the For- 
eign Trade Department. Slansky himself was in- 
terested in the latter. Frantisek Kolar, Frejka's 



') 



deputy carried out sabotage at his, Frejka's, 
instruction. 

Regarding the placement of hostile persons in 
the economic sector, Frejka named "our direct 
confederates" who had been given important 
positions. They included the "Jewish bourgeois 
nationalist and Ripka agent Loebl, and Mar- 
golius, who had a Zionist past," both of whom 
became Deputy Ministers of Foreign Trade 
Other confederates were : 

"The old servant of the international financial 
magnates, the Rothschilds," Dr. Frantisek Fabin- 
ger, who became director general of the metal 
industry and later of heavy engineering, and 
who used his positions to sabotage the building 
up of heavy engineering industry;" 

Inq Jaroslav Jicinsky, Director General of 
Foundries and "old agent of prewar capitalism, 
who systematically undermined the building up 
of the foundry industry and prevented it from 
becoming the basis of Czechoslovak industry as a 
whole, thus serving the Western imperialists;" 

Dr. Jaroslav Tichy, Director General of the 
Chemical Industry, "an old devotee of Fascism 
collaborator with the Nazis, and member of the 
anti-Bolshevik League, who sabotaged the de- 
velopment of the chemical industry;" 

Deputy Director General of the Power Industry 
cosmopolite Barta-Bronstein, who had particu- 
larly close relations with Slansky and who "used 
his position to sabotage the power supply of our 
industry. 

Svatopluk Rada, Director General of Mines 
and later Deputy Minister of Industry, who 
slowed up the development of fuel and ore sup- 
plies. 

In the sector of Light Industry, Frejka listed 
Dr. Ivan Holy, "a typical product of the Bata 
foystem and a Gestapo agent," who became suc- 
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cessively Director General of the Leather and 
Rubber Industry, Director General of the Textile 
Industry, and Deputy Minister of Industry, as 
one of the conspirators' allies. The hostile aims 
of the anti-State center were carried out by 
Holy, inasmuch as he "supported the dispropor- 
tionate development of Light Industry." 

Goldmann and "the international arms mer- 
chant, factory and estate owner Eduard Outrata", 
had been active in the field of economic plan- 
ning. In the Financial Sector, Slansky himself 
had recruited the "bourgeois lawyer and Zionist 
Otto Fischl, who carried out Slansky's directives 
in the Ministry of Finance." 

Other hostile elements included the Trotskyite 
Vlk, General Manager of Salvage Collection; the 
nationalist Josef Trojan, Manager of the Leather 
and Rubber Industry in Slovakia; the Jewish 
bourgeois Dr. Otto Eisler, Deputy Director Gen- 
eral of the Chemical Industry; the Zionist . . ., 
Chief Secretary to Fabinger; and Dr. Vojtech 
Schlesinger, Director-General of the "Metrans" 
international carrier monopoly. A number of 
the nominees appointed to important positions 
with Frejka's aid deserted to the imperialists 
after February 1948. These included former 
Bata employees like Dr. Cvachovec, Jan Kucera, 
Simandl, and the former factory owner Eckart. 

The conspirators had seized control of the 
Central Economic Commission — the most im- 
portant economic authority — by means of 
Frejka's own appointment as Chairman and by 
the appointment of Goldmann, the "career- 
seeking spy Milan Reiman," and the "petty 
bourgeois intellectual Kilar." 

"Slansky and Frejka had also created a large 
number of various economic sections and com- 
missions where the same people had held influ- 
ential positions. Thus Loebl had been Chair- 
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man of the Foreign Trade Section; Fabringer, 
Chairman of the Metals Section; Barta, Chair- 
man of the Power Section; Tichy, Chairman of 
the Chemical Industry Section; and Holy, Chair- 
man of the Leather and Rubber Section. 

"These people, thanks to their various posi- 
tions and plurality, combined the functions of 
administrative and controlling authorities and 
simultaneously directed the practical affairs of 
Czechoslovak economic life. We supplied these 
hostile elements with dictatorial powers for their 
hostile activities. 

"We also seized control of regional economic 
commissions. We succeeded in this mainly be- 
cause Slansky and Svermova appointed people 
like Sling, Fuchs, Landa, Lomsky, and Polak as 
Chief Regional Secretaries of the Party in the 
most industrialized regions. They were of bour- 
geois Jewish origin and in London during the 
War they had the closest contacts with imperi- 
alist circles." 

The Central Economic Commission had been 
abolished in the autumn of 1948 for "hindering 
the Socialist development of our conomy. How- 
ever, we managed to conceal the real reasons 
for the abolition of the Commission and its 
subordinate bodies. It was replaced in the Cen- 
tral Secretariat of the Communist Party by the 
new Department for Industry, Commerce, and 
Finance, and this was placed under the direction 
of Josef Frank, one of our fellow conspirators. 
The treacherous activities of the Economic Com- 
mission were continued by this department and 
by practically the same people." 

The conspirators had assumed control of the 
Central Planning Commission by appointing 
Frejka himself, Reiman, and Goldmann as mem- 
bers. "Under my leadership, these men, to- 



gether with other fellow conspirators, dominated 
the Central Planning Commission PpTltral 

Slanskv had seized control of the Central 
Association of Industry before. Frejka's return 
from England by appointing Reimann as Secre- 
tary General of the Association, and hostile ele- 
ments luch as Vlk had been placed in important 
nositions "This Central Association of Indus- 
try and its divisions was a huge bureaucratic 
organization employing more than a thousand 
neople, all of whom were old capitalist experts. 
During the occupation, these people ran Czech- 
oslovak industry for the Nazis. Slansky and 
FreTka had kept this organization in existence 
right up to 1949-50 in order to have «yet an- 
other strongpoint for our hostile activities. 

Replying to a question by presiding judges 
about nis relations with Zilliacw, Frejka said: 

"Zilliacus called on me in 1946 m my office 
in the Central Communist Party Secretariat. 
We were, of course, acquainted and he reminded 
me of my obligations by speaking about my 
imprisonment in England and my release from 
the detention camp. He also said he was giad 
to be able to recall our cooperation in England, 
which he valued highly, and he told me that he 
had come to re-establish contact with me and to 
ask me to supply him again with information 
about our economic life, in accordance with our 
agreement made in England. 

"After this introduction, Zilliacus went on to 
the question of the external economic relations 
of Czechoslovakia and said he wanted to know 
about the Czechoslovak attitude toward eco- 
nomic relations with the capitalist West par- 
ticularly England. I informed him of the prep- 
arations for the two-year plan, which was being 
prepared in 1946. I also informed him of the 
nationalization of industry and banking in 
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Czechoslovakia, about the condition of industry 
and banking after nationalization, and about 
the difficulties we had to face. 

"This conversation lasted for about three 
hours. Zilliacus gained a detailed survey of the 
state of the Czechoslovak economy from me. I 
told him especially about its vulnerable points by 
means of which the Western imperialists could 
exert pressure on Czechoslovakia. 

"In 1947 Zilliacus again visited Czechoslovakia 
and on this occasion I met him several times. 
I gave various valuable information about the 
state of the Czechoslovak economy to him. In 
particular, I told Zilliacus about Czechoslovak 
foreign trade, not only with the West, but also 
with the USSR and the People's Democracies. 
Zilliacus was not satisfied with the information 
about the types of goods in question which he 
received from me, and therefore I put him in 
touch with another member of the espionage 
center, Loebl, and asked him to work out a de- 
tailed report about Czechoslovak foreign trade 
for Zilliacus. Loebl promised to do so. 

"I informed Zilliacus about the progress of 
the Two Year Plan. Zilliacus showed great in- 
trest and asked for more detailed information, 
not only about plan fulfillment but also about 
Czechoslovak industrial potential. I therefore 
instructed Goldmann, another of the conspira- 
tors, to prepare a report, which I personally 
handed to Zilliacus in the Hotel Alcron. 

"I saw Zilliacus again in the autumn of 1948. 
He told me that his stay in Czechoslovakia was 
ending and he was about to leave for Yugo- 
slavia. He supported the treacherous views of 
Tito on that occasion and spoke against the 
Cominform resolution." 

Judge: "What were your views on this reso- 
lution?" 
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Frejka: "I did not support this resolution be- 
cause the aims of Tito in Yugoslavia were basi- 
cally identical with ours. 

"In the autumn of 1948 Zilliacus showed par- 
ticular interest in questions concerning Czecho- 
slovak foreign trade, and I enlightened him, 
making use of the plan fulfillment report for 
the first nine months of 1948." 

Judge: "Were you entitled to give Zilliacus 
this sort of report?" 

Frejka: "No." 

Judge: "That means that you violated what?" 

Frejka: "That means that I violated official 
secrets." 

Judge: "You were in fact a link between the 
anti-State center and an imperialist spy?" 

Frejka: "Yes, I was such a link. But I want 
to state that relations with imperialist spies, 
particularly with Zilliacus, were also maintained 
by other members of the anti-State center, 
above all by Slansky himself. In the autumn of 
1947, about two days after my meeting with Zil- 
liacus, Slansky called me to his office and asked 
me to act as interpreter in his own meeting with 
Zilliacus. 

"On that occasion we agreed that Slansky 
would tell Zilliacus about the principles of eco- 
nomic policy and that I would fill in the details, 
Slansky also agreed with my intention to in- 
struct Goldmann and Loebl to prepare detailed 
reports for Zilliacus. To enable Zilliacus to gain 
even more detailed information about Czecho- 
slovak foreign policy, Slansky, in my presence, 
telephoned to arrange a meeting between Zillia- 
cus and our fellow conspirator Clementis." 

The commentator remarked on the strict divi- 
sion of espionage duties among the members of 
the conspiratorial center: Slansky supplied Zillia- 
cus with information on domestic politics; Gem- 
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inder and dementis on foreign policy; and 
Frejka gave economic information to Zilliacus 
and Field. 

The commentator said that Frejka illustrated 
the close contacts between Zilliacus and one of 
the leaders of the trust fund, Field. The nature 
of the trust fund could best be seen from the fact 
that it financed — with the money the Slansky 
gang had from the capitalist countries — enemies 
of the Republic, renegades, spies, and agents sent 
to Czechoslovakia by the imperialists. 

Presiding Judge Novak then asked Frejka to 
give evidence on his criminal activities and sabo- 
tage in the planning authorities. 

Frejka: "In this subversive work, I acted on 
instructions from Slansky." When he discussed 
the Five Year Plan project with Slansky, the 
latter repeated his intention to preserve Czecho- 
slovakia's prewar economic structure and de- 
pendence on the capitalist West. It had also 
been agreed to plan an excessive share in Czecho- 
slovakia's foreign trade for the Western coun- 
tries so that it would reach nearly 60 percent by 

Frejka admitted to having carried all these 
and other directives into practice. He told the 
court that this was possible because they had 
planted their men in leading economic positions, 
where decisions on planning were taken. 

Asked to specify some of the sabotage activities, 
Frejka said that they slowed down the develop- 
ment of heavy industry. They did not calculate 
the use of some important iron ore and non- 
ferrous metal deposits. They sabotaged the 
power industry. They misallocated capital in- 
vestments. They deliberately planned for the 
utilization of industrial potential below capacity, 
and generally caused a great deal of waste. "A 
particularly effective means of sabotage" was the 
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prevention of the application of Soviet planning 
experience. 

The presiding judge asked for details on each 
of these points — first of all, on the hampering 
of the development of heavy industry. 

Frejka said that the implementation of the 
plan for the development of heavy industry was 
postponed until the years 1950 to 1952, whereby 
investment operations in the industry accumu- 
lated to such an extent that it became impossible 
to tackle the problem. This was the case with 
the construction of the Gottwald Foundries in 
Kuncice and a large number of other engineering 
plants. 

Investments and resources which were to have 
been used for these purposes were diverted in- 
stead to "various superfluous" projects in other 
sectors, such as to the construction of a series of 
textile mills in Slovakia. In the Five Year Plan 
itself, this hostile policy was continued by the 
deliberate setting of low targets for the produc- 
tion of indigenous raw materials. 

Furthermore, industrial production was pur- 
posely lowered by planning for a far too low 
utilization of available productive capacity. In 
the heavy engineering industry, for example, 
only one shift was worked, although more could 
have been operated. Heavy lignite cutting ma- 
chinery was used for only 4 to 5 hours a day. 
Plans for a far too low use of available capacity 
were also made for the cement industry, for the 
production of natural and artificial fibers, and 
for foundries and the power industry. Another 
act of sabotage was the misappropriation of in- 
vestment capital for purposes other than the de- 
velopment of heavy industry. 

Efforts were made to prevent the application 
of Soviet planning experience. Both during the 
Two Year and Five Year Plan periods, the task 
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of concentrating on the fulfillment of specific 
production objectives was neglected in the metal 
industry and the foundries in particular. As a 
result, in many cases items of light instead of 
heavy industry were produced — that is, light 
electric motors instead of big ones, or small ma- 
chine tools instead of large ones, and so forth. 

Soviet experience was not applied in the field 
of planning the use of raw materials in accord- 
ance with norms. As a result of this, in 1950 
for example, the metal industry's percentage of 
copper used for the production of some materials 
was two percent in Czechoslovakia, as against one 
percent in the USSR. Consequently there arose 
a copper shortage. Industrial and foreign trade 
sabotage further led to the total or partial failure 
of heavy industry to fulfill its commitments, and 
to great delay. 

Another act of sabotage was the introduction 
into the Two Year Plan of a provision to the 
effect that the textile, rubber, and leather in- 
dustries could use only such foreign exchange 
as they could procure through their own pro- 
duction for the purchase of raw materials and 
investment equipment abroad. These industries 
were thereby directly compelled to expand their 
exports to the West. A variety of difficulties 
for Czechoslovak industry arose from this at a 
later date, such as raw material shortages in the 
textile and leather industry, or thousands of mil- 
lions of kcs. in export losses. 

The Presiding Judge then read to Frejka from 
documents in the possession of the prosecution 
which showed the deliberate planning of the 
excessive expansion of the textile, rubber, and 
leather industries, and which showed that this 
policy increased Czechoslovakia's dependence on 
the Western capitalist countries. It also led to 
inordinate investments in these industries, whose 



great industrial capacity was not fully used. It 
retarded the development of Socialism. Frejka 
agreed that all these observations were correct. 

The defendant then enlarged upon the ways in 
which the building of a raw material basis for 
the foundry industry had been neglected. A 
large number of important deposits of iron ore 
and nonf errous metals were not taken into con- 
sideration when planning. In 1947 mining was 
stopped at the iron ore mine m Sternberg in 
Moravia. Even for 1953, a lower output of iron 
ore was planned for than 1948. 

While cutting down iron ore production, tne 
Five Year Plan envisaged a 70 percent increase 
in the production of crude iron. Thus a serious 
discrepancy was created, and the foundry indus- 
trv was becoming even more dependent on im- 
ports of raw materials from the West. Similarly, 
in the production of nonferrous ores, several 
years were wasted as a result of sabotage. Dur- 
ing that time large quantities could have been 

^Frefka'and his accomplices had opposed the 
utilization of low yield ores and geological re- 
search was sabotaged. Another means of keep- 
ing the Czechoslovak foundry industry dependent 
on the West was the failure to create the neces- 
sary refining facilities for nonferrous metals. As 
a result, some of the nonferrous metals imported 
from the people's democracies had to be sent tor 
refining to Belgium. Another item not included 
in the Five Year Plan, Frejka said, was pyrite. 
Despite the fact that the country at that time 
was entirly dependent on imports of this raw 
material. There were other examples of sabo- 
tage but which Frejka did not enumerate. 

Frejka proceeded to explain his sabotage activi- 
ties in the power industry, on which the con- 
spirators particularly concentrated. His own 




crime was, first of all, his agreement to a plan 
envisaging a too low utilization of available 
power plants. With a view to sabotaging the in- 
dustry, Slansky put Barta-Bronstein, a member 
of the conspiracy, in a high position, the latter 
concentrated his sabotage on arranging for ex- 
cessive and widely dispersed construction of new 
power plants. While at the same time neglecting 
and dismantling factory power plants. 

Slansky and Frank delayed the establishment 
of a separate ministry of fuel and power and 
held up the application of a national fuel con- 
sumption policy. Fabinger, director general of 
the metal industry, was another saboteur of the 
power industry. He directed the sabotage of 
deliveries and repairs of electrical equipment. 

Power utilization figures in the Soviet Union 
were much higher than in Czechoslovakia, where 
some 25 percent of available power — as against 
15 percent in the Soviet Union — was held in re- 
serve at all times. Unnecessary power consump- 
tion peaks occurred every day, with' the increas- 
ing demand for power during the winter months 
of 1950-51 and 1951-52 substantial breakdowns 
in the supply were the result of this sabotage. 
"The effects of this sabotage in the power in- 
dustry will be felt for some time yet and it will 
take quite a while to remedy them." 

The Presiding Judge asked Frejka about sabo- 
tage in the field of the planning of investments. 

Frejka admitted carrying out his sabotage 
activities "under the framework of the agree- 
ment on hostile investment policy entered into 
with Slansky," as already stated. It affected both 
planning of new factories, as well as the recon- 
struction of old plants. In numerous instances, 
establishments still capable of production were 
destroyed and replaced with new plants, ostensi- 
bly to increase productive capacity. 



Asked how this activity was carried out in the 
steel industry, Frejka stated that in the Koniev 
works four still serviceable blast furnaces had 
been broken up and three new ones constructed. 
In the Trinec Iron works, a larger and still serv- 
iceable plant had been dismantled and replaced 
by a new plant of approximately the same pro- 
ductive capacity. Huge losses had been caused 
to Czechoslovak economy by this method. 

An expert's statement was then referred to, 
according to which in the case of the Trinec 
Iron Works, the value of the annual output of 
the plant, still suitable for production, repre- 
sented 35 million kcs. As the result of breaking 
it up, the loss suffered from 1948 to 1952 amount- 
ed to over 2.5 billion kcs., to which the value of 
the dismantled plant — approximately 360 billion 
kcs. — should be added. "This approach," the 
statement pointed out, "has led to a slowdown 
and the disruption of one of the main sources of 
the production of pig iron, steel, and rolled prod- 
ucts. This caused colossal losses to the Czecho- 
slovak economy. 

"Ludvik Frejka, among others, is responsible 
for the loss of almost 9 billion kcs. which 
has accrued to this country as a result of a 
harmful approach to the problem of alterations 
in Trinec," the statement charged. 

The accused then admitted that "under my 
control, a sum of some 9 billion kcs. was 
frittered away in what is called the reconstruc- 
tion of Trinec. We carried out further sabotage 
in the planning of new factories, mainly by 
including in the plan the construction of un- 
necessarily large plants in the light engineering 
sector of light industry. One of the branches 
thus affected was the production of automobiles. 
Other branches were the Czechoslovak leather 
and rubber industries." 



£f d l^ &^?a sswarsft 

Plant had not been built. SI added Sit' thS 
veSSS Sffi 11 ^ ProductiveSapa? ty h o 

alent «?f n «? ^ en ^."^ controlled by "an 
agent of U.S. monopolies, Alexander Tanh » q«h 

y «ln n °19 h 4 e 6 r S ber °' tAe $* !>" PabiVr 
Czechoslovak motor vehicle indiistrv MUS? 

s£ ISSFS'S S3 

paid 'zwi'^oS.™ a n d a teter d 2 *5Sf » was 
mpnth and in additS was^ V^pXsi? 

132 



bility to become acquainted with all Czecho- 
slovak large metal producing plants. 

Prosecutor: "Did Taub make full use of the 
possibilities which you granted him?" 

Frejka: "Yes. We also made it possible for 
the U.S. Agent Taub to acquire on the spot the 
most confidential information and data on the 
largest Czechoslovak plants. When Taub, about 
the end of 1948, left for the United States he 
carried with him a number of secret and con- 
fidential plans and detailed data of both an 
economic and technical nature about the most 
important Czechoslovak metal-producing plants. 
He was, therefore, detained by security officials 
at the airport in Ruzyn. On Pabinger's re- 
quest, I intervened and arranged that Taub 
could take away with him to the United States 
these papers. Thus I made it possible for our 
anti-State center to gain further contact with 
the Western imperialists. 

"A further sector of heavy industry in which 
we carried out a faulty and harmful investment 
policy was the leather and rubber industry. 
There we had a cooperator in Dr. Ivan Holy, who 
took a substantial part in the sabotage activities 
affecting investment policy. Thus, we included 
first in the Two Year and then in the Five Year 
Plan unnecessary provisions for the establish- 
ment of a tire plant in Puchov, Slovakia, for the 
production of light tires. A market for these 
products was not safeguarded ither. Thus we 
frittered away an additional several hundred 
million in capital investment. 

Asked about sabotage activities affecting an 
oil refinery project, Frejka stated that the con- 
struction of a refinery in Slovakia was provided 
for in the Plan, although it was known that the 
necessary raw materials were not available at 
home, and that it would have been more econom- 
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ical to restore the war-damaged Bratislava Oil 
Refinery, as well as to manufacture a greater 
quantity of petrol from coal in the Stalin Works. 
A further sum of several hundred million kcs. 
had thus been unnecessarily spent. 

Further large sums were frittered away in 
heavy engineering because existing productive 
capacity was not sufficiently utilized. The con- 
struction of plants was started at unsuitable 
places, and work had to be stopped and trans- 
ferred elsewhere. Thus the construction of a 
large nitrogen plant in Vratimov, in the Ostrava 
region, had to be discontinued and begun else- 
where although even that site proved unsuitable. 

There were whole series of similar cases, and 
these means of sabotage slowed down and dam- 
aged Czechoslovak investment reconstruction, 
especially in heavy industry. Tens of billions 
had been spent unnecessarily, while things re- 
quired for the building up of Socialism had been 
left undone. 

Asked about matters which had been neglected 
in the plans, Frejka referred to the steel indus- 
try where projects providing for raw materials 
of home origin had been omitted. Also omitted 
were provisions for building a rubber-making 
plant. "We made provisions for the processing 
of natural rubber which we intended to import 
from the West." 

Asked for greater details of his sabotage 
activities Frejka said that they included lack of 
preparations and excessive dispersal. The first 
resulted in the costs of the Czechoslovak build- 
ing industries being 15 percent in excess of what 
they should have been, which has caused Czech- 
oslovak economy in recent years an annual loss 
of kcs. five billion. Dispersal resulted in the 
freezing of further huge amounts through de- 
laying plans. 
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Losses under this heading were put by the 
expert's statement at kcs. 12 billion annually. 
Frejka admitted his responsibility for this loss. 

Prosecutor: "How did you further sabotage in- 
tentions at the expense of the five year plan's 
positive points?" 

Frejka: "The basic conception of the five year 
plan is completely correct. We, the members of 
the anti-State plot, have been unable to destroy 
this conception. We succeeded, however, as al- 
ready stated, in smuggling into the plan a series 
of sabotage acts — those acts on which I have 
given evidence. I have explained how we tried 
to justify these acts of sabotage by alleging needs 
of Czechoslovak economy and how we dove- 
tailed them with the plan. It was by this 
method that we succeeded in misleading re- 
sponsible persons, in particular, the President of 
the Republic. Later it was because of the Presi- 
dent that our acts of sabotage were successively 
exposed. They were then connected in the five 
year plan, particularly after the report made 
by the President of the February conference of 
the Czechoslovak Communist Party Central Com- 
mittee in 1950 and 1951." 

Prosecutor: "The sound nature of the five 
year plan was cleansed of your sabotage super- 
structure. Is that so?" 

Frejka: "Yes, that is so." 

Frejka was then questioned about his sabo- 
tage activities in the field of foreign trade. He 
stated: "In the field of foreign trade we put 
into effect the plotters' concept of maintaining 
the economic dependence of Czechoslovakia on 
the West — chiefly by orienting Czechoslovak 
foreign trade to the West — and acted against 
the development of trade relations with the 
USSR and the people's democracies. 
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"We made provisions in the five year plan for 
excessive quantities of consumer goods to be 
exported to the Western countries and for an ex- 
cessive import of raw materials from Western 
countries. Thus we proceeded in particular in 
planning exports of footwear, textiles, and light 
tires, and the import of raw textile materials, 
natural rubber, and leather." 

Asked by the Prosecutor whether the group 
had intentionally led the Czechoslovak economy 
into dependence on the capitalist countries, and 
had sabotaged the development of trade rela- 
tions with the USSR and the people's democra- 
cies, Frejka admitted this and stated: 

"In various trade negotiations with people's 
democracies I pressed those countries not only 
to buy from us the investment goods they re- 
quired to set up Socialism but also to buy quanti- 
ties of consumer goods and investment goods 
which they did not need or which they could 
produce at home. In addition, I pressed coun- 
tries like Bulgaria to supply industrial raw ma- 
terials which were in short supply there 
in exchange for our deliveries. We even turned 
down tobacco Bulgaria offered in exchange for 
machinery, while we later were compelled to buy 
tobacco from Turkey for Western currency. 

Sabotage activities against trade relations with 
the USSR were carried out by the accused in the 
autumn of 1950 during negotiations for a com- 
mercial treaty with the USSR. "In the course 
of these I and my fellow conspirators pressed 
the USSR to buy from us products of the light 
industry which the USSR did not need. On the 
other hand, I also pressed for turning down the 
Soviet offer of a greater delivery of grain, al- 
though economic needs of Czechoslovakia re- 
quired this. By various sabotage acts of this 
nature, we succeeded, as already stated, to in- 
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sert extensive acts of sabotage into the Czech- 
ntSvak Dlans" When these were exposed the 
nlins had to be revised. The loss caused, how- 
eve?, wis enormous and amounted to several 
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and capitalistic. This system was responsible 
for the slowing down of the advance of Social- 
ism, and for huge losses. 

Questioned about what he knew about the 
Titoist plans for the stablishment of an anti- 
Soviet Federation, Frejka described a meeting 
in October 1947, in Milan Reiman's flat in 
Prague, at which, in addition to himself and 
Reiman, Loebl, Fabinger, and Goldmann were 
present as Czechoslovak representatives, and the 
Yugoslav commercial attache Ivo Barbalic — who 
later was expelled from Czechoslovakia — the 
Yugoslav foreign trade minister Petrovic, and 
some leading Yugoslav officials had attended. 

Various obstacles to close trade relations be- 
tween the two countries were discussed. How- 
ever, agreement was not reached on a number 
of fundamental problems and it was decided to 
send a Czechoslovak delegation to Yugoslavia to 
discuss things with Kidric in person. At the 
meeting in Prague, the Titoist representatives 
sketched prospects of Czechoslovak- Yugoslav 
economic cooperation with a clear anti-Soviet 
bias. 

Frejka, Reiman, and Fabinger went to Bel- 
grade at the end of October 1947. The Titoists 
on this occasion voiced their "hostile attitude 
to Czechoslovakia in an even more provocative 
manner." 

Asked whether he had informed Slansky of 
the Titoist hostility to Czechoslovakia and the 
USSR, Frejka replied that he had done so but 
it had been clear to him that Slansky was fully 
informed of the hostile plans of the Titoists. 
Slansky nevertheless had instructed him to con- 
tinue the "excessive economic relations" with 
Tito's Yugoslavia. 

In reply to a further question, Frejka con- 
firmed that Slansky had repeated his instruc- 



tions for "excessive economic relations" with 
Yugoslavia, even after the Cominf orm resolution 
2n Jugoslavia. That was why a .trade agree- 
ment was concluded with Yugoslavia for 1949 at 
roughly the same volume as that for 1948. 

Frejka concluded his evidence, by explaining 
that the conspirators had acted in this manner 
because their aims were the same as those of the 

"As I have explained here, we conspirators, 
led by Slansky, were trying, by means of sabo- 
tage, economic disruption and espionage to cre- 
ate in the economic field the prerequisites for a 
definite reversal of conditions in Czechoslovakia 
for Czechoslovakia's severance from the Camp oi 
Peace and its transfer to the Camp of Imperi- 
alism and War." . _ . v . x 

(This concluded the examination of Frejka.) 

— END OF THE THIRD DAY OF THE TRIAL — 



< 



NOVEMBER 23, 1953 — FOURTH DAY OF 
THE TRIAL — MORNING SESSION 

The witnesses heard on Sunday morning con- 
firmed Frejka's evidence. The first of them was 
Ivan Holy, former Deputy Minister for Industry. 
To explain why Slansky had enrolled him in 
the conspiracy, Holy said: "I was a suitable per- 
son for Slangy. Slansky knew my bourgeois 
origin and knew about my collaboration with the 
German fascists during the occupation, when I 
acted as a Gestapo and Security Service Informer 
and supplied them with information from the 
beginning of the occupation until 1945. 

Prosecutor: "How did you know that Slansky 
knew of your activity during the occupation? 

Holv "This is proved by a conversation I had 
with Slansky at his office at Communist 
Party headquarters in the autumn, of 1947 
He received me at a table on which there 
was a bundle of paper, and he said right 
at the beginning that he had documentary evi- 
dence of my past during the occupation, in fact 
about my connections with the Nazis. _ He hinted, 
however, that he would not use this material 
against me. Thereby he put me under an even 
greater obligation to carry out my hostile work 
according to his instructions and under Frejkas 

gU At a the 'request of the court Slansky here con- 
firmed the statement of the witness. 

With Slansky's approval Holy became Works 
Manager of the Bata Works in 1945. In 1946 
Slansky pushed through his appointment as a 
Communist MP. In 1948 Slansky arranged for 
Holy's appointment as General Secretary of the 
industrial sector for leather and rubber, later of 
the sector for textiles, and in 1948 Slansky ar- 
ranged his appointment as Deputy Minister for 



r 



\ 



Industry. As a result of these favors he had been 
under an obligation to Slansky and carried out 
all his instructions. 

Holy then described these "hostile tasks" he 
had performed. Immediately after the libera- 
tion, in the summer of 1945, Slansky had in- 
structed him to pursue a pro-capitalist cadre 
policy. He also confirmed the witness's cadre 
policy at the Bata Works after the liberation, 
when he had appointed to leading posts a num- 
ber of men closely connected with the old man- 
agement, such as Frantisek Simandl, Jose Kubin, 
and Dr. Karel Cvachovec. All these were later 
deposed and Simandl and Cvachovec became 
traitors and escaped to the capitalist countries. 
Slansky also approved the witness's decision to 
leave the old capitalist managers, such as Fran- 
tisek Halota and Dominik Cipera — the latter a 
minister of the defeatist Post-Munich Govern- 
ment — in their posts when the works were 
placed under National Administration. 

On the occasion of his visits to the Bata Works 
in 1945 and 1946, Holy continued, Frejka de- 
manded that the Bata organization be introduced 
in other nationalized enterprises. Frejka then 
expressed the view that the time was not ripe 
for the introduction of the Soviet cost accounting 
method in the Czechoslovak economy. This view 
had been repeatedly uttered by Frejka, particu- 
larly in 1948 when the so-called debureaucratiza- 
tion commission was to commence the adoption 
of the Bata organization in the economic min- 
istries. 

Asked by the Prosecution whether Frejka had 
been "the principal and guiding force" in this 
matter, Holy replied: "No. The principal and 
guiding figure in the introduction of the Bata 
system was Rudolf Slansky." 



Holv then told the court how this policy had 
"supported Czechoslovak emigre traitors i at the 
pSSnse of the Czechoslovak people." In 1947, 
^? Sh Kubelik a former social democrat, and 

Irthaf ZT^^S^SSS^S Czecho- 
slovakSe^the/ and^ rubber manufacturers had 

SSS& t0 ^^e^T^ee^^^ 
K t*X ■ Czechoslovak economy because It bnr- 

194 dS? Head of the Cadres section of the 

gone T complete schooling as a saboteur in Eng 
la Ha'iek told the court that Slansky had "given 

witness that he was "acting ^^ 5°l r A c i%o Ur _ 
Asked for examples Hajek named the bour^ 
geois Jewish Nationalist, Ludvik Kalina wnom 
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r*™i d i ^commended for the post of Deputy 
General Manager of Centrotex, and "The Cos- 

r^ 0h \ a ^ Vojtech Schlesinger" for the post of 
General Manager of Metrans 

On one occasion, the witness stated, Slanskv 
had remarked to him: "Surely there are encmeh 

afn°?» e IS??**? 1 * J etu , rned f *SS from n B?f£ 
+EL t ^ ince s . lansk y knew the composition of 

had^°r n H.T^ eS as W 1 H as Ha J ek - «* wftness 
self even ^^f 1S M „ a clea F hint t0 orient him- 
f mm tfS ™* ^ ward p £ ople wh0 had returned 
me?ts *» ' 1S ' Zionist and similar ele " 

Jan^l^f i r nesS ^ be , questioned was Vojtech 
JS'? nffJo ng ' m + cl ?arge of the Cadre De- 

S»*& 1 8S«SSSS^ the central Com - 

^«; a %^ 

whTeTe w a P <f r fi tm f nt ?'> e Centml Committed 

movement as a student, that he was of oetiS 
bourgeois descent, and that as a refugee mlngf 

SatLSSsS? C ° ntaCt With Jewish b °" 

and a Freikp liCy Ti? ad b ^ en laid down by Slansky 
d.na irejRa. The various sections and subspr- 

S nX™ H by Slansky with "Jewish bou?- 
fn ~!ii P atlonall sts, cosmopolitans, and bourgeois 
so-called experts like Evzen Lc-ebl Dr Josp? 
Go dmann Zdenek Rudinger, Fabinger Dr Ivan 
Holy, Svatapluk Rada, D?. Oldrich Cernv and 

"lefe ffifL ° f th - is V e ^ ^ People 
were definite enemies of building socialism." 
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Asked about cooperation between Frejkas Eco- 
nomic Department and Tito's Yugoslavia, Jancik 
replied: "There was a very close cooperation, in 
November 1945, for example, frejka agreed with 
Slansky to send an economic delegation to Yugo- 
slavia for the purpose of studying the situation 
there and gathering experience. I myself was 
a member of this delegation." 

Prosecutor: "And what experience did you 
gather there'" 

Jancik: "During our one week stay, particularly 
in discussions between the leader of the delega- 
tion, Frejka, and the then Minister of Industry 
in Yugoslavia, Kidric, we learned that the Yugo- 
slav Communists in no way utilized the experi- 
ence of building Socialism in the USSR, but went 
the so-called Yugoslav special way, which was 
basically different from the methods of building 
Socialism in the USSR." 

Slansky's Conspiritorial Center neglected So- 
viet experience in the same way. On the con- 
trary, under the pretext of the so-called special 
situation of Czechoslovakia, they had worked for 
the restoration of Capitalism and Imperialism. 

The accused Josef Frank was questioned next. 
He pleaded "guilty to being a member of the 
anti-State center which was led by Rudolph 
Slansky in the interest of the US imperialists. 
I also plead guilty that I worked, together with 
Slansky and the other accomplices, for the usurp- 
ing of power by the anti-State center following 
the example of the Tito Fascist clique., I also 
plead guilty to sabotaging, on Slansky instruc- 
tions and on my own initiative, the building of 
Socialism in Czechoslovakia, her economic basis 
and defense capacity, and of causing great mate- 
rial and political damage to the State. 

"I further am guilty of having misused my 
office in the Communist Party for covering the 

145 



u.\ 



p 



! «) 



criminal activities of my accomplices in the Con- 
spiritorial Center. And finally, I plead guilty to 
being a war criminal and of having committed a 
whole number of grave crimes for the benefit of 
U.S. Imperialists and to the detriment of the 
working people of Czechoslovakia, the Commu- 
nist Party, and the whole Peace Camp." 

In reply to the question as to who had actually 
led him into this position, Frank replied: "The 
root of my struggle against the people and 
against Socialism is my opportunism and my 
opportunistic development." He described his 
early years and admitted that in 1930 he had 
first betrayed the Revolutionary Movement when 
he was arrested for Communist activities. At 
that time he had betrayed certain facts which 
had helped the bourgeoisie in the fight against 
the working class. 

Frank then explained at length how he be- 
came a war criminal. In 1942 he was appointed 
clerk and interpreter in the Buchenwald concen- 
tration camp, which function he "fulfilled with 
the utmost gusto for the benefit of the Nazis." 

Asked about concrete war crimes he had com- 
mitted, he said that he had helped the Nazis in 
drawing up lists of prisoners to be sent to places 
of work where the conditions were even worse 
than in the camp, with the result that many 
perished. He had beaten prisoners "and com- 
mitted war crimes." He had received lists of 
prisoners to be sent from the Nazi camp author- 
ities through the Chief Camp Policeman (Sei- 
fert). He had given the lists their final form. 
"I added to the lists names of prisoners whose 
number I was given by the prisoner Jung." 

Presiding Judge: "We know who Seifert was. 
He was, like you, a war criminal. But who was 
this Jung?" 

Frank: "I did not know." 



Presiding Judge: ■*«, then . Mlgd the Nazis 
?„°u MSS SS^uctions trom 
someone whom you did not even Know. 

trary as a ?£ nt ^Lr Primes Commission was 
known that the War Crimes ^°™ ap p inted 
looking for him. In 194 5 Slans **™** g£ m mit- 
him to the Secretariat of tneuen^d, Qf 

a ^r^ e ff fl | e SviTth c e ri si 

ttSSKSssss?! 

KTsfcret '"in this way he had become de- 
nendent on Slansky. . 

P Pressing Judge: "Did Slansky make use of 
this deDendence of yours? 

£ank "He harnessed me to his activity 
Thu? fbegSn to take an aetave part m he 

KWanM Me^o? the U.S. 
£ ad ^pd^KcESSy o\ Hhe Central Commit- 

£» SSSswssrs as 

Sen aware of their hostile aims. 
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The Prosecutor asked Frank about his part in 
placing and maintaining enemies of the State 
in imDortant economic positions. 

FmSk said that he had taken over the work 
Frejka had done on the Economic Commission 
after Prejka's recall. The Economic Commis- 
sion was later abolished. He Frank continued 
Frejka's policy in accordance with Slanskys in 

St The i0 p S rosecutor then wanted to know the 
names of the Industrial Directors placed by 

Fr The' first to be mentioned was the Director 
General of the heavy engineering industry Fab- 
inger "an enemy of the Soviet Union.' Frank 
said that in 1949 he told Slansky of the harmful 
activities of Fabinger, but Slansky dismissed him 
with the remark that Fabinger was an out- 
standing expert who should stay .m his job 
Later when, as a result of a decision of the 
Presidium of the Central Committee of the 
Partv Fabinger's activities were to be investi- 
gated, Tausfigova, obviously .on instructions 
from Slansky, protracted the investigation for 
nearly a year, whereby Fabinger was mam- 
tamed in his position as Director General until 

19 Fr*ank said that Jicinsky, — Director General 
of the Trinec Foundries during the first Republic 
and a collaborator of the conspirators, had been 
made Director General of t he Czechoslovak 
Foundries. When he. reported to Slansky ^ on 
Jicinskv Slansky again told him that JicmsKy 
wS an expert and Suitable for the post. Frank 
was satisfied with that and left him on his l oh 
The Director General of the Chemical Indus- 
try was the "Cosmopolitan" engineer Eisler, who 
had relations in America. He, too, remained m 
his post although it was known that he had 

148 



sabotaged the c°™j^^^^^ 
torv He was recalled from nib P" ot t , com _ 
a decision by the pr eddmm of toe cen tea 1 com_ 
mittee. Frank had then Jpeen mm ™ a » 

SSKMSSK& Sw reeommended 

hl ?he°coSmentator reported that Prank ^nu- 
merated many mo« i teaitors whom h , lumselt 

sa s. cfSSlStey 3 aga,nst 
%ns£ s SS«asr s u afd 

SS&W nerhor^Unlerrols "metal de- 

P0 Si£ Sfe^, io ^n 

«mlSSSSSnS 
Jh™" 5 Descent of Czechoslovakia's foreign 
t?ade wasSduled to be transacted with the 

W The Presiding Judge wanted to know details 
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to hamstring the initiative of foreign trade offi- 
cials who were trying to obtain preferential 
prices in negotiations with the West, as well as 
to hush up deficit business from which Western 
capitalists and traitorous emigres benefited. 

During 1950, according to Frank, the plan of 
exporting agricultural machinery to countries 
with a planned economy was fulfilled 46 percent 
and to capitalist countries 350 percent, with the 
capitalists paying some 55 kcs. per kilogram 
and the people's democracies 69 kcs. 

At the same time the Centrotex National En- 
terprise exported textiles to Great Britain at 
prices far below the world market level. Be- 
sides, various commodities were bought by Czech- 
oslavakia abroad, and re-exported at a loss. In 
Belgium, for instance, and in the Trizone, Czech- 
oslovakia bought (sheetmetal for dynamos) at 
seven to eight kcs. per kilogram, which was then 
exported to Switzerland at six to seven kcs. per 
kilogram. 

Such transactions were carried out by men 
collaborating with the conspirators in the for- 
eign trade sector. They pocketed large sums. 
Frank admitted to the prosecutor that he had 
told Svermova in 1949 that these people were 
working for their own profit and robbing the 
working class. 

Another way of cheating the workers was in 
the granting of compensation for nationaliza- 
tion of industries previously owned by Western 
capitalists. In 1948. for instance, Dr. Skala, 
from the Ministry of Finance, and Loebl, from 
the Foreign Trade Ministry, were sent to the 
United States to discuss compensation payments 
for U.S. property nationalized in Czechoslovakia. 
Dr. Skala betrayed the republic and joined the 
U.S. Imperialists. 
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Frank, after February 1948 had expressed him- 
self in favor of granting compensation to Roths- 
child He could not recall any details but re- 
nWbered that Dv. Margolius discussed compen- 
XtSn nayment for a nationalized Czechoslovak 
SSiSreSne in Sweden with British capitalists. 
When Fr?jka and Margolius reported the trans- 
action at an economic council meeting, Frank 
ncrped to the export, free of charge, to Great 
I? itahi of Quantities of Czechoslovak industrial 
Soducts under a five-year trade agreement with 
Se d Un\U Km|dom. ^That was to , be compen- 

W fr\n°kTal me n n P lsie°d Ut about the so-called 
"Taub" plan, concerning the Purchase of a sheet 
mptal mill That was an American plan, FranK 
Sid worked out in 1946 at the behest of Fabm- 
Sr and Rudinger with the American engineer 
Taub, and I aimel at the subjugation .of the auto- 
mobile industry. Fabmger and Rudinger^ in 
their posts in heavy engineering and the metal 
industry in general, wanted to insure tnax ine 
cTecffiovak heavy engineering md™try_K£ 
mained dependent on the West in every respect. 
Out of th T conspirators' methods o sabotage 
in the sDhere of production, Frank continued, 
was* the S Sfng° of production dj^S 
inelv designed to increase production but in imi 
Suctinfit and «^nntataB^togmag^ 
Pabineer and Rudinger had carried out sanosage 
on those lines, especially in heavy industry. 
Thev failed to insure the timely preparation of 
production Plans and the timely -a location of 
production programs and thus brought about 

Ch In S i950, for example, t%«^^£$ from 
cultural machinery was to be transferred irom 
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the Agrostroj Works at Prostejov to a newly-built 
establishment which had been built without re- 
gard for its purpose. Under Fabinger's direc- 
tives, quite a number of plants had been set up 
without any one knowing what they were to be 
used for. 

Another form of sabotage practiced by the con- 
spirators was their failure to insure timely de- 
livery of production equipment for the heavy 
engineering industry. One plant was idle from 
1948 to 1951 because of the non-arrival of essen- 
tial equipment. 

Large-scale sabotage, continued Frank, was 
practiced in the rebuilding of the Molotov Found- 
ries at Trinec. This reconstruction cost the 
country many thousands of millions, but far from 
increasing production capacity, as officially 
stated, it was so planned as to reduce produc- 
tion. The authors and organizers of this recon- 
struction scheme were engineers Steiner, Vodicka, 
and Bohus. 

Their aim was to rebuild the works at the Re- 
public's expense and in such a way as to render 
them suitable for return to their former owners 
in the event of restoration of capitalism. In 
the course of this rebuilding scheme, a number of 
installations had been torn down, though still in 
good working order, and replaced by new in- 
stallations of equal or only slightly increased 
capacity. The fire clay shop, the steel shop, 
some blast furnaces, and so forth, had been torn 
down and a disproportion between the capacities 
of different production stages deliberately 
brought about. 

The prosecutor interrupted at this point to 
submit to the court a letter showing that the 
accused's attention had been drawn to this sabo- 
tage at Trinec. Frank acknowledged the au- 



thenticity of the letter and admitted that he had 
deliberately "covered up the sabotage at Trinec." 

Questioned as to whether he had practiced any 
other forms of sabotage designed to preserve the 
capitalist structure of industry, Frank stated 
that a new accounting system known as SPH — 
Socialist Works Economy— had been promoted 
by the conspirators since 1948, although in fact 
this system was the old capitalist method of ac- 
counting. The SPH system had been greatly 
praised and recommended by Frejka at a meet- 
ing of the Economic Council late in 1948 and also 
by Slansky in person at a meeting of the Cen- 
tral Committee and at meetings of regional sec- 
retaries in 1949. 

Asked if he had striven to preserve capitalists 
in other spheres of the country's economy as 
well, Frank stated that he and the other mem- 
bers of the conspiracy had done so in the coun- 
tryside. They had "obstructed the socialization 
of the villages." In 1948, Frank explained, when 
a speedup in the socialization of the villages had 
been decided on, Slansky had urged that in view 
of the fundamental questions involved, the Agri- 
cultural Department of the Secretariat of the 
Communist Party Central Committee be put un- 
der his personal control. He then placed mem- 
bers of the conspiracy into key positions. 

This policy of obstructing the Socialization of 
the countryside was put into ecect by calling off 
the struggle against the village rich and by allow- 
ing them to join the Party and enter Agricul- 
tural cooperatives. Not only rich peasants, but 
landowners, and big landowners, were placed in 
important posts. Extensive sabotage had also 
been carried in the field of livestock production. 

Frank recalled a conversation with Slansky in 
1949, when Slansky declared in the presence of 
Svermova, Geminder, and others, that the Party 



1 t 

V 

if 

>:: 

y ; 

i i 



1 1*1 

1.0 






( 



r 






Line about a gradual j^ e( !^ ll £ 22S in 
the socialization of the coun aeainst the village 
Set that the class struggle agams and that 
rich should not be de vewpea As early 

problems should be ^JS?ives to regional Secre- 
ts 1947 Slansky 'sent < ^ to ™$lS£it into the 
SSS o^vn^rfch whoS hTcalled "peasants of 

authority." f Afrr i CU itural Officers of 

At a conference of Agncmiur ^ 

Party Regional Committees m i» Agr i C ul- 

ruled that village «ch be accepj wag t 

Khe^Um? aS I dfdS oppose his suggestion. 

1 iteVSh|her capitalist cJ^^&^^^aK 
community had also been suppose tructions> 
Frank replied that, ? n Smr*ovs *y fQr 

state farms had paid ^out terge sum Jand 

owners of land as compensation un kcs 

?eform. Smrkovsky earmarked iww n Qn 

for this purpose in 1950 a^go u* first ^ 
kcs. was actually paid out °urmg reC eived as 

Sura's JEH£%H?r«# srs 

ffi»E^a&i?2 colleague o« Smr- 

kovsky. .4.„ 11el . pipmpnts not only in the 

Other capital st elements nu sup p rted 

countryside but m the towns naao ^ Qf 

"through the benign ^X e g fl °y business peo- 
frozen accounts telongme ciueuj and so forth. 
ples,manufacti«w,la^dBgt^5 into their 
Thus some 5 billion kc&. wm r 
«« further ordered that ^avoraUe 

SSSSfS rcleSfts^e^^e'rlch were thus 
fupported at the country's expense. 
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himself with his own T^^JSS&Sf' Emil 
Se bfhad recommended the care t 

Itate U Tr y actor Stations he had re^mm^ 
K h^bl^ente^ for active collabora 
tion with the enemy. p derate s in the Di- 

Important positions m the collaborator Napr^tek 
Farms," he said, ine ^ tant p0 st by SlansKy 
had been placed man iiuu ppor t e d the aa 

hfmself • S^gw^^SnTSrsilng's friend* 
vancement of JZidw^. trol over the Ag 

"DurinK Slansky s tenui cv, unreliable per 

ricultufal Sector, more than «o u Fa „ ^n 
sonswere &**£«& S^en Sling permission 
tolmp'lol n the 1 fSrmer estate owners, the Stepan 

Brothers. resented letters ad- 

The Prosecutor then PjgJ in f ormation 
rireSed to Frank which contain eg 64 , j. 

thlt i |r example %*%^^&» on state 
mer estate owners ne ia * « forth . 

^«^%&« IBS £ 

155 



!> 



■t &■■'■'■ 






l 



and thus covered up saboteurs of agricultural 
production. , i# , 

"Smrkovsky carried out hostile activities by 
covering up for enemies. People who had been 
exposed as enemies were transferred by him to 
other posts. For example, the State Farm Man- 
ager in Tachov, who had been punished for black 
marketing, was given another post." 

The Commentator interrupted to say that ob- 
viously the war criminal Frank and the Gestapo 
Agent Smrkovsky gladly cooperated with one 
another. , _ , 

Frank continued: "In 1949 when the Party 
chairman directed the setting up of large fatten- 
ing centers for pigs in emulation of the Soviet 
example, Smrkovsky and Slansky sabotaged the 
construction of these centers. Smrkovsky or- 
dered the drawing up of plans for centers of 5,000 
pigs, while the economic size would have been 
2,000 to 3,000 pigs. The buildings were con- 
structed in an unsuitable manner and suffered 
from excess appropriations of money and mate- 
rials. At the end of 1949, I drew Slansky's at- 
tention to this but he agreed with Smrkovsky's 
sabotage." 

In reply to the presiding judge, Frank ad- 
mitted that the conspirators had tried to under- 
mine the party by following "the methods of the 
traitor Tito. We tried to dilute the Party by in- 
troducting non-Marxist and non-Leninist ele- 
ments, by depriving it of its revolutionary char- 
acter, by weakening the fighting capability of the 
Party, and by robbing it of the character of the 
vanguard of the working class movement. 

"On the economic side, we refused to apply 
Soviet experiences in the development of social- 
ism and, similarly, in the building up of the Party 
we rejected the experiences of the all-union 
Bolshevik party. We based this notion on our 
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was mottoted by the particular conditions pre- 
^S^feneraU^PPOsed the application of 

stasssa. v?4 ags &S& 

frpauentlv and effectively. She also rejecieu 
Soviet experiences, Particularly with regard to 

to sap the Party's strength and to introduce no& 

^We'distorted the Party dlre^jg^^ 
to the recruiting of new members and thus en 
abled hostile and alien elements time servers, 
former enterpreneurs, estate .owners, KulaKS, 
Bourgeois Nationalists, Trotskyites, and so forth, 
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centrated all questions of security in his hands 
and no one was permitted to interfere in security 
matters. We placed Karel Svab, who cooperated 
closely with Slansky from 1945 onward, in this 
sector. 

"Slansky succeeded in getting the International 
Brigade member turned General, the London 
Pavel, appointed as Deputy Minister of National 
Security, and Zavodsky appointed as Comman- 
der of National Security. Of course, these asso- 
ciates of ours were exposed and arrested. In 
spite of the efforts made by Slansky and the rest 
of us, we did not succeed in attaining our shame- 
ful aims although we used a great variety of 
means in our struggle against the Republic and 
the Party, such as sabotage, espionage, subversive 
activity, and so forth. 

"The Communist Party and the Czechoslovak 
people led by Klement Gottwald went on to fur- 
ther great successes in the building up of So- 
cialism and in the end we were exposed and 
rendered harmless." This concluded the exam- 
ination of Frank. 

Next followed the testimony of the witness 
Marie Svermova, widow of Jan Sverma, a Com- 
munist Party leader who died during the Slovak 
rising. She was Chief Organizational Secretary 
of the Czechoslovak Communist Party and a 
member of the Central Secretariat. She was ar- 
rested in February 1951 as an accomplice of Sling. 

Svermova: "First of all I want to admit that I 
cooperated with Slansky and his associates and 
helped them in their hostile activities. I feel 
guilty before the Party, before the state and the 
Czechoslovak people, and I want to make a full 
confession." 

Presiding Judge: "Please tell us something 
about the activities of this subversive group led 
by Slansky. You have just told us that, like 



Slansky, you engaged in activities dangerous to 
the security of Czechoslovakia. . 

Svermova: "Yes, I helped Slansky in carrying 
out hiThcSile policy, above all by placing [hostile 
cadres in the Party machinery. This enabled the 
inspirators to gradually dominate key positions 
in the state. With my aid, Slansky appointed 
elements alien and hostile to the Party as re- 
gional secretaries in the most i m Poyt a , n yndus- 
trial regions' elements. These included Sling in 
Brno, the International Brigade member Pavel 
and Sling's creature Hanus Lomsky in Plzen, 
Fuchs in Moravska-Ostrava, and Landa in usu 

°* Slansky also appointed hostile elements like 
Geminder, Frank, Taussigoya, Frejka, and others 
to posts in the Central Party offices. We under- 
mined the Party not only by the Pjacmg of hos- 
tile cadres but also by diluting it through the re- 
cruitment of bourgeois and petty bourgeois mem- 
bers particularly in the mass recruitment drive 
of 1947-1948 which was directed by Slansky him- 

S6 Presiding Judge: "What was the idea behind 

y °Sveraiova 1 f S "We had counter revolutionary no- 
tions which were based on falsifications of Marx- 
ist-Leninist teachings. We tried to remove the 
period of building up Socialism. We had ideas 
about a particular Czechoslovak road to Social- 
ism, dispensing with the dictatorship of the 
proletariat and adopting a conciliatory attitude 
toward the bourgeoisie. Our ideas were similar 
to the criminal notions held by Tito and Ws 
clique, and we aimed at tearing Czechoslovakia 
away from the USSR and the People's Democra- 

C Presiding Judge: "What were the aims of the 
anti-State conspiracy?" 
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Svermova: "The liquidation of the Peoples 
Democratic order in Czechoslovakia." 

Presiding Judge: "Is there anything else you 
want to say about your relations with the con- 
spirators?" ,, A „ , , . , 

Svermova: "I must say that I had close rela- 
tions with Sling. I played a leading part ; in his 
appointment in 1945 and in his later activities. 
Slansky helped me. He himself supported Sling. 
In this way Sling assumed an important post and 
was able to carry out his hostile activities on a 
large scale. Slansky, who knew Sling well, pro- 
tected him in 1949 when Sling was accused of 
grave misdemeanor and so made his timely ex- 
posure impossible. 

"We all covered Sling, made his activities pos- 
sible, and together with the other members of the 
anti-State center, he aimed at liquidating the 
People's Democratic order in Czechoslovakia. 

"The conspirators avoided exposure for so long 
because they followed a policy of misleading the 
party chairman, Gottwald. Very cleverly and in 
a tricky way Slansky managed to create an at- 
mosphere which prevented Party and state offi- 
cials from approaching Gottwald, and thus pre- 
vented Gottwald from obtaining information. 
He held all important offices in order to mislead 
the Party Chairman and to cover up the anti- 
state centers." (This ended the testimony of 
this witness.) 

NOVEMBER 23, 1952 — EVENING SESSION 

At its evening session on Sunday, the Court 
examined Evzen Loebl, former Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Trade. 

Loebl: "I am guilty." Asked by the Prose- 
cutor of what his guilt consisted, he said: I am 
guilty principally in that, as a member of the 
subversive espionage conspiracy built up and 
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production and exportation of manufactures of 
the light industry to the West "in such a way 
that the profits of the work of Czechoslovak in- 
dustry should accrue to Israel." 

A "similar fraudulent scheme" was the so- 
called "dollar offensive," the purpose of which 
was to retard the building of Socialism in Czech- 
oslovakia. This plan had been agreed on by 
Loebl and "the U.S. agent and Israeli Minister 
Ueberall." It was to have been put into effect 
with the help of U.S. capitalist Zionists. Loebl 
continued: 

"Just as in the course of negotiations with the 
capitalist countries I tried to tie Czechoslovakia's 
economy to the capitalist West and to damage 
Czechoslovak economy, I also acted at negotia- 
tions with the People's Democratic countries in 
such a way as to damage them and cause them 
to lose interest in concluding trade agreements 
with Czechoslovakia. I tried systematically to 
tear the Czechoslovak Republic away from its 
natural economic ties with the countries of the 
peace camp." 

Loebl next spoke in detail about his espio- 
nage contacts. "I emigrated to England via 
Poland before the fascist occupation. Before 
leaving for England, while I was in Cracow, I 
made the acquaintance of the American spy 
Hermann Field, who was at the time head of 
the trust fund set up by the British committee. 
I had daily contacts with Field and helped him 
with his work in the British committee. It was 
then that I began to understand that the Anglo- 
American espionage services were exploiting the 
trust fund as an organization for the selection 
and enrollment of spies from among our refu- 
gees. 

"That the trust fund served the British intelli- 
gence service was proved by the fact that it was 
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financed by the British Home Office. In return 
for my help with his work in the British com- 
mittee, Field enabled me to get to Britain as 
early as August 1939 and to enter the services 
of the trust fund. 

"From my collaboration with Field in the 
British committee in Cracow and from my own 
work in the trust fund in England I learned 
what methods the Western espionage services 
used Under the pretext of charitable activities 
they had founded an organization for the win- 
ning over and enlistment of agents and spies 
who where subsequently employed in the Peo- 
ple's Democracies to disrupt them from withm 
and to bring them back under the thumb of the 
Western imperialists." , , , . ... 

Asked to describe his treasonable activities in 
Britain, Loebl continued: "I adopted Benes 
argument about the resurrection of the pre- 
Munich capitalist Czechoslovakia, a country 
which would have the closest ties to the capi- 
talist West and would have propagated this pro- 
Western bourgeois nationalist concept m lec- 
tures at different trust fund hostels. 

"I was employed by the trust fund until 1941, 
when I became secretary of the Friendship Club. 
Naturally, my work as secretary of the Friend- 
ship Club was also marked by this hostile con- 
cept. Although the London executive of the 
Party drew my attention to the fact that I 
should make the club into a center of mutual 
understanding, a place where all political par- 
ties could work together in the struggle against 
fascism, I betrayed the Communist Party and 
the idea of making the club into a center of 
mutual cooperation. 

"I directed the club into the services of Benes, 
Ripka, and their reactionary clique. Through 
this treason I gained the confidence of the re- 
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actionary Benes clique and in the autumn of 
1943 I was appointed a member of the Govern- 
ment delegation to the UNRRA conference in 
America. At this conference I committed a 
further act of treason. 

"Frejka told me he had just seen Slansky 
who had entrusted him with the control of the 
economic department of the Party and with 
the office of chairman of the economic depart- 
ment. He was very pleased, since this new post 
would make it easier for him to implement our 
London agreement about placing members of 
the Economic Commission into key positions with 
a view to realizing our concept of tying Czech- 
oslovakia's economy to the capitalist West. 

"We set ourselves two tasks from the outset. 
On the one hand we would place enemy cadres 
in key positions, and on the other hand we 
would cover up for their enemy activities. 
Frejka and I decided that we would staff the 
economic department with 'Londoners' — peo- 
ple trained in the British economic school — 
such as Goldmann and Zionists like Sevcik, 
Jancik, Kolar, and others. We did not confine 
ourselves to people who came back from the 
West. We also used people whose anti-Commu- 
nist political past was a guarantee to us that 
they would work along our lines like the Zionist 
Bock, the bourgeois nationalist Karny and 
others. 

"Frejka took this proposal to Slansky. When 
I met Frejka after his conversation with Slan- 
sky, he told me that Slansky had approved this 
proposal. This fact made me suspect that Slan- 
sky entertained a hostile attitude to the Party. 
To confirm this suspicion, I agreed with Frejka 
that we would set up a special consultative body 
in this economic department, to be named, ac- 
cording to the London model, the Economic Com- 



mission We also agreed that we would take 
Sto this Economic Commission only enemies of 
the ° Party Cosmopolitan, Zionists, bourgeois na- 
ttonaS'and people nurtured on capitalism. 

"When Frejka told me that Slansky had ap- 
nroved even this patently hostile proposal, it 
wSs quite clear to me that Slansky -was ; an 
PTTPtnv of the Party like myself. It was clear 
n ne i y that Slansky was surrendering all eco- 
nomic" posftionffnVe Party to catftogfeg.. 
ments and that he was doing so deliberately 
and systematically. ■ ,* 

"When I knew that Slansky himself was an 
enemv of the Partv like myself, and when he 
had eXsted to me a highly Importantport 
in the Czechoslovak economy I decided that I 
would act in accordance with Slansky soraers^ 
Thus, I became, to all intents and purposes, a 
member of his anti-State conspiracy. 

Prosecutor: "But you also had obligations 
toward Ripka. What did this mean? 

Tnpbl- "This was very favorable because 1 
cou?d eb now-in my ne/ post as ja .member ^ o 
the Economic Commission and with the direct 
support of Slansky - carry out even more easily 
the nromise I had made Ripka m London that 
Twould fight against the People's Democratic 

order " 

Asked about details of his work along R|P ka ;s 
directives^ Loebl said: "I upheld Ripka s thesis 
in the Economic Commission, the thesis of tne 
StafteceSg *or Czechoslovakia's ft™***™* 
to nroceed along the classical lines of exporting 
he P manufactures of our light industry wMeh 
meant increasing the output of the hght indus 
try at the expense of the. heavy industry. This 
enemy line of Ripka, which I carried into the 
Economic Commission by Frejka. 
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The Prosecutor then turned his questions to 
Loebl's espionage work. Loebl stated: 

"In the UNRRA mission in Prague there 
worked, among other people, the Anglo-Ameri- 
cans Corbi and Bergiton. I maintained very 
close relations with them. We met not only in 
my office but also in cafes and private homes. 

Prosecutor: "What concrete espionage infor- 
mation did you give those spies?" 

Loebl: "I explained the bottlenecks of the 
Czechoslovak economy to Corbin and Bergiton. 
I informed them of the transfer of some 
industrial establishments from Bohemia to Slo- 
vakia, and I betrayed Czechoslovakia's foreign 
exchange situation to them, especially with re- 
gard to dollars, Swiss francs, and sterling. 
. Moreover, I arranged permission for Corbin, 
Bergiton, and other Anglo-American UNRRA 
officials to visit establishments of Czechoslo- 
vakia's heavy industry so that they could carry 
out economic espionage on the spot." 

Prosecutor: "Were these spies, Bergiton and 
Corbin, the only ones with whom you were in 
touch?" 

Loebl: "No, I had espionage connections with 
a number of others." 

Prosecutor: "Such as . . .?" . 

Loebl: "Such as the American spy Field." 

Prosecutor: "Who else?" 

Loebl: "The officer of the British intelligence 
service Konni Zilliacus." 

Prosecutor: "Who else?" 

Loebl: "The TIMES correspondent, the Eng- 
lishman Godfrey Lias." 

Prosecutor: "Who else?" 

Loebl: "The American Prof. Neal and others." 

Asked when and how his contacts with Lias 
started, Loebl replied: 
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«Mv espionage connection with Godfrey Xias, 
withwfil Collaborated closely began in the 
autumn of 1945. It happened at Hubert Ripkas 
rpmipst RiDka told me in his office that in view 
of Su?*Lond P on agreement about subversive col- 
?abo?ation it was 8 necessary for meomainkm 
rnn tacts with a number of Western corre- 
spondents and give them information on Czech- 
nQinvnk economic and foreign trade matters so 

^neto^-American *™™<S£^s<£?- 
an accurate picture of Czechoslovak s ecu 

"^.T^ually named the , -TOM jcorre- 
snondent Godfrey Lias, whom he said he knew 
^m London He said he attached muchim- 
nortance to my maintaining contact with him. 
A few days later, I made Lias' acquaintance at 
Maje^'s flat and through him I was linked to the 
psninnaee centers. At our very first talk Lias 
to?d me that hi was most interested in Czecho- 
SovaSI's economic problems and particularly m 
hS ™ oSig^trade He also told me quite openly 
that not all the information he received was 
mpanf for publication. From this it was quite 
Sear to ine P that Lias passed these reports on 

t0 "^ S^t£S?K^5^ nim regular* 
with espionage reports which he could either 
Sme Ind collect from my office or send someone 
to collect We agreed that he would come to 
see me at my office a few days later I re- 
ported to Ripka about my arrangement with 
Lias and he was most satisfied and approved 
of what I had done. He also told me that he 
had already heard about it from Lias direct. 
Prosecutor: "What kind of espionage reports 

d lo y e bl- gi ^n Li tne" course of my collaboration 
with the British spy Lias, I informed him on 
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all confidential and secret matters concerning 
Czechoslovak economy and foreign trade." 

Prosecutor: "How many reports, roughly, did 
you give him?" 

Loebl: "I gave him about eight or twelve espio- 
nage reports in writing, but considering that I 
have given him very, very much information, I 
cannot remember what I gave him orally and 
what in writing." 

Prosecutor: "Was there any secret at all that 
was known to you and that you did not betray 
to Lias?" 

Loebl: "I betrayed to Lias all secret informa- 
tion that interested him or that had great sig- 
nificance for the British Government's discrim- 
ination campaign against the Czechoslovak Re- 
public." 

Prosecutor: "What further services did you 
render Lias?" 

Loebl: "At Lias' request I saw to it that the 
Alcron firm, in which Lias was financially in- 
terested, was exempted from nationalization. 
This was against the law and damaged Czech- 
oslovakia. I also arranged a number of import 
permits for him for jewelry, furs, and other 
things from Switzerland and Britain." 

Prosecutor: "When did you break off espio- 
nage contacts with Lias?" 

Loebl: "I did not break off espionage connec- 
tions with Lias voluntarily. Our relations came 
to an end when his "espionage activities were 
unmasked in 1949 and he had to leave the terri- 
tory of Czechoslovakia." 

The prosecutor then asked Loebl to speak 
about his espionage connections with Hermann 
Field. 

Loebl: "My espionage connections with Her- 
mann Field began in 1939 in Cracow, where he 
was engaged in selecting and recruiting agents 
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and spies from among our emigres. In the sum- 
mer of 1947 he sent me a card from America 
to tell me that he intended visiting Czecho- 
slovakia as the leader of a delegation of archi- 
tects and asked me to help him. I replied to 
him and told him I was willing to help him. 
Thus, the American spy Field came to Czecho- 
slovakia. With my help, he resumed his old 
espionage contacts and carried out his spying. 

I, informed him about all our postwar recon- 
struction problems so that he learned every- 
thing from me that he needed to form a full 
picture of conditions in Czechoslovakia. I told 
him everything I knew in my position as depart- 
mental head in the Foreign Trade Ministry." 

Loebl then described his work for the "British 
spy Zilliacus." Loebl then spoke of his con- 
tacts with Smolett: "In 1946 Andre Simone, 
editor of RUDE PRAVO and a member of 
our conspiracy, introduced me to the TIMES 
correspondent Smolett. I maintained very close 
connections with him and gave him information 
about Czechoslovak foreign trade and economic 
matters — information which was very valuable 
to the British espionage service." 

Prosecutor: "Did you perform any other serv- 
ices for Smolett?" 

Loebl: "At Smolett's request I arranged for 
him to be appointed Austrian representative of 
the nationalized Kohinoor firm. I arranged this 
business deal to enable Smolett to pursue his 
espionage and subversive activity in Czechoslo- 
vakia more effectively under the cloak of lawful 
business. I also gave him detailed information 
about the Kohinoor firm without the Govern- 
ment's approval." 

Asked about further espionage contacts, Loebl 
said: "In the course of my work at the Foreign 
Trade Ministry, I was visited by very many 
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representatives of Anglo-American circles. I in- 
formed them about all questions concerning 
Czechoslovakia's economy and foreign trade." 

Prosecutor: "Did dementis recommend such 
a spy to you?" 

Loebl: "In the summer of 1949, the American 
Prof. Neal was recommended to me by demen- 
tis' office. Prof. Neal was interested in economic 
problems, especially in the planning of foreign 
trade, and I gave him information at three 
meetings." 

At this point the prosecution submitted a let- 
ter from Neal expressing appreciation for Loebl's 
assistance as well as a photograph of Prof. Fred 
Neal. Loebl identified Neal. 

Loebl was then questioned about his sabotage 
in the field of foreign trade. In this sphere, too, 
he admitted, he had "carried out a whole string 
of sabotage acts." One of them had been the 
Ueberall scheme. Ueberall had come to Prague 
even before he was appointed Israeli Minister, 
as "an American agent and representative of 
Zionist organizations." Loebl worked with him 
and with other members of the conspiracy "in 
favor of that American outpost in the Middle 
East — the State of Israel." 

Asked about the details of his work with 
Ueberall, Loebl said: "On one occasion Ueberall 
came to me with a concrete proposal. He said 
it was possible to get dollar credits from Ameri- 
can Zionists on the condition that Zionist emi- 
gres would be allowed to transfer their property." 

Prosecutor: "How did you react to this?" 

Loebl: "I reacted favorably because this pro- 
posal was in line with Slansky's instructions to 
use Zionist organizations for tying the country 
to the United States. That is why I agreed on 
the scheme Ueberall proposed." 



Asked to explain the "sabotage character" of 
the proposal, Loebl said the dollar credits were 
to havemade Czechoslovakia economically de- 
pendent on America. Since the credits weie 
meant for the purchase of investments, the 
scheme would have also made Czechoslovak m- 
Sry technologically dependent on America, 
finally since the credit would have been re- 
paid by exports of products of the Hght indus- 
try it would have obstructed the development 
of Czechoslovakia's heavy industry. 
Prosecutor: "What f further considerations 

W Loebr"C U onI?de b rations for the Zionist emigres 
and the transfer of their property since this 
affected many of my friends and relations. 

Another campaign of the same character was 
the so-called "dollar offensive," which was in 
Set a continuation of the Ueberall plan. It had 
Sen decided to use the dollars for the purchase 
Sf mvestment goods, thus increasing Czechoslo- 
vakia's dependence on American monopolies. 
Loebl admitted that he had given instructions 
for such imports without regard whether they 
would damage Czechoslovakia exporters to sell , 
to the West even at a loss. 

As a consequence Czechoslovak manufactured 
goods were frequently exported at prices be low 
cost Loebl cooperated in these activities with 
the "American spy, the Zionist Alexander Taub.' 
He had agreed with Taub on a propaganda cam- 
paign of lectures to be given in American syna- 
gogues and Zionist societies. 

At the beginning of 1949, Loebl said Ueberall 
and members of the Israeli trade delegation 
vfsited turn. They had discussed at this meeting 
how to "misuse the prepared trade agreement 
with Israel for the support of Zionist emigration 
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and property transfers on the part of the Jewish 
bourgeoisie and the Zionist emigrants." 

Loebl then described another of his "sabotage 
acts" which consisted of his support of the plan 
for the export to Israel of machinery for the pro- 
duction of pencils. A joint stock company was 
to be formed and payment for the machinery was 
not to be made in foreign exchange, but in shares 
in the company. This plan was intended to 
damage Czechoslovakia in two ways: first, by ty- 
ing her to a company in the capitalist world, and 
second, by depriving her of urgently needed 
machinery. 

At this point, the Prosecutor submitted an ex- 
pert's report on the plan to set up a pencil fac- 
tory in Israel. The report stated that eight 
Czechoslovak subjects who intended to emigrate 
to Israel and one Israeli, were trained in the 
Kohinoor works in Ceske Budejovice in the man- 
ufacture of pencils. However, the vigilance of 
the workers prevented the execution of this plan. 
Despite Loebl's endeavors, the machinery was not 
sent to Israel. 

Loebl then admitted that after the nationaliza- 
tion of smaller industrial enterprises following 
the February events of 1948, he permitted the 
export of factory equipment to Israel although 
it would have been his duty to examine every 
case of the export of machinery from the point 
of view of whether this machinery was needed 
in Czechoslovakia. 

In order to support Czechoslovak dependence 
on the capitalist West, he was instrumental in 
the purchase of machinery for the production of 
artificial fibers from an American company. He 
forced the national bank to make payments in 
dollars before the machinery was delivered. 
Later the American Government prohibited the 
export of this machinery and the dollar pay- 
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ments became a frozen asset. Loebl had also 
negotiated loans from Western countries at ex- 
orbitant rates of interest. 

Loebl described a special system of accounts 
called the "M accounts" which was designed to 
conceal the disadvantages of Czechoslovak trade 
with the West. He had instructed exporters to 
fix prices for the West below production cost, 
while the USSR and the People's Democracies 
were charged much higher prices. The losses in 
trade with the capitalist countries were then off- 
set by the exorbitant prices charged to the USSR 
and other friendly states. 

During trade negotiations with the Soviet 
Union in Moscow in 1947 Loebl forced the USSR 
to accept second-rate goods from Czechoslovakia 
while high-quality products were reserved for 
capitalist countries. Prices charged to the USSR, 
particularly with respect to electric motors, 
generators, oil pipes, and similar goods, were 
much above the world market level and in some 
cases by as much as 30 percent higher than 
prices charged to the capitalist countries. 

At this point, the Prosecutor introduced an ex- 
perts' report according to which certain machin- 
ery was offered to the USSR for 550,750 kcs. 
This price was later reduced to 400,000 kcs. On 
Loebl's instructions, the same machinery had 
been sold to Sweden for 362,635 kcs. 

Loebl then proceeded to describe sabotage 
which he committed in connection with oil pur- 
chases in Hungary in 1946. Part of the purchase 
price, amounting to five million crowns, was not 
paid to Hungary but remitted to Switzerland 
where it fell into the hands of the "treacherous 
Hungarian emigres.' 

Asked by the Prosecutor in what other ways 
Loebl has assisted enemies of the Republican 
their fight against the Czechoslovak people, the 
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defendant admitted that he had built up a net 
of Czechoslovak trade representatives abroad, 
consisting of enemies of the People's Democratic 
regime who had fled abroad after February 1948. 
These people used the high commissions earned 
from Czechoslovak trade for the fight against 
Czechoslovakia. They were inveterate capital- 
ists, Zionists, and bourgeois nationalists who 
were not interested in Czechoslovakia's progress. 
His intention had been to assist these enemies of 
the Republic and to have, should the People's 
Democratic regime be overthrown, a net of cap- 
italist representatives abroad. 

Loebl then named the following representatives 
appointed abroad: In New York, the representa- 
tive of the glass industry was the former indus- 
trialist Dub; the latter's deputies were the bour- 
geois nationalists Rezek and Hasek; in London, 
the Jewish bourgeois nationalist Fuchs was the 
representative for the export of glass; in Switzer- 
land, the representative of the Exico company 
was the inveterate Trotskyist Cush; in Trieste 
the sole representative for Czechoslovak coal was 
the mine -owner Guttmann; the export of artifi- 
cial flowers was in the hands of the Zionsit 
emigre Alfred Silas. 

The Prosecutor again submitted an expert's re- 
port on the arrangements made by Loebl with 
the "emigre Guttmann, the former Olner of the 
Ostrava coal mines." Guttmann was paid a 
commission of three to four percent, although 
according to international usage such a com- 
mission was only one to one and one-half per- 
cent. Moreover, Guttmann was paid a yearly 
salary of 250,000 kcs. Loebl affirmed he had 
made these arrangements. 

The Prosecutor then quoted the case of one 
Nacht who had later Americanized his name to 
Nash. With the help of Loebl, he had earned 
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commissions of 49 million crowns on the .export 

export trade on the Gold Coast where the 
Unilever concern owns big enterprises ' 

Vo had arranged with Hansard that Unilever 
wSld pay only 80 percent for Czechoslovak goods 
rnd'th^emaLing^O percent was to be kept as 

worWuST Loebl adi^tted ^tgolte^rww 
not entitled to compensation for J nes e Ivories 
since they had been . confiscated because tne 
Rfhichts had been Nazis. „,. . ,. 

Loebl ako stated that he gave Hansard "es- 
pionage reports on the strategy of Czechoslovak 
fnrpien trade " He had also assisted Hansard 
by Seinl to a certain surcharge on the import 
to Chechoslovakia of raw material for the mar- 
garinfindustry. This surcharge was also paid 

in r r h e P ^^ 

admitte P d y that he had made possible the ^con- 
tinued existence of capitalist firms in Czecno 
Slovakia even after the nat\pnalization of f g- 
pien trade He gave instructions in p e /O r e}f n 
S Ministry t? the effect that agents ; of ItaUan 
firms were not to be nationalized and he advisea 
mSyTmporters and exporters to register as i rep- 
resentatives or agents to evade nationalization. 
Thfs made 8 possible the .continued existence o 
several hundreds of capitalist firms m Czecho 
Slovakia "which cause great damage to tne 

°^g^tS?vSZ^ to describe his rela- 
tio^s k with y Tito's Yugoslavia, ^^^gj! 
before the publication of the Commform resoiu 
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tion, the Conspiratorial Center had been awarp 
of the fact that the Titoists were leadinS YuS 

iit S V1 V P n l J h * Ca - mp fJ he AmericanhnpS- 
25L+^*- had co £ vl nced himself of this during his 
negotiations with Kidric in 1946 and in n«tTnS« 
1947 when he spoke with the Yugos?afcomm?S 
cial attache Barbalic in Milan Reiman's fla? 

In the presence of the defendant and of Freika 
S5E8KS K£T' Ba 1 rba - lic ^id a that cSfe 
CzSoslo^akia helP Yugoslavia even if " harmed 

ia'I^nti" S S C T te ^ su PP° r ^d Yugoslav- 
clnitfll ;2SS P S?i 1Cy o y i m creasing exports of 

leirnfd ihn^'tyZi en Slansky . and Cfementto 
th E «T bout three a ^angements with Yugosla- 

Even ?f7pr e t?P/n SSed - l heir complete satisfaction, 
iwen after the Commform resolution at Slanskv'* 
instruction transmitted to him by Freika Loebl 
had assisted Titoist Yugoslavia by ■ coiJS&i ex- 
nSf S fumilf n P i ta h P g r°°t- ^ugh y YS^f^s 
agreement g ^ obll S atlons "nder the trade 

thfo?fnf ' "iK? 1 ? f co nspirators had evolved a 
tneory of Czechoslovakia's special road toward 
Socialism" similar to that of Yugoslavia whfch 
StawthmP^ 8 $ Q ^^ading fowaXthe re^ 
fn niHv; m ^ nt ,°? capitalism. The role of Tito 
Sanskf ^Thf^JnJf^ oc Played by Rudolf 
Loebl ) concluded the examination of 

whe t th P t ? i a n? n? t ^ the ^ Pres l din S Jud S e asked 
Question. tn y Q K tb f 0t - her defe ndants had any 
Statement » V ° 1Ce Was heard to ^ "A 

fendfnf^L^^^S " Please come forward. De- 
tH n }Jk ° eb1, m . ak . e room at the microphone " 
The following statement was then madThvar, 

STh?^ defen + d ;ant (The voice heard wal clear- 
ly the same as that ascribed to Slansky earlier fn 
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the trial.) : "I fully agree with the evidence given 
by my associate, Loebl, and I declare that I am 
fully responsible for all his crimes." 

Evidence was given by Dagmar Kacerovska, a 
former clerk of the American Embassy in Prague, 
who was sentenced some time ago by the Prague 
State Court for the crime of espionage. Kacerov- 
ska, whose evidence was not broadcast, con- 
firmed, according to Radio Prague Loebl's co- 
operation with Godfrey Lias, to whom he had 
regularly given espionage reports. Lias had sent 
these to the intelligence service in London 
through the British Embassy's diplomatic bag. 

The next witness was Josef Hofman, an official 
of the Foreign Trade Ministry, who described 
"the methods used by Loebl against those who 
pointed out his rackets. Honest people were in- 
timidated, fired, or transferred to posts where 
they could not observe Loebl's dirty tricks." 

—END OF THE FOURTH DAY OF THE TRIAL— 
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the Western imperialists to cause damage to the 
Czechoslovak economy. 

In the interest of Western imperialism, he also 
deliberately held up the development of eco- 
nomic relations between Czechoslovakia and the 
Soviet Union and the People's Democracies in 
order to separate Czechoslovakia from the So- 
cialist camp and to subordinate her to the 
influences of the Western imperialists. 

"Finally, I plead guilty that I placed hostile 
Zionist elements as Czechoslovak trade repre- 
sentatives abroad." 

By means of exorbitant commissions and 
other tricks, he had enabled the "treacherous 
emigres in the capitalist West" to acquire funds 
for their hostile activities against Czechoslo- 
vakia. He had granted various advantages to 
these emigres and he had also helped many 
enemies of the Czechoslovak popular democratic 
regime to emigrate to capitalist countries. 

Margolius described a meeting in Frejka's 
office in 1948 at which Goldmann had also been 
present. Frejka told him that according to 
Slansky's instructions, no changes were to take 
place in Czechoslovak foreign trade and that it 
was to be administered in the same way as was 
done before by Ripka. From this he realized 
that it was Frejka's intention to conduct a policy 
which was to increase Czechoslovakia's depend- 
ence on the capitalist West. 

Shortly after this meeting, he was told by 
Loebl that he would be appointed chief of the 
Cabinet of the Foreign Trade Minister. This 
appointment was made because Loebl knew that 
he, Margolius, fully supported the Western trade 
policy. From then onward, Frejka and Loebl 
openly gave him directives on how to conduct the 
anti-Czechoslovak policy. They told him that 
it was necessary "to sabotage the decisions of 
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the Council of Mutual Economic Aid," that the 
People's Democracies must be treated harshly. 
Both Loebl and Frejka said that these decisions 
had been made directly by Slansky. 

Margolius became aware of Slansky's sabotage 
intentions by the fact that leading positions in 
the country's economic machinery were given to 
hostile elements, particularly Jewish bourgeois 
nationalists and Zionists. 

The Prosecutor then asked Margolius to de- 
scribe his espionage activities. 

Margolius stated that at the beginning of 1949 
he had been instructed by Loebl to receive Vera 
Micheles Dean, director of the so-called Ameri- 
can Foreign Policy Association, and to give her 
information about Czechoslovakia's national 
economy and foreign trade. He had in fact re- 
ceived Mrs. Dean at his office in the Ministry of 
Foreign Trade and passed on espionage informa- 
tion to her. 

In particular, he gave her important data on 
the Czechoslovak-Soviet trade agreement and 
figures illustrating Czechoslovakia's trade with 
the democratic camp. Subsequent to that con- 
versation he sent a letter to Mrs. Dean at the Al- 
cron Hotel containing further secret information. 
The letter dated March 30, 1949, was produced 
in court. 

The Prosecutor then asked for the details of 
Margolius' relations with the British Intelli- 
gence. 

The accused said that at the end of 
1948 or at the beginning of 1949 he had received 
a letter from Kavan, secretary of the Czecho- 
slovak Embassy in London, requesting him to 
give information about Czechoslovak foreign 
trade to Zilliacus. A list of concrete inquiries 
made by Zilliacus was attached to that letter. 
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The accused then mentioned another espi- 
onage link, that is, with the Zionist Leo Bren- 
ner whom he had met in 1948 through Loebl. 
The defendant had given information to Bren- 
ner, chiefly concerning bottlenecks in Czecho- 
slovak industry. He had maintained relations 
with him not only in Czechoslovakia but also 
abroad. The most "intensive phase" of this 
espionage contact was in the summer of 1949, 
during the Czechoslovak-British economic talks. 

Before Margolius left for London he received 
instructions from Loebl to visit Brenner in Lon- 
don and to tell him that the real aim being 
pursued in the Czechoslovak-British talks was 
the interests of the British capitalists. These 
were to be provided with fresh profits, to re- 
ceive compensation for nationalized property in 
Czechoslovakia, and so forth. 

After his arrival in London, Margolius had 
contacted Brenner and also arranged for the 
Rothschilds to be informed that under the pro- 
posed agreement they might receive compensa- 
tion for the nationalized Vitkovice foundries. In 
addition Margolius gave a variety of export 
opportunities for Czechoslovak goods to the West, 
details about trade with the Soviet Union and 
China to Brenner. 

The defendant agreed that he had thus be- 
trayed State secrets which he possessed by vir- 
tue of his high position in the Ministry of 
Foreign Trade. 

Replying to the Presiding Judge's question as 
to his relations with Brenner after the London 
talks, Margolius said that the espionage contact 
lasted practically from May 1948 until 1951. He 
also admitted that he had realized how impor- 
tant the cooperation with Brenner had been 
both to Brenner and the British imperialists, a 
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fact which had been repeatedly acknowledged 
by Brenner. 

Margolius was then asked about his subversive 
activities in favor of the Swedish capitalists. 

On that subject he said that he carried out 
his task through the medium of the former 
Swedish Minister to Czechoslovakia, Otto Wil- 
helm Whither (Minister from August 1947 to 
December 1950) , whom he knew to be in touch 
with Slansky, Geminder, and Loebl. Loebl in- 
troduced him to Winther in 1948. 

Between 1949 and 1951 Margolius gave various 
espionage information to Winther concerning 
Czechoslovak foreign trade, especially matters 
relevant to the progress of preparations for trade 
talks with Sweden. "I drew his attention to 
points where Czechoslovakia was vulnerable to 
Sweden." 

Winther had shown particular interest in 
Czechoslovak negotiations with the Rothschilds 
in the matter of the Freja mine, which had been 
the property of the Vitkovice foundries, owned 
by the Rothschilds before the war. Margolius 
did not want the mine to be transferred to the 
ownership of People's Democratic Czechoslovakia 
and therefore revealed the state of negotiations 
to Winther. As a result of this, Czechoslovakia 
was compelled to sell the Freja mine at very 
unfavorable terms. 

The Swedes had also made use of other infor- 
mation which Margolius had passed on to Win- 
ther. Without specifying further names, Mar- 
golius mentioned that he met many representa- 
tives of capitalist firms to whom he conveyed 
important information about foreign trade with 
a view to enriching the capitalists and damag- 
ing Czechoslovakia. 

The Prosecutor asked Margolius for details 
about the so-called "Ueberall campaign." 
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at^d h g v St f aid th& $ the ca mpaign was initi- 
a w i^ y ^e, former Israeli minister to Czecho- 
slovakia Avriel at the beginning of 1948 

^li ie L had a PPea/ed in Czechoslovakia in 1947 
under the name of Ueberall and had organized 
and directed Zionist organizations in Czelhoslo? 

Margolius admitted to having been in constant 
JSSSi ¥*? Ueberall, and they had b?th SeSv 
confided to each other their hostility to Pewfe's 

SiSFhH" H The P ^ rpose of the Uebe?all cam- 
R£§K had been the "complete tying of the 
Czechoslovak economy to the imDerialist inmrf 
especially the United States" lmpenallst cam P> 

+u° ne - of , its specific aims had been to hamtiPr 
the switchover to heavy industrial producttonta 
? Sm? 8 °^ a + kia - Jt was for that purpose SiS 

tete i t r he d unif %"% f ed - its fr , om Jewish capitat 
ists in the United States in order to create fin an 

gandecoMmic dependence on the UnS 
States. The industry was to become defender.? 
on raw material and important emiipmS im 
ports. It was planned to repay with St S" 
hS? 7 e £ port i t0 the Unite d States If that had 

the UnK^t^f t0 P t0 Jewish capitalists in 
emijSS whn £ a ^ d K eSpecial I? t0 Czechoslovak 
f J«v,5 ; wno were to become the key exDorters 
S? ers ' £ nd mid dlemen in trade with Czech?-' 
wSfth a whi e W at *?&** to + ^ elp themto amass 
Cztch^slo^L^onomy 8 ^ taaB damagin ^ **» 

thF^teS^^tiflJS 6 * a P^to^ai* which 
#o,,k « ant ld entified as a picture of Alex 

Ss a ffe nt» e &Z e H nta1 i Ve °? the ^ S - Zionists and 
19*46 g He h?S £Sl been J n Czechoslovakia since 
mb ' He nad been conducting espionage and 
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sabotage in his capacity as adviser to Fabinger in 
the automobile industry. 

Margolius then told the court what he knew 
of Taub's past. Taub was a Zionist and a repre- 
sentative of General Motors in the United States. 
Before he became Fabinger's advisor he was an 
advisor to Chiang Kai-shek's General Staff. 
Margolius also recalled Taub's hostility toward 
Czechoslovakia's new regime. Margolius met 
Taub in the summer of 1948 at a Prague confer- 
ence with Loebl at which it was agreed that Taub 
would work out a concrete plan for a campaign 
to undermine the Czechoslovak economy. 
The Prosecutor then had a document entitled: 
Program of the Ueberall Campaign" dated June 
19, 1948. This was identified by Margolius 

The accused was asked for details about the 
so-called "dollar offensive." 

Margolius said that the purpose of that offen- 
sive was to create Czechoslovak dependence on 
the United States. Exports to the United States 
were effected at a "tremendous loss" to Czecho- 
slovakia because of the very low prices, frequent- 
ly below production cost. The dollar offensive 
project was drafted by Margolius himself in co- 
operation with Karel Fink and Loebl at instruc- 
tions from Slansky. 
In 1948 Margolius and Loebl supported a 
harmful proposal" of Dr. Hoesslein, an Israeli 
Zionist and Czechoslovak emigre, whereby 
Czechoslovakia was to help with the construction 
pf a pencil factory in Palestine. Under the pre- 
text that the machinery to be exported was old 
equipment, Margolius and Loebl arranged for the 
transfer to Palestine of machinery from the na- 
tionalized Koh-I-Noor-Hardtmuth factory in 
Ceske Budejovice; the machinery was worth over 
10 million kcs. "The transfer was not car- 
ried out because the plan was unmasked," Mar- 
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golius added. The Prosecutor completed: "By 
the workers who prevented your sabotage." 

Margolius then continued to specify machinery 
exports to Palestine in 1948 and 1949, when "Jew- 
ish bourgeois elements" emigrated to Palestine. 
In those years exports were made with the agree- 
ment and knowledge of the Commission for For- 
eign Trade attached to the Secretariat of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party and 
consisting of Loebl, Fischl, Margolius and Planer. 
Ostensibly old but in fact very well preserved and 
usable machinery, mostly taken from factories 
formerly owned by Czechoslovak capitalists who 
had already emigrated or who intended to emi- 
grate to Palestine, was exported. 

Those people were thus enabled to reacquire 
production equipment the export of which was 
not permitted. Those transactions caused 
Czechoslovakia damage running into many mil- 
lions, and not only because important equipment 
was lost to the country but also because the 
machinery was taken out of the country at very 
low prices. The presiding judge then questioned 
Margolius on the 1950 trade agreement between 
Czechoslovakia and Israel. 

The accused, who was instrumental in the 
conclusion of that agreement, described it as yet 
another act of sabotage of the Czechoslovak 
economy; its harmfulness lay in the fact that 17 
percent of the exports to Israel remained, in ef- 
fect, unpaid for, while at the same time the 
transfer of property which the Government did 
not allow to be exported was thus made possible. 

The Prosecutor then made the following obser- 
vation: "How was it possible for you to conclude 
such harmful agreements? You knew that 
Czechoslovakia does not shut herself off from 
trade agreements with the capitalist countries, 
provided certain conditions are observed; that is, 
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the agreements must be based on the principles 
of equality, mutual advantage, and both parties' 
sovereignty. We are not closing the door to such 
agreements with the capitalist countries." 

Margolius submitted that his sabotage had con- 
sisted in subordinating the interests of Czecho- 
slovakia to those of the capitalist countries. He 
gave these examples: 

In talks with Denmark in 1950 he agreed to ex- 
ports of heavy machinery especially for power 
plants, steel works, and others to Denmark in 
exchange for less important and essential com- 
modities such as various foodstuffs and spices. 

Similarly damaging agreements were concluded 
with Sweden, Norway, Belgium, and Holland. 
Each of these treaties envisaged the import of 
large quantities of fish and fish products. All 
this was in accord with the policy of maintain- 
ing Czechoslovakia's dependence on the capitalist 
West. Margolius was particularly against im- 
ports from Poland, although she could have 
easily met Czechoslovakia's fish demands. By his 
policy he had sabotaged the aforestated postu- 
lates of trade between Czechoslovakia and other 
countries. 

The same line was taken in arranging a trade 
agreement with Great Britain under which 
Czechoslovakia was to export to the United King- 
dom television tubes. This "directly endangered 
Czechoslovakia's defense potential." Margolius 
not only agreed to the export of the tubes but in 
later years even actively supported it, notwith- 
standing the fact that he had been warned by the 
Ministry of Defense that these tubes could be 
used for military purposes. He thereby deliber- 
ately weakened Czechoslovakia's and strength- 
ened Britain's defense capacities. He agreed to 
the Prosecutor's submission that he had thereby 
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endeavored to add to the war strength of the 
capitalists. 

Margolius further pleaded guilty to having al- 
lowed exports of food whereby the provisioning 
of the Czechoslovak people had been endangered 
He explained that in 1950 and at the beginning 
of 1951 there had been a critical meat supply 
position in Czechoslovakia; "with a view to 
creating dissatisfaction among the public with 
the Communists and the Government and to in- 
terfering with the nation's food supply, I gave 
instructions to continue meat exports to the cap- 
italist countries." * 

He realized at the same time that the meat 
shortage had to be made up by imports from the 
democratic countries. When meat exports were 
banned later, he made use of the fact that legally 
only the export of meat and not of canned meat 
was forbidden and arranged for the export of 
cans. In that policy he was assisted by Rudolf 
bmejkal, the managing director of Koospol, who 
carried out these transactions with capitalist 

At the same time a critical grain situation 
existed compelling the reintroduction of food 
rationing by the Government. Again with the 
same subversive purposes in mind Margolius gave 
instructions that grain should be exported to the 
capitalist countries in accordance with a number 
of agreed transactions with Dutch firms in 1950 
At the end of 1950 Smejkal sent some twenty 
thousand tons of grain to Holland as well as 
other exports to Switzerland and Belgium. 

Margolius covered up those acts of sabotage by 
pretending that if these exports to Holland could 
not take place, exchange deliveries under the 
above mentioned agreements would stop and that 
Koospol would be sued for breach of contract. 
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The Prosecutor extracted from the defendant 
a confession that his sabotage virtually forced 
the Government to reintroduce bread and flour 
rationing in February 1951. 

The commentator continued by giving a sum- 
mary of Margolius' admission of his part in or- 
ganizing, in 1948 at the initiative of Loebl, the 
Merkuria mutual trading association, whose chief 
purpose was trade with the capitalist countries. 
It damaged Czechoslovak economy, supported the 
enemies of the Republic, and concluded agree- 
ments favorable to the capitalists. "It was an 
organization which carried out far flung eco- 
nomic espionage and caused great damage to the 
Republic. During its existence it spent nearly 50 
million kcs. on administration, by which sum 
our economy was defrauded." 

Prosecutor Ales then asked the defendant to 
explain how his foreign trade sabotage supported 
Tito. 

Margolius agreed that deliveries of aircraft en- 
gines and coke at very unfavorable terms to 
Czechoslovakia were continued to Yugoslavia 
after the Cominform resolution. 

Prosecutor: "You knew then, and even before 
the Cominform resolution, that Tito openly ad- 
hered to the imperialist camp?" 

Margolius: "Yes, I did." 

The defendant was then asked to illustrate 
the case of the exports by Kovo (a nationalized 
enterprise) . 

Margolius said: "Kovo, for instance, demanded 
400 percent more for electric motors supplied to 
the USSR than from capitalist States." 

Margolius then told the court how he sabo- 
taged the supply of paper for the Hungarian 
People's Democracy. In 1951 Hungary requested 
an additional 1,000 tons of newsprint. He re- 
fused this request, untruthfully asserting that 
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the paper was not available. At the same time 
he exported newsprint to Brazil at lower prices 
Prosecutor: "How else did you express your 
enmity toward the camp of democracy'" 

Margolius: "It was expressed in the capitalis- 
tic attitude toward economic cooperation with 
the People's Democracies. A good example was 
the negotiations with Poland on scientific eco- 
nomic aid." 

In 1948 Margolius supported, during these ne- 
gotiations, the "wrecking attitude" of Freika 
a ^T L £S. b1, who demanded cash payment for such 
aid The Polish representatives indignantly ob- 
jected, as such an attitude was in contradiction 
to the spirit of cooperation between States build- 
ing Socialism, "and they rightly invoked the ex- 
ample of the USSR, which grants scientific tech- 
nical aid free of charge." 

Margolius was then asked whether "the 
treacherous emigres" were financed "with the 
mo + ne £ °L£ ne . wor king people." This he ad- 
mitted. The treacherous Czechoslovak emigres 
in the capitalist countries had basically the same 
hostile aims as our Conspiratorial Center, that is 
the restoration of capitalism. For this reason 
we directly supported them — former Czechoslo- 
vak capitalists, many Zionists and Jewish capi- 
talists, and other hostile elements." 

They did this by allowing these elements to 
engage in Czechoslovak foreign trade and en- 
abling them to make tremendous profits at the 
expense of Czechoslovakia. "In this connection 
it was not only a matter of supplying the emi- 
gres with a private income, but also of enabling 
them to finance their treacherous activities 
against the People's Democratic Czechoslovakia " 
Margolius himself engaged such emigres and paid 
out such funds through excessive commissions 
and other machinations. 
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Prosecutor: "In short, step by step every one 

of your actions in the field of foreign trade 

dragged Czechoslovakia further into the war 
camp?" 

Margolius: "That is so." 

Prosecutor: "You also knew that you enabled 
the Western imperialists to pursue a policy of 
discriminating interference in our economy by 
your systematic exhaustion of our credits with 
the capitalist countries. Tell us more about 
that." 

Margolius admitted his guilt in this respect 
and added that "this hostile trade policy was the 
very opposite to that practiced by the Soviet 
Union." He also admitted that, in order to 
enrich capitalists, he had deliberately used capi- 
talist firms as commercial intermediaries. 
At the end of 1949 or at the beginning of 1950, 
for instance, he had introduced the Swiss firm 
Sulzer into negotiations which could have been 
conducted directly between Czechoslovakia and 
Poland. The talks then concerned the delivery 
of diesel engines for some 18 million Swiss 
francs to Poland. On instructions from Mar- 
golius, a trilateral exchange agreement had been 
arranged, from which the Swiss capitalists bene- 
fited in every respect. 

Margolius was then asked for details about 
sabotage of foreign trade with the USSR and 
the People's Democracies. 

He repeated that he had endeavored to ham- 
per the development of such trade relations and 
the main form of that sabotage had been to 
"force upon the People's Democracies and the 
USSR capitalist ways of trading. We did not 
adhere to contractual conditions, in oarticular 
we did not abide by delivery time limits, and 
finally we conducted a hostile price policy." 
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Exports to the capitalist countries were con- 
sequently priced very low, at times even less 
than production cost. The prices demanded 
from the democratic camp were substantially 
higher. The discrepancy between those two 
price levels amounted to anything from 40 to 
90 — and even more — percent. 

The Prosecutor wanted to know how Czecho- 
slovak nationalized industries were at all in a 
position to know the price at which their prod- 
ucts were exported. 

Margolius: "They could not find out, and we 
made it impossible for anyone to check up on 
our sabotage export trade." 

Margolius then gave a number of concrete ex- 
amples. The representative of the Czechoslo- 
vak export firm Ligna in Britain was "the Jew- 
ish capitalist, Czechoslovak emigre and Zionist 
Schnitzer. The representative of Centrotex in 
the United States was the Jewish capitalist Lindt 
family, Zionists from Czechoslovakia. Other 
representatives of this firm in the United States 
were the former Czechoslovak capitalists Jerie 
and Korda. 

The representative of Kovo in Argentina was 
the Jewish capitalist Becher from Roudnice. 
The representative of Kovo in Brazil was the 
Jewish manufacturer Singer from Plzen. The 
representative of the machine factories in the 
United States was a former director of the Skoda 
works, Fried. The representative of Exico in 
Venezuela was the Czechoslovak refugee Odeh- 
nal. The representative of the Czechoslovak 
mines in Italy was the Jewish capitalist and 
former coal baron Guttmann. 

Asked to give details about Guttmann. Mar- 
golius said that he was the owner of a Trieste 
firm with which the Czechoslovak mines con- 
cluded an agreement damaging to Czechoslo- 
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mentioned in this connection bribes whicn we 

forth in all these cases, the representatives of 
Czechoslovak foreign trade abroad rnosUy emi- 
gre Zionists and other hostile e „l^iiinn«! 
ceived huge sums amounting to tens of millions 

° f Ma'rgolius was then asked about agreemf nts 
concerning illegal ™^*^&$^g& 
Un^ re^eVed^compensatioS^or the nation- 
ahSn ofthe Georg P Schich firm m Usti-on- 
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concluded an agreement with Unilever on com- 
pensation for this Nazi enterprise. I myself 

?o!n ie T d out ^\ s ille S al agreement later, and in 
1949 I negotiated, on Loebl's instructions, with 
the director of Unilever, Hansard, for the exten- 
sion of this agreement. 

"I must admit that during my connections with 
Hansard from 1949 to 1951 I supplied espionage 
reports to Hansard on Czechoslovak foreign 
trade, either directly or through his representa- 

S™ ^?v, c + c 2 lal ? ? a l : , < ? r Ascher . of whose connec- 
tion with the intelligence service I was aware " 
As a further example of the enrichment of 
the capitalists Margolius cited the fact that 
after the attack of the Anglo-U.S. imperialists on 
Korea tires were exported to capitalist coun- 
tries at prices prevailing before the outbreak of 
w^S re £ n ^ War " " B y g^ing this instruction, I 
wanted to damage the Czechoslovak economy. 
The price of the raw rubber which we had to 
import from the capitalist world rose, as a result 
ot the Korean war, by 80 percent. In this way 
the lower price of the tires exported to capitalist 

raw material " GVen C ° Ver the ex P endit " re on 

n/ni 9 * 48 ** 1 ^ ! n - 1949 he authorized the export 
of tires to Belgium at low prices and under 
favorable payment conditions.^ "Tires, some of 

J?«™ » i • s , am ^, ^ ype > were then reimported 
from Belgium." This caused losses to Czecho- 

mmuSi 2?i enri ?5.S the capitalists by tens of 

ffrM^us).^ 1118 conc!uded the eXamina " 

mSfi f«? ac ™ sed to be examined was Otto 
Fischl former Deputy Minister of Finance de- 
S ,f T l bed as u "a bourgeois nationalist, the son of a 
neb merchant, and a collaborator of the Nazis" 

ber of^J^iW 7 "$ havlng b een a mem- 
ber of the anti -State hostile centre, led by Rudolf 
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Slansky. As an accomplice of Rudolf Slansky 
and a Jewish bourgeois nationalist, I took part in 
the center's hostile actions, which were organized 
by the Anglo-U.S. imperialists and their agents in 
Israel, headed by Ben Gurion. These actions 
sought to enrich the Jewish bourgeoisie." 
Fischl's tasks were set by Slansky. He also col- 
laborated with Geminder and was in direct con- 
tact "with the U.S.-British agents sent to Czecho- 
slovakia by Ben Gurion." 

Presiding Judge: "Who were these agents?" 

Fischl: "They were the Israeli Minister Ehud 
Avriel, Dr. Felix, and Ben Schalom." 

Presiding Judge: "Explain why you had such a 
hostile attitude toward the People's Democratic 
Czechoslovakia?" 

Fischl: "Your honor, I could not possibly have 
any attitude but a hostile one." 

Presiding Judge: "Why?" 

Fischl: "I am a Jewish bourgeois nationalist." 
Fischl said that he was a partner in the solicitor's 
firm of Mautner, which catered mainly to the 
Jewish upper class. He received large sums for 
his work and in this way his interests became 
identical with this class. He was a member of 
"the Jewish bourgeois nationalist organization 
KAPR, and the League of Czech Jews" (KAPR 
was the student's organization of the league; 
both organizations stressed the Czech nationality 
of their members and were opposed to any form 
of Jewish nationalism, including Zionism). 

During the occupation Fischl kept up his link 
with the bourgeoisie and collaborated with the 
Nazis, "and all this led me, after the liberation, 
on the path of hostility to the People's Demo- 
cratic regime." 

Asked about his collaboration with the Nazis, 
Fischl said that after Munich, he joined "the 
fascist organization called National Unity." 
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With his friends, the industrialists Pachl and 
Pick-Petrovsky, he was in contact with the high 
Nazi judge, Dr. Zechner, with the Nazi officer 
Petrzel, and with Libuse Rozidlova, an estate 
owner, who told him herself that she worked for 
the Gestapo. 

After the liberation, he hid them in his apart- 
ment and shielded them from punishment; later 
they emigrated to South America. 

At this point, the prosecution submitted a doc- 
ument, from which it appeared that the above- 
mentioned Dr. Zechner was on the list of those 
guilty of the massacres of Lidice and Lezaky. 

"When I saw, after the liberation in 1945, that 
the Communist Party would be the decisive force 
in Czechoslovakia, I joined it and, in order to be 
entrusted with high offices, I forged the date of 
my joining; I pretended to have been a member 
of the Party since 1928." 

As a result of this successful forgery, Fischl was 
first given employment in the Svoboda printing 
works, and in 1946 he was appointed head of the 
economic department of the Secretariat. He 
knew Slansky for a long time, and Slansky knew 
that he, Fischl, was not a prewar member of the 
Communist Party. In spite of this, Slansky ap- 
pointed him to the economic department and 
also entrusted him with administering his pri- 
vate property. 

In 1946 Slansky instructed him to represent 
Slansky's claim to the heritage of his parents. 
The estate consisted of two houses in Nezvestice, 
a shop, and some land. He sold the shop and the 
stock to the local cooperative society for 200,000 
Czech crowns. He let the houses and deposited 
the rent in a savings book in his own name; he 
did the same with the land. 

Fischl was then asked about the sabotage he 
carried out in the economic and financial sphere. 



He began this sabotage while working at the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party by 
"supporting the endeavors of the Zionists and of 
the Jewish-bourgeois-nationalistic elements to 
get hold of the national administration of prop- 
erty." 

Together with Dr. Eckstein, Ales, and Svabik, 
Fischl successfully delayed the merging of the 
National Administration of Property with the 
Resettlement Office and the National Reconstruc- 
tion Fund from 1946 until 1948. The National 
Administration of Property fell into the hands of 
Jewish reactionaries, who used it for "strength- 
ening the bourgeois nationalist and Zionist posi- 
tion in the State by allocating the property main- 
ly to Jewish bourgeois nationalists and Zionist 
plpm6nts " 

The prosecutor submitted depositions by ex- 
perts, from which it appeared that Fischl caused 
damage amounting to 10 billion kcs. in the 
administration of property — a sum of which the 
working people were deprived. The prosecutor 
then asked Fischl how he damaged the national 
economy when working in the Ministry of Fi- 
nance. Fischl said that he had been appointed 
to the Ministry by Slansky. 

"At that time, when there was large-scale emi- 
gration to Israel and to the big capitalist coun- 
tries by the Jewish bourgeoisie, it was my task to 
help this bourgeoisie to transfer their property, 
and by so doing to steal more of the property of 
our workers." Slansky gave Fischl a free hand 
in all this. ti ^ . 

This emigration was organized by the Zionist 
organizations, such as the Central Federation of 
Zionists, the Keren Hayesod and Keren Hayemet 
(the two national funds of Zionism) and the fas- 
cist organization Irgun Zvai Leumi. The U.S. 
Joint organization financed in part the emigra- 
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tion of these reactionaries and procured the 
means for this by large scale foreign currency 
machination and other tricks." 

Fischl was then asked who, in addition to him, 
was in contact with the Zionist organizations and 
supported this illegal transfer of property. He 
replied that it was Geminder and Slansky and 
"the U.S. agents who posed in Czechoslovakia as 
Israeli diplomats — the Minister President Dr. 
Felix, Ben Schalom, and others. 

"I agreed with Slansky that, should this illegal 
transfer of property come to light, I would take 
responsibility to cover him. I informed Frank 
of this agreement with Slansky. I agreed to this 
arrangement because I expected that Slansky 
would help me should something happen." 

The prosecutor then asked him why the Jewish 
religious communities were interested in this 
transfer of property. He replied that this was so 
"because they were dominated by Jewish reac- 
tionaries, Zionists, cosmopolitans, and other hos- 
tile elements. These elements in the end went so 
far as to misuse the cloak of the Jewish religion 
for carrying on Zionist, hostile activities." 

Asked about details of his cooperation with the 
"United States-Israeli agents," Fischl replied: "In 
1948 Geminder introduced me to Dr. Felix, one of 
the main organizers of Zionist activities in 
Czechoslovakia, who first used the false name of 
Dr. Berger and later posed as an Israeli diplomat. 

"He arranged a meeting between Israeli Min- 
ister Avriel and myself. Avriel also used a false 
name, namely Ueberall." 

Fischl agreed with Avriel to support the hostile 
Zionist actions fully and carried out this agree- 
ment in collaboration with other "U.S. agents, 
sent by Ben Gurion in the camouflage of Israeli 
diplomats, such as Rafael Friedl, who used the 
false name of Ben Schalom, Tigrund and Citron." 



He cooperated with these Israeli diplomats main- 
ly in questions of emigration. 

"Dr. Felix asked me to help in the transfer of 
the property of these emigrants, who were the 
most reactionary part of Czechoslovak Jewry. I 
permitted them to transfer even equipment of 
workshops and other valuables." 

Fischl informed Dr. Rezek, the chairman of the 
Keren Hayesod, of his agreement with Felix. 
"The transfer was carried out in this way: The 
emigrants forged their profession or occupation 
in accordance with what equipment they wanted 
to transfer; they bought this equipment, often on 
credit, and then made false statements on their 
applications for transfer." 

Continuing his evidence, Fischl said that 
through illegal export of property, the Czecho- 
slovak people suffered losses amounting to bil- 
lions of Czechoslovak kcs. Asked by the 
prosecutor to explain why he allowed Jewish cap- 
italists to export huge fortunes while he was very 
strict with applications submitted by poor peo- 
ple, the accused said that he covered up by his 
strict attitude toward the poor his allowances to 
the rich. 

Fischl set aside a report submitted by the con- 
trolling organs of his Ministry which drew his 
attention to the heavy losses owing to the export 
of vast fortunes. He went on to describe "action 
Bricha," under which the illegal transfer of Jew- 
ish reactionary elements as well as their property 
took place, not only from Czechoslovakia but also 
from the neighboring People's Democratic States 
— Poland, Hungary, and Rumania. Transport 
from Slovakia was directed to Vienna; from there 
it left for Israel and other capitalist countries. 
People who were sent in this way also included 
individuals wanted by State security organs. 
They were sent under false names, and their doc- 
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uments were falsified by the central Zionist or- 
ganization, which stamped them with false 
stamps of the district court in Bratislava. 

While this action was in progress, the accused 
told Slansky that it caused great losses to Czech- 
oslovakia, without giving him any figures. 
Slansky, in the presence of Frank and Geminder, 
told the accused that this did not matter, and 
that Zionist actions in Czechoslovakia should 
be given a free hand. 

Asked by the Prosecutor how the accused was 
connected with the Prague branch of the "Joint" 
(American Joint Distribution Agency), Fischl 
stated that he was in contact with its 
General Secretary, Henry Loewy, and with Dr. 
Gregor. He promised them the duty-free im- 
port of various necessities from the United 
States for the benefit of the Zionist organiza- 
tions in Czechoslovakia, and the accused also 
arranged this. 

The accused also covered the large-scale cur- 
rency machinations of the Joint Zionist Organi- 
zation, which consisted of payments made by 
emigrants, who gave money to this organization 
at the unofficial rate of exchange, while the 
Joint" paid him the equivalent in dollars in 
the country to which these people were proceed- 
ing. 

Fischl cited the following example. The 
"Joint" received from a person 500 kcs. for 
which he received one dollar. The central office 
of the "Joint" in the United States thus saved 
nine dollars, because if an official transaction 
were conducted, the organization would have 
had to provide ten dollars in exchange for 500 
kcs. Money thus gained was used by the "Joint 
Zionist organization" for the financing of hostile 
and disruptive activities against Czechoslovakia, 
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and also for organizing financial transfers of 
the emigrants to foreign countries. 

In order to protect the "Joint" the accused 
spread false information about its charitable 
activities in Czechoslovakia. 

The commentator stated that the losses caused 
by Fischl had amounted to hundreds of millions 
of Czech crowns. 

When the recorded excerpts of the trial were 
broadcast again, the voice of the Prosecutor was 
heard saying that from the report of experts, 
it is evident that the losses brought about by 
the accused through his activities with the Zion- 
ist organization amounted to five billion kcs. 
He asked: "Does this amount of five billion kcs. 
represent all losses which you caused to our na- 
tional economy ? " 

Fischl: "No." 

The accused then began to describe how he 
sabotaged the penal department of the Finance 
Ministry for the benefit of U.S. agencies. When 
a group of Israeli citizens who were sent to 
Czechoslovakia to carry out fraudulent business 
deals and currency machinations were arrested, 
it transpired that business deals were organized 
from Israel all over the world, in which use was 
made of differences in currency and prices, 
caused through postwar conditions. These 
transactions were used so as to cause consider- 
able damage in the countries where they took 
place. 

These deals were organized by the Israeli com- 
pany, Solel Boneh, which worked in collabora- 
tion with and under the direct supervision of 
the Israeli semifascist trade unions, the Histra- 
drut. The political representative of these trade 
unions, Gruenbaum, was in direct contact with 
Dr. Felix, who organized these frauds in Czech- 
oslovakia. 
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In the arrested group was a man called Reich, 
whom Fischl released on Felix's intervention. 
The accused also ordered that instead of a fine 
of 13 million kcs., Reich was to pay only 2.3 
million. 

In the next part of his evidence Fischl de- 
scribed the case of the Ander family, who owned 
numerous stores in Czechoslovakia's leading 
cities, as well as abroad. This family caused 
the country damage amounting to 70 million 
kcs. through tax and currency frauds. Further 
intrigues by this family caused the State losses 
of another 16 million kcs. The accused inter- 
vened in the trial which then took place. He 
stopped this trial on condition that the Anders 
gave up their business interests. 

This took place at a time when the Anders 
stores had already been nationalized and, there- 
fore, were not owned by them. In this way the 
accused saved the Anders their vast private for- 
tunes. 

A similar course was adopted by Fischl in the 
case of the firm Arnstein and Pieck, in which 
the Vogl brothers, international capitalists, were 
partners. Richard Vogl escaped abroad after 
the February events. The other brother was al- 
ready in the United States at the time. 

Through the firm in America they engaged 
in various currency frauds which caused Czech- 
oslovakia considerable losses. When these 
frauds were unearthed, and two leading em- 
ployees, Koblich and Waldstein, were arrested, 
Fischl arranged their release. Later they es- 
caped abroad. 

In this way, Fischl said, he helped criminals 
who robbed the Czechoslovak people of 80 mil- 
lion kcs. Asked by the Prosecutor whether 
he discussed this case with Slansky, the accused 
said that he did not, but later on he told the ac- 
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cused Svab, because he knew that the latter had 
intervened on behalf of the Conspiratorial Cen- 
ter and that nothing would happen to him. It is 
possible that Slansky and Svab discussed the 
matter. The Prosecutor then read a statement 
by Svab taken during a preparatory hearing, 
from which it transpired that this was actually 
the case. 

After the February events Fischl helped manu- 
facturers and merchants in transferring their 
fortunes abroad. In this connection the accused 
mentioned Pachl, Pick-Petrovsky, Frejka's broth- 
er-in-law, Koerber, and others. In the case of 
Pachl, the Czechoslovak people suffered a loss of 
70 million kcs. and the accused was rewarded by 
Pachl with 120,000 kcs. 

As the export of property valued only up to 
200,000 kcs. was permitted, the accused evaded 
this provision by arranging for lower valuation, 
and in this way it was possible to export fortunes 
worth millions. 

"I admit explicitly that in the case of low 
valuations I acted criminally, and that I main- 
tained this practice in the interests of the bour- 
geoisie whom I helped in the export of property." 

Asked by the Prosecutor what he wished to 
achieve through his activities, Fischl said: "In 
this manner we undermined economic and po- 
litical conditions in Czechoslovakia and prepared 
the ground for our criminal intentions, that is, to 
bring about a change from the People's Demo- 
cratic regime to capitalism, to lead Czechoslo- 
vakia into the capitalist camp; and we actually 
worked in this way for war." (This concluded 
the examination of Fischl.) 

NOVEMBER 24, 1952 — AFTERNOON SESSION 

The trial reopened at 1600 hours with the ex- 
amination of Otto Sling, another member of "the 




Slansky gang." The Prague announcer described 
Sling's attitude as "insolent and cynical. He had 
admitted without any regret his espionage activi- 
ties and his destructive work. In front of the 
microphone he had adopted an orator's pose." 

Presiding Judge: "We are now continuing in 
the trial with the examination of the defendant 
Otto Sling. Do you know the indictment?" 

Sling: "Yes." 

Presiding Judge: "You know with which crimes 
you are being charged?" 

Sling: "Yes." 

Presiding Judge: "Do you plead guilty?" 

Sling: "Yes, I plead guilty to all counts of the 
indictment. I admit to having been a member of 
the anti-State conspiratorial group headed by 
Rudolf Slansky. This group consisted of ele- 
ments hostile to popular democratic Czechoslo- 
vakia coming from the ranks of bourgeois na- 
tionalists, Trotskyists, collaborators, and similar 
enemies. We conducted our disruptive activities 
in all sectors of political, economic, and public 
life, in the National Security Corps and in the 
army. I particularly have in mind the hostile 
cadres policy, the sabotage of national economy. 

"I admit that during my stay in England from 
1939 to 1945 I was engaged in hostile, opportunist 
activities. During the same period I established 
espionage contacts with officials of the British 
Committee, later called the 'Trust Fund.' These 
organizations were in fact parts of the British 
and American espionage services." 

Prosecutor: "What was your attitude at that 
time toward the Party?" 

Sling: "As an enemy inside the Czechoslovak 
Communist Party and in my hatred of the USSR, 
I spread mistrust of the Soviet Union among the 
members of the Czechoslovak Communist Party 
in London. 
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"In 1939 I established contacts with the Ameri- 
can spy Emanuel Voska, to whom I supplied re- 
ports about the Communist emigres in England. 
These reports I sent to him through his associate 
and agent in London, Vaclav Pacak. I also ad- 
mit that I established espionage contacts with 
Hanson, an agent of the intelligence service, who 
instructed me at a conference held in 1944 in his 
office in the British Information Ministry to 
conduct certain concrete espionage acts during 
my future stay in Czechoslovakia. 

"After my return to Czechoslovakia, as a mem- 
ber of the anti-State conspiratorial group and as 
the leading regional secretary of the Communist 
Party in Brno, I held up the consolidation of the 
Czechoslovak economy and I sabotaged the re- 
construction of industries in the Brno Region. I 
also conducted a hostile cadre's policy by plant- 
ing capitalist elements in Ministries, economic 
enterprises, the Civil Service, the army, and the 
national security corps. 

"In cooperation with Rudolf Slansky, I built up 
a subversive group of senior officers in Brno, and 
under his instructions, I informed this group 
about the intentions of the Conspiratorial Center. 
I enabled members of this group such as Gen. 
Novak, Komzik, Drnek, Hollander, and others to 
join the Communist Party which in turn made it 
possible for them to assume responsible positions 
in the Army. In 1947 and 1948 these people were 
appointed to various positions in the army by 
Slansky so that they could implement the policy 
of the conspiratorial group. 

"I also enabled hostile elements to infiltrate 
into the economic commission attached to the 
Brno regional committee of the Communist 
Party. Even after February 1948 I allowed hos- 
tile elements to continue in their appointments 
in the Civil Service in the Brno region, and I 
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made it possible for them to hold responsible 
positions in the retail trade. 

In the conclusion of my plea of guilty, I would 
like to say that our Anti-State Conspiratorial 
Center, headed by Slansky, endeavored to re- 
store capitalism, and that it was in fact a fifth 
column in Czechoslovakia and the spearhead of 
an internal attack by the American imperialists 
against People's Democratic Czechoslovakia. In 
case of war this center would have supported 
American aggression and would have worked for 
the defeat of the Czechoslovak People's Democ- 
racy." 

At the request of the Presiding Judge, Sling 
then described his "adventurous past and his 
dirty work during his residence in England." 

Sling: "In 1939 in London I was recruited for 
espionage work on behalf of the American es- 
pionage service by the American spy Emanuel 
Voska, who cooperated with the British intelli- 
gence service. In my contacts with Voska I saw 
an opportunity to build up for myself a good posi- 
tion among the emigres. Hence I made an ap- 
pointment with him in his room in the Strand 
Palace Hotel in London. He asked me to send 
him regular reports about the Communist emi- 
gres in Britain." 

Asked by the Judge whether he knew what the 
purpose was of Voska's visit to London in 1939, 
Sling said: "I know that his temporary stay in 
London was connected with his espionage work. 
Voska used his London visit for the purpose of 
establishing contacts with Czechoslovak emigres 
and their recruitment for spying on behalf of the 
American espionage service. Voska was an old 
agent of the American intelligence service and 
a close collaborator of the leading agents of the 
American espionage service, Donovan, Dulles, and 
others. 



"Shortly after my meeting with Voska I visited 
Josef Belina, then chairman of the Czechoslovak 
group in the 'Trust Fund,' showing him the cre- 
dentials given to me by Voska. Belina immedi- 
ately offered me membership on the Presidium of 
the Czechoslovak group. As this offer suited me, 
I accepted. I wanted to make sure of an ad- 
vantageous position among the emigres. My 
work inside the Czechoslovak group enabled me 
to carry out the instructions given me by Voska. 

"Belina himself was not only an agent of Voska 
but also closely cooperated with the British police 
and was thus a direct agent of the British intel- 
ligence service. He regularly supplied reports 
about Communists. In the second half of April 
1939 I sent a letter to Voska containing espionage 
information." 

Prosecutor: "Voska is in the hands of the State 
security organs and the letter 'you mentioned is 
here. Do you recognize it?" 

Sling: "Yes, I identify this letter from a copy 
which I possess. This letter carries the number 
"one" in accordance with my arrangement with 
Voska " 

Sling then described his espionage contacts 
with Pacak to whom he had also been introduced 
through Voska. To Pacak he supplied profiles of 
Communist officials, particularly to those who 
were about to arrive in England. Pacak passed 
these reports on to Voska, who needed them for 
"the American espionage agents Donovan and 
Dulles." The Americans were making use of 
these reports in drawing up their plans of post- 
war interference in Czechoslovak internal affairs. 

The Prosecutor then asked Sling to describe 
the activities of the British Committee and 
"Trust Fund" and Sling's own work inside these 
organizations. 
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oJ5i™ g * ^ ° fficial ty th e British Committee was 
explained as a charitable organization which 
was meant to assist refugees from Czechoslo- 
vakia. In reality, the British Committee in- 
duced emigres to work for the American and 
British espionage services. This was done for 
the purpose of implementing future hostile im- 
perialist plans in Central Europe, in particular 
during the postwar era. 

"In the background of the British Committee 
was the American espionage organization, the 
Office of Strategic Services, headed by Dulles, 
Donovan and others. This work was done on 
behalf of the OSS by Field and Voska with a view 
to similar activities after the war. Belina intro- 
duced me to the leading officials of the British 
committee and from then on I conducted es- 
pionage work in close cooperation with these 
officials. 

"In July 1939 the British Committee was re- 
organized and became the 'Czech Refugee Trust 
*und. This reorganization was carried out be- 
cause the British Committee no longer suited the 
plans of the British Home Office, which wanted 
to dominate completely the political emigres who 
had come to England because of the war. In- 
side the management of the 'Trust Fund' the 
American and British intelligence services 'built 
up for themselves even better positions for the 
implementation of their postwar plans. Obvi- 

™&' ■ ?£ pt «^ ecr 5 t from the Part y m y espionage 
work in the 'Trust Fund.' Equally, I did not dis- 
close to the Party that I had helped Pacak T to 
acquire a leading position in the 'Trust Fund' on 
Voska's instructions." 

"Throughout the war and after the war the 
nercest enemies of the working people were em- 
ployed by the British radio, such types as the 
right-wing Social Democrat and traitor Kosina, 
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the Trotskyist Lev Braun, Mrusak, and many 
others. These people were carefully selected and 
trained as spies and saboteurs in special AMGOT 
courses." 

"The recruitment for AMGOT was done by the 
'Trust Fund' in close cooperation with the Labor 
Party. Courses for officers from all the foreign 
armies were organized at the same time. Even 
after the conclusion of the Czechoslovak-Soviet 
treaty, Benes and Ingr sent 60 officers to these 
AMGOT courses which lasted between six and 
twelve months. These officers were meant to as- 
sume leading positions later in liberated Czecho- 
slovakia and to hold them in the spirit of Benes' 
and Ingr's reactionary policy which aimed at the 
establishment of a military dictatorship. 

"I expected that Benes and his followers would 
rule Czechoslovakia after the war. Hence, as a 
careerist, I tried to strengthen my position with 
these people." 

Prosecutor: "Were you aware of Benes' close 
relations with Anglo-American ruling circles 
and their espionage services?" 

Sling: "During and after the war, Benes en- 
deavored to restore capitalism in Czechoslovakia 
in order to strengthen the position of the Anglo- 
American bloc in Central Europe. Benes, Ripka, 
Ingr, and the others were carrying out the in- 
structions given to them by the Anglo-American 
imperialists. For instance, in 1943, when Benes 
refused to go to Moscow to sign the Czecho- 
slovak-Soviet treaty, he declared that he was an 
advocate of Anglo-American policy and that he 
refused to do anything that would lead to dif- 
ferences between himself and Churchill and 
Eden. 

"For the same reason Benes handed over the 
whole machinery of the Deuxieme Bureau of the 
Ministry of National Defense, headed by Gen. 
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Moravec, to the Anglo-American intelligence 
service. He also deliberately sent to the Soviet 
Union those Czechoslovak officers whom he 
knew were cooperating with the intelligence 
service, such as Gen. Pika, the former military 
attache in Moscow. 

"Whatever Benes did was motivated by one 
purpose only: To strengthen the Anglo-Ameri- 
can position in postwar Czechoslovakia. His 
plans for internal policy were designed to the 
same purpose. Thus, for instance, up to 1942 
Benes maintained regular contacts with the 
traitor and fascist, Hacha. 

"In 1941 Benes declared that he was regularly 
issuing directives to Hacha, who accepted and 
implemented them. It was for this reason that 
Benes refused so stubbornly to sign a decree 
concerning the punishment of collaborators 
whom he considered as the backbone of his 
scheme for a military dictatorship." 

Prosecutor: "Name your English espionage 
contacts." 

Sling: "I established contact with the British 
intelligence service agent Hanson, whom I met 
in the autumn of 1941. Before my departure to 
liberated Czechoslovakia in December 1944 Han- 
son invited me to his office and gave me long- 
term tasks in respect of espionage and for my 
future subversive activities in Czechoslovakia." 

Sling then described his return to Czechoslo- 
vakia from England via Moscow. He stopped on 
this journey for two weeks in Moscow, where he 
realized that the Communist Party was going to 
play a leading part in Czechoslovakia. There- 
fore, he endeavored to make contacts with lead- 
ing Czechoslovak Communists in Moscow. The 
contacts which he established in Moscow were 
more important both for the purpose of his 



career and his subversive work than his old con- 
tact with Benes people. „„„«,„« r o 

"I became a member of Slansky's conspira- 
torial group during 1945, when I was appointed 
leading secretary of the Communist Party s re- 
gional committee in Brno." Some of Slansky s 
Associates, particularly Marie Syermova, he had 
met before that, in January 1945 in Moscow. 
Here Sling used his acquaintance with Svermoya 
for furthering his career. Since they both 
shared the same hostile attitude, their relations 
after their return to Czechoslovakia became 
much closer. Through Svermoya he reestab- 
lished contacts in April 1945 in Kosice with 
Slansky, whom he had met before the war. 

Prosecutor: "This means that m Kosice you 
had actually started to implement the directives 
given to you by Hanson and Benes? 

Sling- "Yes, in April 1945 in Kosice, Slansky 
told me that I would be given a job in the 
Party machinery as a regional secretary. On 
this occasion I told Slansky that I had been re- 
cruited for espionage work by the American 
agent Voska and that I had also worked for the 
'Trust Fund,' a branch of the British mtelli- 
srence service " 

Sling also claimed to have told Slansky of his 
espionage contacts with Belina, of his subversive 
activities in the Young Czechoslovakia Organi- 
zation and the Czechoslovak Youth Center, and 
of his cooperation with the Benes clique. Slan- 
sky told him that despite all these activities in 
England he would be given the job of regional 
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"On that occasion Slansky also asked me to 
find a suitable doctor for the chairman of the 
Czechoslovak Communist Party. This proved to 
me that Slansky's attitude to myself had not 
changed even after I had admitted my espio- 
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nage work in England. Slansky then fully 
agreed to the person of the Jewish bourgeois 
nationalist, Dr. Landislav Haas, whom I brought 
to him. Haas was a member of the so-called 
'Doctors' Mission' which had been sent to Czech- 
oslovakia from England. 

"When I saw Slansky's reaction to the con- 
fession of my past, I realized that such a type 
as myself suited him well. I obtained final evi- 
dence of this in the second half of April, 1945, 
when Slansky included me in a Communist Party 
delegation, headed by Svermova, which was sent 
to Southern Moravia." 

Sling arrived in Brno in May, 1945, where he 
was appointed by Svermova as representative of 
the Communist Party Central Committee. In 
June 1945 he visited Slansky in Prague to obtain 
directives on the treatment of Communist offi- 
cials who had betrayed the Party during the 
Nazi occupation. On that occasion Slansky had 
told me that use should be made of all these 
people, "including such semi-Trotskyites as 
Milan Reiman." This instruction of Slansky's he 
interpreted as a directive to continue his hostile 
activities inside the Communist Party. 

Another interview with Slansky, in August 
1945, confirmed this impression. During this in- 
terview Slansky told him that he, Sling, was to 
act in his position as regional secretary strictly 
in accordance with Slansky's directives. "I 
realized that Slansky was endeavoring to isolate 
Klement Gottwald, the Chairman of the Com- 
munist Party. I accepted these directives and I 
became associated with Slansky's hostile activi- 
ties." Thus this period represented the real be- 
ginning of the era when Slansky collected around 
himself enemy elements with a view to imple- 
menting his conspiratorial plans. 
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The filling of important positions with Trot- 
skyites, as practiced by Slansky, Geminder, 
Taussigova, and other members of the conspir- 
acy, including the defendant Sling, provided 
them with a secure foundation for their disrup- 
tive work. They used the same tactics as the 
Titoist clique in Yugoslavia and their aims had 
been essentially the same. Under cover of the 
slogan of "Czechoslovakia's road to Socialism 
they tried to drag Czechoslovakia into the im- 
perialist war camp and to obstruct the estab- 
lishment of Socialism. 

Asked for details of his hostile activities after 
his appointment as Party secretary for the Brno 
Region, Sling explained that he had aimed at 
complete domination of the regional Party ap- 
paratus and had been a dictator with a free 
hand in all spheres of the region's political, eco- 
nomic, and public life. He "pursued the same 
hostile work in the region, and with the same 
aim as Slansky had in the central apparatus of 
the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia In 
detail, he had since 1945 placed "petty bour- 
geois elements" in the regional apparatus, such 
as Vladimir Lenz, Ruzena Dubova, Jaroslav Kvis, 
and others. These people were under his abso- 
lute influence and entirely dependent on my 
instructions and advice." 

Sling also chose "enemy elements" for posts 
in the Economic Commission of the regional 
committee of the Communist Party. He ap- 
pointed the Trotskyite Dr. Hoffmann as chair- 
man of the commission, and Jaroslav Kvis, a 
wartime collaborator with the Germans, as dep- 
uty chairman. With Kvis' help, he then filled 
other economic posts with enemy elements, such 
as the collaborator Frantisek Risanek and 
others. 
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"In short, I pursued my hostile activities by 
appointing young and inexperienced cadres, oy 
dictatorial methods, through the bypassing of 
the Party's elected bodies, through suppression of 
internal Party democracy, and through silencing 
of criticism and self-criticism; thus I was en- 
abled to carry out hostile work in all spheres. 
This hostile work, which aimed at disrupting the 
Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, was con- 
doned by Slansky, Svermova, Frank, and the 
other conspirators. After the February events 
we then tried to introduce these methods into 
other regions of the Republic." 

Sling went on to explain that, with the sup- 
port of Slansky and his conspirators, he carried 
out a number of schemes designd to strengthen 
his own position in the Party and to cover his 
real intentions. , *_ , , ^ * 

Asked for details of his industrial sabotage, 
Sling said: "I systematically carried out a hostile 
cadres policy. Thus, for instance, I appointed 
the collaborator Isznk as plant manager of the 
building contractors' enterprises in Brno. When 
he was arrested for sabotage in 1949, I had mm 
released on my instructions and reappointed him 
to his post. I appointed another collaborator, 
the agrarian Sazavsky as manager of the Slavkov 
(Austerlitz) sugar refinery.", . xl . . . . . 
By deliberately concentrating the attention or 
the Party and administrative apparatus on "tri- 
fles," he also "concealed the importance and sig- 
nificance of the renovation and development of 
industrial enterprises in the Brno Region and of 
the economic enhancement of the region gen- 
erally " In 1948, with the knowledge and ap- 
proval of Slansky and Frank, Sling called a con- 
ference of industrialists and big businessmen 
whose property had been nationalized. At this 
conference, he and the Trotskyite Dr. Hoffmann 



tions "under the Pretext of, their experj 
^^iP^P^StoS wale »lSSge, he en- 

^58 %e , SS2^^ tlS 1 SS™ were 

fab^urs^ 

aimTat%n^ 

ihl'sX 8 o7"hT eco k no^ 

sky Frank and Frejka e a PPOi™e di ^ctors" to 
capitalism" and for ™£ gg£ industry, such as 
key posts in heavy engineering "*>* pn eineer Fa- 
"the Jewish bourg eois national ist engineer ^ 
Dinger" who held a high posWn tne ^ ^^ 
heavy engineering industry ™ rl gf rector Gen - 
Republic and who was appomtett "lret. t 

eral of »^ ^Sfflp^ ofA and 
Frejka's P^posal witti tne agP™ ™ d siansky's 

ist "directors and hostile elements 
One example was Fned, formerg exp 

S^feTmlntrcoSuSextensiveaabotage 



by maintaining the old capitalist production 
adoK ^ f th f r P^ts and P by obstrSctinf the 
aaoption of a Socialist production orolram 

eV h e U nwor e s y e.^ ade *** Cha ° S * n h^avy^ngineSg 

SlSSfainPdW h & sabot ^ e . m agriculture, 
relSiled ?S? pni5?H the con + s P lr ators had always 
StS \ £r. «T condltions in the countryside were 
vital for the implementation of their plans for 
t w res f° ra , tlon of capitalism. That was why 
they rallied around them their "natural allSf 

vSe a Sc h g a nd e n^ nde ^ ^ entry ' Marians! 11 he 
oii!r g i cn '. an . d otner similar enemies under thp 

bel a ? f 0f th V e ln ^r er the m0 ?J ^fluenfial Sem- 
tvfiL I tne v l llla ge community." Thev helDed 
them to penetrate the Party and to Lin fiS 
portent posts in cooperatives.the farmefs^ Sn Si" 
State farms, and so on. Sling said that he De?- 
sonally had appointed a man named Lezak to £ 
manager and one (Dracke) to be deputy manaee? 
Morlvia^' the CGntral 0rgan °* cff&SWg 

rememfered^m^rti^^^ 8 a PP oi ^ents. He 
SlSiskv i? ? thi a Particular a conversation with 
^lansky in the autumn of 1947 when hp rpcnm 

KuSfn^fn 116 FoPPP Jaroslav ' J^n and Ka?e"l 
Kutan for administrative posts in aKriculW 
although he told Slansky quite openlv that Spv 

SlanskvSpw S raei ? / big esta ^ s Altho^ 
toiansky knew them to be enemv elpmpnt* Wo o?T 

P^ed their appointment ^. Sut ^ ?eaV fateV 
with the approval of a further member^ of nH 
conspiracy, the Director General of Stato pJrS? 

bf State Sk f y a 'r aP P ° inted ^ and KL^K^tenTd 
De State farm managers, and Jaroslav Kutan to 

Region 101 ^ 1 lnspector of State farms in the Brno 

cutor^ha? ^. ^ «>urt was told by the Prose- 
cutor, that the Kutans had been sentenced for 



espionage and had admitted working against the 
Communist Party, to key posts in the police. The 
People's Democratic order. Asked whether he 
had kept these elements in key positions after 
February 1948, Sling confirmed that he had. He 
had seen to it that no purge was carried out in 
Moragra, he said. 

The Prosecutor then turned his questions to the 
"conspirators' " intentions with regard to the 
armed forces. Sling stated that late in 1945 "the 
Jewish bourgeois nationalist Bedrich Kopold," 
then an education officer, called on him at the 
regional secretariat and told him that it might 
be possible to win over a number of influential 
senior officers. 

Kopold named Generals Novak, Kouril, and 
others. In reply to Sling's questions, Kopold had 
told him that they were "reactionary bourgeois 
officers and participants of the counterrevolu- 
tionary putsch in Russia and had even at that 
time fought actively against the Red Army in the 
ranks of the Czechoslovak Legion." 

Sling said he informed Slansky of his talk with 
Kopold and Slansky had stressed to him the 
need for getting these people into the Communist 
Party. Slansky told him to find more such bour- 
geois officers in order to strengthen the position 
of the conspiracy within the army. Slansky's 
instructions were clear and Sling had therefore 
enabled Generals Novak, Kouril, Trnka, Bulandr, 
Budin, Pasek, and others to join the Communist 
Party. 

Early in 1946 Slansky instructed Sling to form 
these senior bourgeois officers and generals into 
an organized group and to remain in close touch 
with them. He had done so. Through Kopold 
he maintained contact with "the circles of gen- 
erals" and called regular meetings of them in 
private flats. At these meetings he emphasized 



the need for gaining more bourgeois officers for 
the Party. He stressed the need for rilling re- 
sponsible army posts with bourgeois experts, jus- 
tifying his argument by referring to the many 
bourgeois experts used in all sectors of the coun- 
try's economy. 

Asked what aims the conspiracy was thus pur- 
suing, Sling said: "The aim was to render impos- 
sible the creation of a new People's Democratic 
army, to lower the fighting value of the army, 
and to insure the absolute influence of the Con- 
spiratorial Center within the army. This was to 
have been done by me, and in fact I did this, with 
the help of these bourgeois officers and generals." 

In this work Sling had the assistance of "the 
Jewish bourgeois nationalist Reicin," whom 
Slansky appointed Deputy Defense Minister for 
that very purpose. 

Questioned about his conspiratorial work with 
regard to the police, Sling stated that the con- 
spiracy worked in the police along the same lines 
as in the army. The aim was to appoint to key 
positions in the National Security Corps — both 
in the uniformed police and the State Security 
Police — enemy elements such as bourgeois na- 
tionalists, Trotskyites, Zionists, collaborators, and 
similar types. 

"Needless to say, this work, and the supervi- 
sion of all these activities by the conspiracy, was 
centered in Slansky's hands." 

Asked- for names, Sling said that he appointed 
Karel Svab Deputy Minister of National Security, 
the former police general Josef Pavel another 
Deputy Minister of National Security, and Osvald 
Zavodsky Commanding Officer of State Security. 

From 1945 onward, Sling continued, he worked 
for the appointment of people who were devoted 
to him and who were under his influence, that is, 
petty bourgeois elements and enemies of the 
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idea was that these people should intercept any 
reports about enemy activity and thereby pre- 
vent the conspiracy from being discovered. 

Questioned about his subversive collaboration 
with other regional secretaries appointed by 
Slansky, Sling explained that Puchs, Landa, 
Polak, and Lomsky, who were all members of the 
conspiracy, were posted by Slansky to the most 
important industrial regions. The accused knew 
these four from his exile in England and collabo- 
rated with them with a view to expanding and 
intensifying subversive work in other regions. 

Together with Fuchs, and with the knowledge 
of Slansky and other conspirators, Sling organ- 
ized the consultative meetings of the Ostrava 
and Brno Regions in 1948 and 1949. Similar con- 
sultations between national secretaries in the 
conspiracy took place in 1949 and 1950. 

Sling remembered remarking, at one such 
meeting in September 1950, at which Fuchs, 
Landa, Polak, and Lomsky were present, that the 
conspirators had "brought about the appointment 
of five Jews and 'Londoners' to the posts of re- 
gional secretaries." Sling mentioned at that 
meeting the fact that "there might be changes in 
the Party leadership" and that Slansky would 
appoint him secretary for the Prague Region. 
This, however, did not happen because shortly 
afterwards he was arrested. 

"These are the crimes I have committed: joint- 
ly with the chief of the conspiracy, Rudolf Slan- 
sky, and with the other conspirators — crimes 
against the Czechoslovak State, the Communist 
Party of Czechoslovakia and the Czechoslovak 
people. The anti-State conspiracy represented 
the main force against People's Democratic 
Czechoslovakia in favor of American warmon- 
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# I ?u 19 l 1 .5 e , lina was "unmasked as a confidant 
of the British secret service; he hinted that he 
would not return to Czechoslovakia. He settled 
down m England as a professional inciter against 
Czechoslovakia through the medium of the BBC." 

— END OP THE FIFTH DAY OF THE TRIAL — 
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NOVEMBER 25, 1952 — SIXTH DAY OF THE 
TRIAL — MORNING SESSION 

At the morning session of Tuesday, November 
25, the defendant Karel Svab, former Deputy 
Minister of National Security, was examined. 

Presiding Judge: "Are you guilty in the sense 
of the indictment?" 

Svab: "I am guilty of having protected from 
exposure the hostile group concentrated round 
Slansky." 

Presiding Judge: "This is one part of your 
guilt. What else?" 

Svab: "I am further guilty of having made 
possible the activities of Anglo-U.S., Yugoslav, 
and other hostile espionage agencies in Czech- 
oslovakia. I have covered the wrecking activities 
of the Trotskyists, Zionists, bourgeois national- 
ists, and other hostile groups. I have under- 
mined the security apparatus by placing, either 
directly or with the help of others, unreliable 
and hostile persons in leading positions of our 
security, also persons who were incapable of deal- 
ing with the enemies of the Republic. I have 
further undermined the security apparatus by 
hampering Party political work in our security 
system." 

The Presiding Judge asked Svab whether it 
was true that on various occasions he had shield- 
ed the Slansky group and also carried out hos- 
tile activities against the People's Democratic 
regime and the Communist Party. 

Svab: "This is correct. I was one of this 
group and together with them I carried out 
anti-State activities. I did so because I myself 
was a member of the anti-State center." 

Presiding Judge: "This means that you carried 
out these activities as a conspirator. What led 
you to do this?" 
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hostile ends. "Our Conspiratorial Center, led by 
Slansky, worked for the liquidation of the Peo- 
ple's Democratic regime in Czechoslovakia, for 
the implementation of the Anglo-U.S. strategic 
plans, and for the preparation of a new war." 

From the very beginning of his job, he re- 
ceived reports gravely incriminating individual 
members of the Conspiratorial Center. "All this 
material I handed to Slansky and with him, I 
liquidated it. Furthermore, on Slansky's in- 
structions I warned each of the incriminated 
individuals. I thus enabled them to continue 
their hostile activities." 

Svab, for instance, found out that ever since 
1945, Frejka concentrated around himself "mem- 
bers of his London group of so-called economists 
from the ranks of former leading personalities 
of capitalist cartels and other large enterprises, 
or direct employees of British ruling circles. "I 
knew that this Frejka clique not only sabotaged 
our economy, but also carried on espionage. I 
shielded this latter activity by handing all re- 
ports on it to Slansky. We disposed of them. 

"Slansky knew, for instance, that Goldmann 
and Frejka were sabotaging the preparations and 
the implementation of the Two Year and Five 
Year Plans. We also knew that not only Frejka 
and Goldmann, but also Loebl was a collaborator 
of the U.S. spy Noel Field, who was unmasked 
during the trial of Rajk in Hungary. Frejka 
and Goldmann gave this U.S. spy important re- 
ports on the Czechoslovak economy and its plan- 
ning, and Loebl information on foreign trade. 

"As early as 1947 I received important evi- 
dence condemning Loebl of hostile cooperation 
with the imperialist agent, Ripka. In coopera- 
ation with Slansky, I destroyed this evidence 
and warned Loebl. We knew also that Clementis 
was an agent of the French secret service, the 
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leader of a group of bourgeois nationalists in 
Slovakia, and an agent of Eduard Benes. We 
Had a letter from Ripka to Benes from which it 
was clear to us that Clementis had a treasonable 
attitude." 

These and similar documents were disposed of; 
blansky kept the most incriminating for him- 
self and the others were filed by Svab in secret 
archives. 

Presiding Judge: "How did you learn that 
Clementis was an agent of the French secret 
service? 

Svab said that he received incriminating ma- 
terial on Clementis even before the February 
events m 1948. Later in 1950, he received "a 
further report, in which the author, a former 
employee of the French intelligence service, Jir- 
cik, proved that Clementis was a sworn agent of 
L l 11 * intelligence service ever since 1939 " 
The Presiding Judge then submitted the evi- 
dence of Vera Hloskova, "who is under arrest," 
according to which "the Slovak bourgeois na- 
tionalists Husak, Novomasky and Holdos main- 
tained espionage contacts with capitalist spies. 
This I confirmed as early as 1948." 
. The Presiding Judge continued: "From this, it 
is apparent that in 1948, after the arrest of 
Jircik, you prevented the unmasking of the 
bourgeois Slovak nationalists in order to pre- 
vent the unmasking of Clementis, an agent of 
the Western imperialists. What have you to 
say to this?" 

Svab: "I confirm the evidence of Hloskova" 
Because it was desired to shield this grouo, only 
a formal investigation was arranged, with the 
result that they remained in their positions. As 
a result of this, their leader, Clementis, was not 
unmasked; this shielded the whole Conspira- 
torial Center. ^ 



226 




Svab was then asked how he covered the 
wrecking activities of Reicin in the army. He 
replied: "As far back as 1945, I received a num- 
ber of important reports and documents on Rei- 
cin's hostile activities in the army. This evi- 
dence proved that Reicin was a Jewish bour- 
geois nationalist, who carried out deliberate 
'wrecking activity in the army. In order to 
shield this member of our center and enable 
him to continue his activities in the interests 
of our Conspiratorial Center, in agreement with 
Slansky, I handed all this evidence directly to 
Reicin." 

A deposition by Anna Vackova of January 22, 
1950, proving this shielding of Reicin, was sub- 
mitted and was confirmed by Svab. This docu- 
ment he also handed to Reicin. A further docu- 
ment incriminating Reicin, dated 1950, was sub- 
mitted and identified. It was also handed to 
Reicin. In a similar manner Svab shielded Ar- 
thur London. 

A document was then submitted, dated March 
1947, and signed by Czechoslovak officer Knou- 
rek, which also incriminated Reicin. This, too, 
was identified by Svab. 

Svab was then asked what he knew about 
Geminder's hostile activities. He said that it 
was known that Geminder maintained close con- 
tacts with the Trotskyite and Titoist agent Trie- 
odor Falk. He also was aware of the hostile 
activities of other members of the center: Frank, 
Otto Fischl, and Sling. He warned Sling him- 
self on various occasions. He and Slansky knew 
about the hostile activities of other members of 
th.p center 

Asked how he and Slansky shielded the U.S. 
spy Noel Field, Svab said: "Field, the U.S. spy 
who was unmasked at the Rajk trial, said in his 
evidence that he maintained a widespread espi- 
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onage network in Czechoslovakia. As his col- 
laborators he named the Jewish bourgeois na- 
tionalists Frejka, Goldmann, Loebl, and Hajek- 
Karpeles, and in Slovakia Holdos, Pavlik-Pollit- 
ze J> a £d others who, on his instructions, sup- 
plied him with important espionage information 
from all spheres of their activities." 

Question: "How did you keep this evidence of 
Field from the courts?" 

Svab: "As Slansky and I could not destroy this 
testimony of Field's, Slansky ordered that in- 
vestigations were to be carried out in such a way 
as to be only a formality, and that during the 
investigations all members of the center were to 
?,? "formed of the extent of Field's evidence, so 
tnat they could prepare their defense." 

Question: "When did you learn that Noel 
Field was a spy?" 

Svab: "I learned that in 1947 from a docu- 
ment submitted to me by the Zionist Stepan 
Placek. This letter "requested Field to coop- 
erate in espionage." This important document 
was kept secret "even when Field in 1949 was 
unmasked as a spy." 

Svab not only shielded members of the Con- 
spiratorial Center, but also "numerous imperi- 
alist spies." The announcer then said that 
bvab gave details on how he covered up the 
espionage activities of the "Tito agent" Kirc and 

■t* Jatican agent" Kolakovic. Svab also ad- 
mitted having "prevented the unmasking of the 
dangerous imperialist agent Zilliacus, thus en- 
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The prosecutor Kola j a asked Svab what other 
?Sh & gr0Up . s h £ shield ed. Svab said that he 
and the center had supported "Zionist organi- 
zations and their terrorist gangs." These Zion- 
ist organizations maintained continuous con- 

228 



1 



tact "with the imperialist agents who worked at 
the Israeli legation in Prague and also with the 
U.S. Zionist and espionage organization, the 
"Joint" Zionist organization. I knew from nu- 
merous reports that I received that this whole 
conspiratorial movement was financed by U.S. 
agencies, which used the Zionist organizations 
as one of their channels for spreading imperi- 
alist influence in the People's Democracies." 

Kola j a then asked why these Zionist organi- 
zations were supported. Svab said that one of 
the reasons for this was that "Slansky, who led 
the Conspiratorial Center, is himself a Jewish 
bourgeois nationalist, and a large number of 
other members of our center are also Jewish 
bourgeois nationalists, or even straight Zionists. 
The main reason for our support, however, was 
that the Zionist formed the most reliable im- 
perialist agency, which gave Slansky the best 
opportunity for maintaining his link with the 
imperialist West. 

"The anti-State center's preparations for the 
restoration of capitalism in Czechoslovakia made 
use of Tito's experiences and relied on a group 
of Trotskyites and other renegades who had been 
exposed before the war. Slansky knew the hos- 
tile character of these elements very well, and 
from May 1945 he made their reentry into the 
Party possible under the slogan 'come back, all 
is forgiven.' I helped him in this. 

"Slansky particularly relied on a well organ- 
ized Trotskyite group led by Josef Pavel, Osvald 
Zavodsky, and the spy London. Another group 
of Trotskyites who had been expelled before the 
war from the Communist Party operated inside 
the Social Democrat Party. This group was led 
by the Trotskyite Vilim and its task was to 
break up the close cooperation between the Com- 
munist Party and the Social-Democratic Party. 
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"This policy of cooperation with Trotskyite 
elements within the Social Democratic Party 
was carried out by Slansky in accordance with 
directives issued by British imperialist agents 
concealed in leading positions of the English 
Labor Party, led by Konni Zilliacus and Hill, 
aiming at making the Social Democratic Party 
part of the anti-Soviet bloc." 

Slansky transferred Svab from the Party Sec- 
retariat to the National Security Sector after 
the conspirators had consolidated their posi- 
tions in the Secretariat. Slansky had full con- 
fidence in Svab and, therefore, entrusted him 
with this new task. "Particularly, full support 
in undermining the National Security Corps was 
given by a group of Trotskyites who were former 
volunteers of the International Brigade in Spain. 
Ever since 1945 Slansky systematically placed 
these people in the security sector with the aid 
of Josef Pavel and Osvald Zavodsky, the leaders 
of this group. 

"Other members of this group included Oskar 
Vales and others, and I covered up their hostile 
activities by concealing in 1950 and after the 
proof of their activities, including material in- 
criminating Pavel, Vales, Zavodsky, whom I in- 
formed of the reports of his hostile activities, 
and a number of others. By concealing this 
incriminating evidence, I enabled all these ene- 
mies to continue in their positions and in their 
subversive activities." 

Presiding Judge: "Tell us what particular 
danger was caused by the activities of the anti- 
State center in case of an attack against the 
Czechoslovak Republic." 

Svab: "In case of an attack against our Re- 
public by the imperialist West the anti-State 
center represented a danger insofar as we would 
have acted as a fifth column to the detriment 
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of the Republic's defense potential, thus facili- 
tating the realization of the imperialist's aggres- 
sive plans. „ .. 

"Rudolf Slansky realized very well the impor- 
tance and significance of the security sector, and 
therefore devoted great care to making it subject 
to the interests of the anti-State center. At 
the right moment his would have enabled him 
to become a dictator like the U.S.-British agent, 
Tito; to undo the development of Socialism m 
Czechoslovakia; to dissociate the Republic from 
the USSR and the camp of peace. 

"In spite of our concentrated effort we failed 
to get the security sector completely into our 
hands and to remove its honest members who 
were devoted to the interests of the Czechoslo- 
vak people, the Communist Party, and Gottwald, 
and who step by step exposed our hostile activ- 
ity and upset our plans." (This concluded the 
examination of Svab.) 

The first witness against Svab was Osvald za- 
vodsky, the former Commander of Internal 
Security, who described Svab as "devoted to 
Slansky" and who had worked for him m the 
Central Party Secretariat and in the Ministry of 
National Security. 

According to Zavodsky, Svab also covered up 
the activities of the Slovak bourgeois nationalists 
during the examination of Vera Hloskova whose 
depositions had pointed out the danger of Slovak 
bourgeois nationalism. "Both Slansky and Pavel 
were aware of this."It concerned Slovaks such as 
Husak, Novomesky, and Holdos. Even though 
this matter was directly connected with national 
security, Svab insisted on personally examining 
those concerned and, therefore, nothing was done 
with regard to the Slovak officials concerned. 

This was particularly so in the case of demen- 
tis. Acting on direct orders from Slansky, Svab 
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concealed all evidence incriminating dementis, 
even though both Slansky and Svab knew in 1949 
that Clementis was a spy. The same procedure 
was applied in the case of Dr. Vazna, the com- 
mon law wife of Lt. Col. Ivo Milen. This woman 
was under suspicion of being in contact with a 
certain Trotskyite, of being an agent of the Brit- 
ish intelligence service, and of maintaining con- 
tacts abroad through the Trotskyite mentioned 
above. Svab also suppressed material given in 
evidence by Loebl, Picher, and others. 

Zavodsky stated that Svab also acted similarly 
with regard to incriminating reports affecting 
Sling which began to come in, in 1949. Both 
Slansky and Svab knew that "Sling opposed the 
working class and the policy of the Communist 
Party." Svab used to describe all information 
regarding Sling as unimportant, saying that it 
"affected only Slings' behavior under the occupa- 
tion and as an emigre in England." After Sling's 
arrest, Svab kept Slansky informed of the prog- 
ress of the investigation, and Slansky gave or- 
ders that his own activities should not be un- 
masked in the course of Sling's examination. 
Svab also did his utmost to cover London. 

"During the investigation of the American spy 
Noel Field it was definitely established that the 
relationship between London and Field consisted 
mainly of espionage. This incontrovertible fact 
was known to Slansky, who had been informed by 
Svab. Yet no orders were given for action 
against London." (This ended the testimony of 
Lavodsky.) 

The next witness against Svab was Vera 
Hloskova, who, according to the Prosecutor, was 
previously convicted as an agent of the British 
intelligence service. She spoke of her connec- 
tions with the Slovak bourgeois nationalists led 
by Clementis. Svab had suppressed her evidence, 



thus sabotaging investigations directed against 
Clementis. 

The Presiding Judge read out a deposition by 
Anna Vackova, an employee of the Ministry of 
National Security, who stated that she had told 
Svab of Reicin's activities in the Ministry of Na- 
tional Defense, where she had been previously 
employed. Instead of acting on this information, 
Svab had passed it on to Reicin. 

The next witness was Oskar Valasek, formerly 
called Weiss, the former Security Officer of the 
Central Committee of the Slovak Communist 
Party. "This bourgeois nationalist carried out 
activity in accordance with Svab's directions, and 
his task consisted of posting hostile elements in 
key positions in Slovakia and of concealing all 
evidence of the connection between Rajk's gang 
in Hungary and Slansky's band." 

NOVEMBER 25, 1952 — AFTERNOON SESSION 

Reicin's examination began with a statement 
on his early education, which was carried out in 
a "bourgeois and religious spirit, in a Zionist Boy 
Scout organization." In 1926 he joined the 
Komsomol, burdened by "harmful characteristics 
and a hostile attitude toward the working class." 
Presiding Judge: "Do you plead guilty in ac- 
cordance with the indictment, and are you guilty 
of the crimes detailed therein?" 

Reicin: "Yes." 

At the beginning Reicin appeared to be suffer- 
ing from emotional stress and spoke slowly; later 
his speech sounded more controlled. 

According to Reicin, his betrayal of the work- 
ing class movement and of the Czechoslovak peo- 
ple started in the autumn of 1938 after the dis- 
solution of the Czechoslovak Communist Party by 
"the agrarian and reactionary Benes clique. In 
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these decisive and difficult times, my political 
and moral decomposition became evident." 

After his arrest by the Prague Gestapo in 
April 1939, the Germans "made use of my cow- 
ardice and gradually I became a collaborator of 
the fascist Gestapo, betraying my knowledge of 
the Party and its officials." 

The Gestapo examined Reicin as regards the 
affairs and leadership of the federation of prole- 
tarian physical training, as he was the Sports 
Editor of RUDE PRAVO. The Presiding Judge 
mentioned a deposition by an unnamed witness, 
who was Reicin's cellmate in 1939 and who stated 
that Reicin wrote a report for the Gestapo in his 
cell. Reicin confirmed this. He said that the 
Gestapo Commissioner Elbers asked him to give 
details about the working class physical training 
movement. In this report Reicin named Josef 
Trousil and Josef Matejka, among other leaders 
of the Federation of Proletarian Physical Train- 
ing. 

"My examination by the Gestapo led to the ex- 
posure of the underground Party Central Com- 
mittee and its leading officials." Reicin gave in- 
formation about Party officials of the Central 
Secretariat, the Komsomol Central Committee, 
and the first Party region, together with reports 
on the editorial staff of the Communist Party 
press, particularly of RUDE PRAVO and HALO 
NOVINY, and on officials linking the Party with 
the Comintern. 

Reicin named the following Communist leaders 
whom he betrayed to the Gestapo: Jan Zika, Jan 
Festuka, also known as Rolny, Ota Synek, Josef 
Hruby, Rudolf Richter, Jan Sverma, Eduard Urx, 
Jan Krejci, Julius Fucik, Kurt Konrad, whose real 
name was Beer, Stainislav Brunclik, Vratislav 
Santroch, and many others. Reicin also told the 



Gestapo about printing presses used by the Party 
for the production of illegal pamphlets. 

"My treason, my shameful treason helped the 
Gestapo in its extermination campaign against 
the Czechoslovak Communist Party, for my state- 
ments enabled it to effect the physical liquidation 
of those whom it betrayed." Synek, Urx, Zika, 
Festuka, Fucik, Krejci, Konrad, Santroch, Brun- 
clik, and Kren all paid with their lives. 

In reply to the prosecutor's remark that he be- 
trayed the national hero, Fucik, Reicin admitted 
that he furnished the Gestapo with reports about 
Fucik after his own release from prison. 

He also betrayed his contacts with the Party 
leadership through a bookshop in Prague where 
the Gestapo then placed its own agent Freisleben. 
This Gestapo agent confirmed Reicin's guilt, ac- 
cording to a statement in the hands of the prose- 
cution. 

"In view of my betrayal and my cowardice the 
Gestapo regarded me as a willing instrument 
and released me on condition of my further col- 
laboration. Elbers also knew that I had the op- 
portunity of emigrating to the USSR, as I in- 
formed him of this. The Gestapo wanted to 
make use of this opportunity and to send me as 
its agent to the USSR. I accepted this proposal 
of the Gestapo. In my selfish desire to get out 
of prison at any cost, I stooped even to this 
shameful betrayal and signed an undertaking for 
Elbers pledging my future cooperation with the 
Gestapo." 

After his release on October 14, 1939, acting in 
accordance with Gestapo instructions, Reicin 
tried to gain the confidence of the Party in order 
to insure his own dispatch to the USSR. He fur- 
nished reports on his contacts with Oldrich Hlas, 
Brunclik, and Fucik and, in December 1939, a 
member of the Underground Central Committee, 



Vaclav Kren, instructed him to abstain from fur- 
ther Party activities, as he had become known to 
the Gestapo. 

All this Reicin betrayed to Elbers, who told 
£i m to obey these instructions in order to retain 
the Party s confidence, which would enable Reicin 
to go to the USSR and to work against the 
emigre leadership of the Czechoslovak Commu- 
nist Party." 

The prosecution then produced four letters 
written by Fucik mentioning Fucik's contacts 
with Reicm and Reicin's own postwar declaration 
affirming his wartime contacts with Fucik 

Prosecutor: "Tell us how the German fascists 
enabled you to go to the USSR." 

Reicin: "In view of my tasks in the USSR, the 
Gestapo passed me on to a higher authority in 
the Sicherheitsdienst at the beginning of 1940 
«, WI £J£?, en an emigration passport to China via 
the USSR. "After the discussion of my tasks in 
the USSR, I left Prague on October 13, 1940, 
openly via Berlin, Koenigsberg, and Vilna for 
Moscow." 

Prosecutor: "How did you fulfill the instruc- 
tions given you by the German fascists, after 
you arrived in the USSR?" 

Reicin: "On my arrival in Moscow I reported to 
the emigre leadership of the Czechoslovak Com- 
munist Party, but I kept silent about my betrayal 
and my Gestapo tasks." 

Reicin was placed in a home for political emi- 
gres near Moscow, and at the beginning of 1941 
Slansky asked him to cooperate temporarily in 
the Czechoslovak transmissions of Radio Mos- 
cow. In February 1942 Reicin joined the Czecho- 
slovak Army in the USSR and at the beginning 
• 1945 he became head of military intelligence 
m the First Czechoslovak Corps. 
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After the liberation he became chief of Czecho- 
slovak military intelligence and later Deputy 
Minister of National Defense. "I recruited 
cadres from the ranks of old bourgeois officers of 
the pre-Munich Army and its intelligence serv- 
ice—bourgeois nationalists and other unreliable 
elements on whom I relied in my later hostile 
activities. 

"The American spies Col. Woldike and Col 
Koenig and their British colleague, Col. Mullens 
received important information owing to my 
activities. This information contained reports 
on the state of the Czechoslovak Army at that 

The Prosecutor then presented photostatic 
copies of documents from the secret archives of 
the general staff which "prove that information 
about the Army was given to the Anglo-U.S. 
docu ^ eicln recognized the validity of these 

Reicin's espionage activities were aided by Gen. 
Gerf Ra I 1 "" 161 Chief ° f the General sta & and 

Announcer: "Reicin then told how he estab- 
lished contact with U.S.-British spies and how 
he supplied them with espionage reports." Rei- 
cin said: "I know that the French military at- 
tache in Prague also approached Gen. Bocek for 
espionage information. 

."My espionage activities for the American es- 
pionage service and its British and French 
branches also took other forms. As chief of the 
military intelligence, I instructed the permit sec- 
tion of my department to issue permits to foreign 
subjects for visits to Czechoslovak industrial en- 
terprises, including factories which should have 
been barred to foreigners. I also agreed to visits 
by representatives of Western capitalist armies 
to Czechoslovak military training establishments 



and special units. On these occasions these 
Western spies, covered by diplomatic office, 
learned of facts which should have been kept 
secret. 

"Acting on instructions issued by Gen. Bocek, 
Gen. Marko, in charge of signals, accompanied an 
English officer on a tour of signal units and in- 
formed him of the progress of training, organi- 
zation, righting preparedness, and other circum- 
stances affecting these units. During these 
visits, Gen. Marko told the Englishman about 
top secret matters affecting the Czechoslovak 
army, its internal organization, conditions, and 
so on. In Benesov he even acquainted him with 
all the officers of the unit and particularly 
jointed out to him the intelligence officer whom 
le described surreptitiously as: 'This is our intel- 
ligence spy.' Gen. Bocek and I talked this over, 
but we took no action against Gen. Marko for in 
effect he only did the same thing as we were 
doing." 

Reicin covered up the activities of officers "who 
had been caught in the act of espionage and re- 
cruited them for further services for American 
and British espionage." He supported officers 
who opposed the application of Soviet methods 
in the Army, and "the whole reactionary gang 
was under the protection of Benes, the agent of 
the U.S. imperialists. He issued orders pro- 
hibiting action against officers who had espion- 
age connections with representatives of the 
American or other Western armies. "Dr. Benes 
gave open instructions prohibiting action against 
reactionary pro-Western officers who, together 
with representatives of the American Army and 
other Western capitalist armies, carried on hos- 
tile activities in the Czechoslovak Army and un- 
dermined the defense of the people's democratic 
order. Benes himself approved and aided the 
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hostile activities of Western espionage agencies 
in Czechoslovakia. 

"In 1947 I personally took part in a military 
conference with Benes in the 'castle' when I pre- 
sented a report on the state of the Czechoslovak 
Army from the point of view of military intelli- 
gence. This report contained definite informa- 
tion about the subversive activities of high 
Czechoslovak officers connected with Anglo-U.S. 
spies, about their relations with Western spies, 
and so on. On that occasion Dr. Benes gave 
us his hostile instructions. He opposed action 
carried out against espionage in the Czechoslo- 
vak Army in the interests of the Americans and 
their Allies " 

Prosecutor: "This means that Benes, in agree- 
ment with the interest of the Anglo-U.S. im- 
perialists and you and your clique of bourgeois 
officers, prepared in the Army the conditions for 
the creation of a fifth column?" 

Reicin: "Yes. Benes worked systematically 
from 1945 against the implementation of the 
Kosice program on the cleaning up of the Army 
leadership." He tried to preserve the pre- 
Munich personnel. "Through us, his collabora- 
tors in the Army, he packed the command of the 
Army with reactionary, Western-minded officers. 
They included for instance the anti-Soviet spy 
Gen. Pika who maintained close confidential re- 
lations with the head of the intelligence service 
in Prague, Col. Harold Gibson, and with the well- 
known British spy, Gen. Gill. 

"Others were Gen. Antonin Hasal, who after 
February 1948 escaped with the help of U.S. 
Ambassador Steinhardt; Gen. Alois Liska, who 
maintained contact with British diplomats in 
Czechoslovakia and who also escaped after the 
February events; and Gen. Karel Janousek, who 
also maintained contact with British diplomats 
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and a number of other enemies of the people's 
democratic regime. 

"At the beginning of 1948 when the reaction- 
aries stepped up their attacks on the peoples 
democratic regime, Dr. Benes told Generals Hasal 
and Pika to prepare for him a list of relia- 
ble — that is reliable to him — generals whom he 
would place into the most important positions 
in the Czechoslovak Army." 

The Prosecutor then said that the fact that 
Benes had so openly spoken in front of Reicin 
proved that he had enjoyed Benes' confidence. 

Reicin: "This is so. At this secret conference 
Benes really expressed openly his anti-Soviet 
and pro-Western tendencies. He did so because 
he trusted me and relied on me, as he did on 
Gen. Bocek. In this way my whole shameful 
past brought me not only into close relations 
with Dr. Benes and his lackeys, but also into 
the anti-State plot led by Slansky;' 

Reicin informed Slansky of his secret negoti- 
ations with Benes in all details. After 1945 he 
had kept Slansky informed on the conspiracy 
within the Czechoslovak Army. 

"I did not keep secret from him my hostile 
activities and my connections with the other 
leading personalities of the Army belonging to 
the Benes clique." Slansky was thus kept in- 
formed of the hostile and anti-democratic line 
of the Army command which was a tool of 
Benes from the very beginning of the building 
of the Army. 

Prosecutor: "When did you become a member 
of Slansky's Conspiratorial Center?" 

Reicin: "It began at the end of 1945 or the 
beginning of 1946 when on the occasion of my 
visiting the Secretariat of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Communist Party, Slansky told me 



that he knew of my treasonable activities in the 
Gestapo in 1939. J T . . „„ 

"This was a shock to me and I expected an 
investigation into the matter, but this did not 
h?DPen On the contrary, Slansky began to be 
coSrate toward me. He furthered my career 
even more than before and in this and other 
ways he tried to make our relations closer I 
recognized in Slansky my saviour and protector 
and I began to accept his line fully. In this way 
Slansky bound me to him." 

Question: "Your treacherous character led you 
to be simultaneously in contact with the Benes 
clique and with the Slansky gang. Is this so? 

Reicin: "This is so. Slansky tied me more 
and more to his own person by supporting my 
criminal and sabotage affairs in connection with 
the hostile army command. Slansky did so par- 
ticularly by agreeing with, our granting of espi- 
onage facilities and machinations of Anglo-U.S 
agents among the ranks of Czechoslovak officers 
and foreign diplomats. Slansky also knew of the 
espionage activities which were carried out by 
his cliaue in the Army command against the 
Soviet Union and the people's democratic coun- 
tries. I had no secrets from Slansky as regards 
questions of hostile activities withm the Czecho- 

S "My conversation with Slansky which took 
place in August 1948 was particularly character- 
istic; that is, when Slansky invited me to his 
office in the building of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party. nvTil . ooc 

"On this occasion Slansky said to me express- 
ly that it was his wish that I should become 
Deputy to the Minister of National Defense, with 
responsibility for cadre matters Slansky told 
me that he supported my candidature so that 
I should direct the cadre activities in the Czech- 




oslovak Army in conformity with the previous 
line of procedure. He asked me to ask for his 
advice in all questions and directed me to con- 
tinue my disruptive activities in the Czecho- 
slovak Army. I agreed with this." 

Asked about the important positions held by 
his group in the Army, Reicin declared: "Slan- 
sky, in cooperation with me, and the bourgeois 
clique in the Army command to which belonged 
the Chief of Staff Gen. Bocek, Gen. Zdenek No- 
vak, and a number of others, ruled over the 
basic key positions in the Czechoslovak Army. 
This fifth column, linked with a number of other 
bourgeois nationalist, Zionist, and other hostile 
elements, hampered the building up of the 
Czechoslovak Army in all respects. This hap- 
pened up to February 1948." 

After February 1948, "Slansky installed fur- 
ther criminal cadres in important army posts in 
order to attain a further safeguarding of lead- 
ing posts in the army and to establish a 100 
percent rule over them. 

In conformity with directives issued by Slan- 
sky, Sling, and another member of the center of 
plotters, acting along the same lines, hostile 
bourgeois cadres which had not been entirely 
compromised up to February 1948, by obvious 
reactionarv activities were left in the Army even 
after the February purge. They were promoted 
and thus enabled to continue the hamoering 
and sabotaging of the building up of the Czech- 
oslovak Army from the posts in which we had 
placed them." 

Reicin admitted that "only a formal purge 
had taken place in the Army in 1948, and it was 
advantageous to Slansky and the bourgeois lead- 
ership that many enemies remained in their 
Army posts." 




As an associate of Slansky, Reicin settled 
cadre questions concerning the Czechoslovak 
officers corps in conformity with the require- 
ments of the gang. That is why Slansky had 
decided on pushing Reicin into the post of Dep- 
uty Minister of National Defense responsible for 
cadre matters. Thus decisions on cadre matters 
were concentrated in Reicin's hands. In addi- 
tion Reicin deliberately and systematically sab- 
otaged the implementation of the Kosice Gov- 
ernment program concerning the Army. Reicin 
also sabotaged the training of the Czechoslovak 
Army and weakened its defense capability. 

Speaking about the cooperation and the espi- 
onage contacts of the Slansky center with the 
Titoist, Reicin admitted that, for the sake of 
the implementation of the conspirators plans 
for the restoration of capitalism in Czechoslo- 
vakia, "the members of the center employed the 
same methods as the criminal, traitorous Tito 
gang in Yugoslavia. 

"Our disruptive and hostile activities in 
Czechoslovakia are on the lines of the traitor 
Tito and his gang in Yugoslavia. Slansky and 
I were in contact with Titoist agents in Czech- 
oslovakia, who were in the service of U.S >• espio- 
nage agencies, and in conformity with the 
directives received from these agencies built up 
a hostile network in Czechoslovakia. 

"I established direct contacts with Yugoslav 
agents at the end of 1945 on the occasion of the 
official visit to my office of the Yugoslav military 
attache in Prague, Col. Ivanovic. Col. Ivanovic 
told me on this occasion that the Yugoslav in- 
telligence service was well acquainted with my 
cooperation with the Gestapo during the Occu- 
pation period. He said that I would certainly 
understand what the betrayal of this fact would 
mean to me. 



"Then Ivanovic declared that I must coop- 
erate with the Yugoslav espionage service in 
Czechoslovakia. I entered into this cooperation 
m view of the fact that the Yugoslavs knew of 
my traitorous cooperation with the Gestapo. I 
was thus forced to cooperate with them. 

"In the course of negotiations with Col. Ivan- 
ovic I fully realized that he was sent to Czech- 
oslovakia not as an ally, but as an enemy. In 
a further conversation Col. Ivanovic said that 
Czechoslovakia was not the only country in 
which Americans were interested through the 
medium of their Yugoslav helpers. He declared 
that the same methods of work were also applied 
in Hungary, Bulgaria, Rumania, and Poland." 

'I confirm that the Titoists were not only 
given very important secret military informa- 
tion even after the publication of the Comin- 
form resolution by leading personages in the 
Ministry of National Defense, but were also given 
permission for military deliveries to Yugoslavia. 
At the beginning of 1946 I provided informa- 
tion to Col. Ivanovic on the secret files of K. H 
Frank in Stechovice, which was later seized by 
the Americans. I thus enabled the Americans to 
get hold of these files. When I learned in Janu- 
ary 1946 of the hidden files of K. H. Frank in 
Stechovice and read the appropriate report, 
which also contained detailed information on the 
place where the files were hidden, I informed Col. 
Ivanovic and, following his order, I stopped the 
recovery of these files. 

. "Thus the files fell into the hands of the Amer- 
icans. The day after the Americans had got 
hold of the files, Col. Ivanovic told me that 
everything that happened with the files was in 
order. This instance, as well as a number of 
events which took place at a later date, con- 
vinced me that the Yugoslav intelligence service 
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was closely cooperating with the U.S. counterpart 
in Czechoslovakia, too, and pursuing the same 

"Iii order to mask my criminal betrayal of the 
information concerning the files, I blocked the 
investigation on the removal of the files, we 
falsified the results of the investigation that was 
conducted. These reports were handed to Gov- 
ernment officials. By committing this crime 
against the interests of the Czechoslovak work- 
ing people I made it impossible to unmask and 
to eliminate all the traitors and agents of the 
fascist Gestapo, whose names were contained in 
a register hidden in Stechovice. I am thus re- 
sponsible for the fact that these lists fell into 
the hands of the U.S. imperialists. 

"In 1945 and 1946 I kept up contacts with the 
Yugoslav legation Counsellor Novosel, whp was 
later unmasked as a spy in the Rajk trial in 
Hungary. I realized in 1946 that Novosel was 
engaged in espionage activities directed against 
Czechoslovakia and that he was building up an 
intelligence network. 

"After the departure of Col. Ivanovic at the 
end of 1947, I continued to cooperate as regards 
espionage with his successor as military attache, 
Col. Ristic. I enabled Ristic to establish con- 
tacts with associates of mine. I sent Ristic to 
Slansky to discuss political questions of the 
Czechoslovak Army. Slansky conducted negotia- 
tions with Ristic. They discussed important 
questions concerning the Czechoslovak Army. 

"Slansky, who at that time already knew of 
the disclosure of the treason committed by Tito 
and his clique in Yugoslavia, warneoV me at a 
later date to be careful in my relations with 
Yugoslavs. In our hostile disruptive activities, 
Slansky and I cooperated with Titoist agents in 
Czechoslovakia, and applied the same methods 
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and pursued the same aims as Tito and his clique 
in Yugoslavia." (This ended the examination of 
Reicin.) 

After the completion of Reicin's hearing court 
was adjourned, and when the session was re- 
sumed witnesses were heard. 

The first witness was Gustav Freisleben, a Ges- 
tapo informer who is now serving a term of im- 
prisonment. He told the court how he learned 
from the Gestapo man Friedrich of Reicin's ac- 
tivities as a Gestapo informer. According to this 
witness Reicin betrayed to the Gestapo all the 
members of the underground Central Committee 
of the Communist Party, as well as the location 
of underground printing offices. He also con- 
firmed that he made a deposition on Reicin's 
activities in 1947, but that this information was 
suppressed by Svab, another member of the con- 
spiracy. 

Another witness, Vladimir Horsky, informed 
the court of the revenge taken by Reicin and 
other members of the gang against those who 
were in a position to uncover their espionage 
activities. In 1945 this witness made a state- 
ment on the espionage contacts with the Titoist 
spy Novosel. He was exposed to persecution by 
Svab and silenced by him. 

The next witness, Vilem Novy, former editor of 
RUDE PRAVO, was then heard, as a member of 
the gang of plotters. He revealed Sling's con- 
tacts with Anglo-U.S. agents and the method 
employed by Loebl for the passing of detailed 
espionage information to Field. 

Simon Orenstein, the next witness, was for- 
merly in charge of the Trade Department of the 
Israeli Legation in Prague. He disclosed the 
true face and the essence of Zionist organizations, 
which are dangerous agencies of the U.S. im- 
perialists. At secret negotiations conducted in 
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Washington, the state of Israel is entirely sub- 
ordinate to the war preparations of the US. 
monopolists. Israel is the center from which all 
Zionist organizations throughout the world are 

be The d wnn t e e st confirmed that the Zionist organi- 
zations in Czechoslovakia, which were supported 
by Slansky and his associates, contrary to the 
wishes of the Czechoslovak people, also d splay 
dangerous espionage and disruptive activities in 

C ^™n g Judge then announced that 
Gusta Fucikova had volunteered to act as a wit- 
ness She declared that her late husband was 
gfvlii the task of conducting the struggle agamst 
the Nazi invaders within Czechoslovakia. The 
underground [Central Committee of the Commu- 
nist Party entrusted him with the organization 
ofthe Communist press and the antifascist strug- 
gle in general. He was the editor of a number of 
underground Communist Party publications and 
was Sponsible for the issue of a great number 
of leaflets. In addition he organized sabotage 
activities throughout the country. 

She knew that Fucik kept up contacts with 
members of the RUDE PRAVO editorial staff, 
Sit that he had also come into contact with 
Reicin. She knew that Reicin. was acquainted 
witn all these men. It was Reicin's Party task 

Smake Sf5 the ^^^rft^CoSu^t 
the underground activities of the Communist 
Party This is the reason why he also came into 
contact with Fucik. Reicin used to visit Fucik 
in his apartment; they shared, food and Reicm 
received money. Reicin slept in an apartment 
in which Fucik was hiding. 

After reading the indictment the witness an- 
alyzed in her mind Reicin's activities during the 
Occupation period. "This analysis," she said, 
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bftrltiri £ Ve + 7 n git to suspect Reicin of having 

RUDEPRivn h « e f Q S estap0 n the members of toe 
kude PRAVO staff, as well as Julius Fucik him- 

Reicin visited Fucik at a hiding place in Pl?^ 
Some time later the Gestapo searched [ thS nS" 

afrest &Tf d w£ e ( l est ^° alwa y s turnedup to 
arrest Fucik. When Fucik's apartment in PramiP 

was searched, he escaped only through his i K£ 

r5«f ; / ^ Phered letter received from Fucik bv 
Gusta Fucikova at that time informed her of th£ 

KLtaff 116 memberS ° f the RUDEPRAVoVdi! 
-END OF THE SIXTH DAY OF THE TRIAL - 




NOVEMBER 26, 1952 — SEVENTH DAY OF 
THE TRIAL — MORNING SESSION 

The State court resumed the trial and heard 
experts on planning, foreign trade and finance. 

The report prepared by a commission of plan- 
ning experts was made by Joseph Pucik, Chair- 
man of the State Planning Office. This report 
shows the tremendous sabotage activities car- 
ried out by the plotters. They chiefly concen- 
trated on sabotage of the fundamental concept 
of the Five Year Plan, which aimed at making 
the Republic independent of the import of raw 
materials from the capitalist countries. 

"The plotters, particularly the British spy 
Frejka, contrary to the original concept, planned 
a decreased output of iron ores of nine percent in 
1948, as compared to 1943, although the planned 
increased production of iron would have re- 
quired an increased output of iron ores. Even 
some iron ore mines as, for instance, near Stern- 
berk, were liquidated. The mining of ores of 
nonferrous metals was not planned at all. Geo- 
logical prospecting was neither planned nor ex- 
tended. 

"The saboteurs planned the subordination of 
the Republic to the capitalist countries in the 
sphere of the chemical industry as well. For 
instance, the increased output of synthetic fuel 
from coal was planned in the Five Year Plan 
on the basis of only 29 percent, although the 
capacity of the chief branch of the Stalin works 
facilitated an increase in the output of syn- 
thetic fuel by 115 percent after five years. 

"The plotters also systematically sabotaged 
the country's cooperation with the People's De- 
mocracies and the USSR. Instead of extending 
the foundation of thin tinplate was stepped up. 
As a consequence of this procedure, it proved 
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impossible to secure the production of decisive 
installations for the heavy industry. 

"The building of Socialism was, in addition, 
hampered by a wrong allocation of investments 
and an unhealthy dissipation of investment 
means. The construction of factories producing 
synthetic rubber was planned unsatisfactorily. 
The construction of an aluminum factory was 
not planned, although such an investment 
would have freed Czechoslovakia from depend- 
ence on the capitalist countries. On the other 
hand, new tire, textile and footwear factories, 
as well as tanneries, were built unnecessarily. 
This was so although the production capacity of 
existing factories was not fully utilized, and 
could have gone on for a number of years. 
. "The criminal concept of the dissipation of 
investment means expressed itself most strik- 
ingly in the sphere of power production. For 
instance, the putting into operation of the power 
station in Slapy was delayed by two years. The 
delay m the completion of this power station 
by one single day meant the loss of two train 
loads of coal. Under the pretext of reconstruc- 
tion, factories suitable for production, as, for 
instance, the blast furnaces in Trinec and Klad- 
no, lay idle. 

' <A1 1 these acts of sabotage were facilitated by 
the separation of planning from the directing of 
economic life. The Government had no say in 
matters of detailed parts of the plan. The util- 
ization of Soviet experience in planning in 
Czechoslovakia was consistently hampered, be- 
cause the application of Soviet experience would 
have revealed all sabotage in the sphere of plan- 
ning. Finally, the activities of the anti-State 
plotters caused damage amounting to many 
billions in the planning sector alone " 
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The second expert report was presented to the 
court by Jan Soucek, Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Trade. "This report," prepared by a foreign 
trade experts commission, "showed in great de- 
tail how it was the intention of the accused to 
subordinate Czechoslovakia's economy to the 
capitalist countries, particularly to the imperi- 
alist United States of America. For this pur- 
pose they prepared and carried out a plan of 
the so-called dollar offensive. 

"In the course of this campaign, the plotters 
intensified the export of products of the textile, 
leather, rubber, and light metal industries, 
which themselves had to be supplied with raw 
materials imported from capitalist countries. It 
was the aim of this campaign "to support the 
world capitalist movement of the Zionists." 

"In the same way the saboteurs paid the U.S. 
imperialists for machinery and installations, al- 
though they knew the United States would re- 
fuse delivery since it was engaged in a policy 
of discrimination against the peoples' democra- 
cies. Up to the present day the imperialists are 
withholding the delivery of machinery and in- 
stallations paid for by Czechoslovakia. The 
amount in question is 956,000,950 kcs. 

"Another piece of sabotage was the conclusion 
of the agreement on the payment of compensa- 
tions to foreign capitalists for nationalized 
property. In all instances in question, hostile 
capitalists abroad were, contrary to law, paid 
compensation exceeding 63 million kcs. 

"The criminal plotters also promoted the ex- 
port of great quantities of rolled material to 
capitalist countries at unfavorable prices. The 
criminal character of such a procedure is also 
evident from the fact that the export of such 
important goods was only possible at the ex- 
pense of deliveries to friendly countries. 
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"The export of grain to capitalist countries at 
the end of 1950 was likewise a criminal act of 
the plotters, for at the time in question, the 
country was facing serious bread and flour sup- 
ply problems. ^ ^ , , _ 

"The sabotaging of deliveries to People's Dem- 
ocratic countries is best illustrated by the fact 
that installations for a cement factory and a 
power station, as well as other important ma- 
chinery were not delivered to Poland withm the 
time limit. Thus the Polish economy had to 
suffer. 

"On the other hand, the plotters were so gen- 
erous with exports to capitalist countries that 
in a number of cases goods were exported at a 
lower price than that of raw materials required 
for their production. Friendly countries had, on 
the other hand, to pay prices which were up 
to twice as high. . 

"Similar sabotage activities were carried out 
in the sphere of granting scientific and tech- 
nical assistance to friendly countries. The ex- 
perts' commission arrived at the conclusion that 
the damage amounting to many billions of 
kcs. was caused to the Czechoslovak economy 
from 1949 to 1951 as a result of insufficient price 
documentation in the sphere of imports from 
and exports to capitalist countries. 

"The plans of the saboteurs were foiled to a 
considerable extent by the conclusion of long- 
term trade agreements with the USSR and the 
People's Democracies for 1951 to 1955. These 
agreements reduced the dependence of Czecho- 
slovakia's economy on the capitalist countries so 
that the building up of Socialism in Czechoslo- 
vakia cannot be endangered." 

The report prepared by the commission of 
finance experts was presented to the Court by 
Josef Cekal, deputy of the head of the Control 



Department of the State Bank. "It shows that 
the Slansky gang carried out large-scale and 
deliberate sabotage activities in the sphere of 
finance, aiming at the support of capitalist ele- 
ments both in Czechoslovakia and abroad. 

"A great variety of the most cunning means 
were employed to this end. The Restitution 
Act, legal regulations concerning the payment 
of compensation for nationalized property, tax 
and currency regulations to the advantages of 
capitalists, and others were abused or bypassed. 

The National Administration of Property was 
under the rule of Zionist elements and arranged 
the unlawful restitution of tremendous amounts 
of property to both Czechoslovak and foreign 
capitalists. "With the assistance of the crim- 
inal Zionist, Dr. Fischl, who is one of the ac- 
cused, property worth at least 6 billion kcs. was 
restituted. Contrary to law, enormous amounts 
of property of capitalists, who had gained it by 
exploiting the Czechoslovak people, were taken 
out of the country during the emigration of per- 
sons of Jewish nationality. 

The hostile sabotage activities in the sphere 
of finance also manifested themselves in the 
assisting and covering of a variety of tax and 
currency frauds, speculators, and black mar- 
keteers. Thus, for instance, the Czechoslovak 
State suffered damage amounting to 70 million 
kcs. as a result of the export of property and 
of a tax fraud arranged by Pachl, the former 
owner of Rupa. 

Fischl also ordered that all legal proceedings, 
as well as measures to enforce the payment of 
taxes and fines, be stopped in the case of big 
capitalists, Anders, the former owners of ASO. 
Fischl cunningly masked all these transactions 
and tried to give the impression of being a strict 
and consistent guardian of State interests. 
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"For instance, he harshly treated poor Jewish 
emigrants in order to give his support, on the 
other hand, to unlawful deeds of capitalists leav- 
ing Czechoslovakia. All sabotage deeds caused 
material damage to the Republic amounting to 
8 billion kcs." 

Following the reports of the commissions of 
experts, Dr. Urvalek, Chief Prosecutor, made a 
statement. He started by saying that "our 
People's Democratic court has so far never dealt 
with a case of criminals like those who today 
are in the dock. Day by day the Czechoslovak 
people have witnessed a chain of treason with- 
out parallel in the country's history. The hearts 
of the working people are filled with deepest 
indignation and just anger. The accused tried 
to abuse the Communist Party and sold the 
country's interests to the Western imperialists. 

They undermined Czechoslovakia's friendly 
relations with the USSR endangering the coun- 
try's freedom. They deliberately caused damage 
to the country's economy amounting to many 
billions of kcs. The Czechoslovak Army was 
made incapable of dealing with aggression. Es- 
pionage agencies were set up in the Ministries, 
and an attempt was made to make the security 
apparatus an instrument of their plans. 

"All this was done with the sole aim of intro- 
ducing in our country a Tito-fascist regime with 
all its consequences, restoring capitalism, of 
handing our homeland once more to the imperi- 
alists as their colony and transforming her into 
a base for the war against the Soviet Union and 
the People's Democratic countries which is now 
being prepared. 

"This trial has enabled the Czechoslovak peo- 
ple not only to see the moral baseness of the 
accused in its full nakedness, but also to realize 
the full extent of the danger that threatened 
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the country as a result of the criminal activities 
of the accused. It has also become clear that 
many obstacles and difficulties which one 
thought were just accompanying the develop- 
ment toward Socialism, were, in fact, the out- 
come of the deliberate disrupting activities of 
the accused. 

"The accused are, above all, so dangerous be- 
cause the entire center of plotters, with its sabo- 
tage, espionage and treasonable activities, is 
closely linked with the intensified war prepara- 
tions of the U.S. imperialists, and it has aided 
the crusade of the imperialists against world 
peace. In the pay of the U.S. imperialists the 
plotters were ready to carry out any order that 
might be given to them. 

"The trial has shown what sort of methods 
are being employed by the imperialists for the 
recruitment of their agents and what sort of 
people are being enlisted. It is in this respect 
that the trial is of great international signifi- 
cance. 

"The plotters' center was born in Brno in 
the course of the Second World War, and in 
close connection with the aims of enslavement 
pursued by the Western imperialists during the 
war. The imperialists planned and prepared an 
entirely different development and result of the 
war than that which materialized in the end. 
They failed to destroy the Soviet Union with 
Hitler's help. In vain they delayed the opening 
of the second front in the hope that the Soviet 
Union would bleed itself to death. 

"Stalin's predictions on the final outcome of 
a Second World War proved right in every re- 
spect. The Soviet Union defeated both Ger- 
many and Japan and its economic, military, and 
political power, as well as its moral authority, 
grew considerably. 
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As a result of the Soviet victory, Govern- 
ments representing the bourgeoisie and the own- 
ers of big estates were liquidated in many parts 
?£ -i world, including Czechoslovakia. The 
imperialists, however, did not give up their crim- 
inal intentions for the restoration of their rule 
over the countries in which the people them- 
<££ h . ad taken Power into their hands 
The imperialists, above all, did not scrap their 

?£L crim , mal plan of destroying the Soviet 
Union, the very existence of which and whose 
!JJ cce ?S ul reconstruction filled them with hor- 
w£w 5? ?- S ^ im Penalists, these successors to 
Hitler made the greatest possible efforts to pre- 
vent their own extermination. They employed 
the most barbarous means of enslaving nations 
wnicn, up to now, were free and prepared a new 

"During the Second World War the Anglo- 
American imperialists financed a number of re- 
actionary emigre Governments and employed 
5n e , m Q a f! thei £ a gencies. It was their intention 
to use these Governments for the restoration of 
SfJ r ii£ 0w f P° siti ons after Germany's defeat, 
ine liberated countries were to be ruled bv the 
bourgeoisie and used as assembly grounds for 
an aggressive war against the Soviet Union 
o „?£ Czechoslovakia this task was allocated to 
?nrt q Sfc o d b y. B + enes an old agent of the West, 
anri nferf 880 ^' ? xpka ' Lausman, Sramek 
tSJ,w^ s ' T ^ ls ex P lams w ^y these persons in 
n?om?Srt W 5« e ^ ve S mo S? y that was at the «me 
FS ffWESS? b^yaT^uf of C Xis 

i^ifi^% e f r d ' benefits were paid t0 

"After the liberation the Benes agency occu- 
pied prominent positions in the Republic This 
agency acted under the direction of Western dip- 



lomats, above all U.S. Ambassador Steinhardt, as 
was proved in the trial of Horakova and asso- 
ciates. 

"In the course of 1947 and 1948 these open 
agencies of the imperialists were unmasked. 
t£H2 na PPened in Czechoslovakia in February 
1948 when an attempt at a counterrevolutionary 
putsch was liquidated and the representatives of 
the Western imperialists were driven from their 
positions. 

"Thus the first agency, consisting of the most 
reactionary bourgeois nationalist and fascist 
elements, was smashed. Experience has shown 
however, that the imperialists were playing an- 
other false card in their base juggling with the 
fate of the people of the countries liberated by 
the Soviet Army. 

"The Cominform resolutions of 1948 and 1949 
fully revealed the betrayal of the Tito clique in 
Yugoslavia. The case of Yugoslavia has shown 
m every respect how dangerous this juggling of 
the imperialists is. The Cominform resolution 
has shown that the bourgeoisie continued its 
long established practice of recruiting spies and 
provocateurs within the party of the working 

"By these methods the imperialists endeavored 
to disrupt the Party from inside. They at- 
tempted to use the same methods as they did 
in the case of Tito's Yugoslavia. The Titoist 
clique, which according to the imperialist plans, 
was to cover the left flank in case of an attack 
against the USSR, was in time unmasked, thanks 
to the historical experiences of the Soviet Com- 
munist Party. 

««f Howe R Ver ^ the , cunnin ^ imperialist plans were 
SSJ ^u e 5 *? Jugoslavia. In other countries, 
S°A J h i ch had been liberated by the victorious 
boviet forces, the imperialists instructed their 
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agents to recruit spies, informers and traitors 
inside the Communist Parties. 

"Thanks to the vigilance of the working pop- 
ulation and the Communist Parties, the treach- 
erous gangs of Rajk, Rostov, and others were in 
time unmasked. All these traitors were to turn 
their countries into imperialist military bases 
in case of war against the USSR. The trials of 
these Western agents proved that the imperi- 
alists began laying their plans against the Soviet 
Union at the very beginning of the Second World 
War. 

"In addition to their usual spies and agents, 
the imperialists created a "second reserve, 
planted inside the Communist and Workers 
Parties." These second reserves became partic- 
ularly active when the Western imperialists 
started their frontal attack against the camp of 
peace, with the help of diversionists and mur- 
derers, paid out of the 100 million dollars voted 
by the U.S. Congress at Truman's request. 

"It would have been surprising if the Western 
imperialists omitted our own country from their 
plans, for Czechoslovakia, by virtue of its 
wealth and economic potentialities, and owing 
to its strategic position, forms a serious obstacle 
to aggressive plans. However, we cannot com- 
plain about the insufficient interest of the im- 
perialists in our country. The imperialist pro- 
tectors of the pre-Munich bourgeois republic did 
not leave anything undone to gain power in our 
country. 

"Inded, the present trial shows that the im- 
perialists did not fail to create their strategic 
reserve in Czechoslovakia inside the Communist 
Party. The trial has proved that the Western 
imperialists started implementing these plans 
regarding Czechoslovakia right at the beginning 
of the Second World War. 



"Can it be mere coincidence that in addition 
to the agents recruited at a later date, six of the 
present defendants returned after the war to 
Czechoslovakia, with long term tasks given them 
by their imperialist masters? These six are 
Clementis, Loebl, Sling, Frejka, Hajdu and An- 
dre Simone. 

"Is it mere coincidence that in 1939 agents of 
the British bourgeoisie, who hate Communism 
so strongly, hurried to the assistance of two 
Communist Deputies, Slansky and Clementis, at 
the behest of agent Ripka? Is it coincidence 
that Clementis was aided in 1939 by English 
lords when he found himself in a French intern- 
ment camp? 

"No, all this is not coincidence, just as it is 
not coincidence that the so-called charitable 
institution trust fund was recruiting spies in 
Poland at the beginning of the war through its 
agent Hermann Field. A similar organization 
was set up in Switzerland by Noel Field, the 
closest collaborator of the man who was in charge 
of American espionage in Central and Eastern 
Europe. 

"Sling's and Frejka's evidence about the true 
character of the trust fund fully confirmed these 
facts. In fact, even before the Second World 
War, the imperialists planted their agents in- 
side the Czechoslovak Communist Party. These 
imperialist agents maintained close connections 
with Benes in London. After the liberation all 
these spies, indicted in the recent trial, and 
other Trotskyite and Zionist agents and traitors 
overran Czechoslovakia. Sling has confirmed 
that they all returned with well denned treason- 
able plans. 

"At the head of all these hostile elements the 
imperialists placed Rudolf Slansky, who has 
been unmasked in this trial as an inveterate 
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agent of the bourgeoisie and as a vile enemy 
of the people. By order of the American im- 
perialists, Slansky gathered around him this 
whole gang and became its chieftain. i . R udolf 
Slansky is the creator and head of this Con- 
spiratorial Center." J „«.„,* K~ 

The Prosecutor then proceeded to describe 
Slansky's background. He was the son af a 
wealthy businessman and he wormed his way 
into the Communist Party, despite his bourgeois 
origin. He never severed his links with tne 
bourgeoisie. When confronted with bourgeois 
courts of law before the war, he acted in a cow- 
ardly and opportunist manner, disclaiming nis 
membership in the Communist Party. 

"Slansky's guilt for Sverma's death reveals him 
as a monster and as a hardened enemy who does 
not know any mercy." Sverma's death enabled 
Slansky later on to describe himself as the mam 
advocate of the partisan fight, and to obtain the 
position of Secretary General of the Party. 
"Slansky is a man who is prepared to walk over 
corpses to achieve his ends. 

"For years Slansky denied that he concluded 
a pact with the traitor Lausman, who deserted 
to the imperialists in order to be Slansky s quar- 
termaster. He built up a false legend about his 
work as a partisan, thus following Tito s exam- 
ple. Cunningly deceiving the Party and its lead- 
ing personages, Slansky built up his conspira- 
torial group, on the orders of the imperialists. 
The leaders of this anti-State plot are now in 

the dock. ' „ , „„,„ 

"Who are these men? Josef Frank was a war 
criminal who should have been tried by a war 
tribunal for torturing Soviet and French pris- 
oners in German concentration camps, an adven- 
turer, thief and embezzler who for years under 
Slansky's protection, disguised his criminal past. 



without a country — was entrusted by SlansKy 
with the international secretariat of the Party s 

C6 ^udvSg FSjkf was an agent of the American 
sov Hermann Field, an inveterate > cosmopolitan 
who with Slansky's help ^came chairman of the 

"trorpi Rvab another war criminal wnu w* 
ture^ orisoSrs in German concentration camps, 

and French espionage services a Stava^ e DO ™ d 

^S^e'^^nteffiSer ofFor- 
eign Aflata * With "slaSky's f*"^ 
fe, Se?ri S U n ufy a #creign f ^ EggK 

M «e n SSry 0f o?1?reign Trade Slanslg 
planted as Deputy Minister th ^Zionist ; Loebl 
field's prewar agent and later ot an agent « 




tector ol Nazi wL^rimtnl wi a 5° rator and P">- 
oreanizer nf ?(S,w™,'- nals '^ hat adventurer and 
lealtof ae?nt S th» d J srup ,V ve campaigns, the 
OttoFLn! the IsraeI1 es Pionage service! 

Voska and of the nSff,,?.* of ,S he American spy 

tor was made ^Slanifva^d^r 11 - Thls , tr ™ 
secreary of the nartS in n™„ Svermo Y a regional 

™P°rtant regW/the KepubuT "' the most 
past fitted him well for ?£? i py V "5 s "iminal 

own department p re h £ tlI |. r e a nS lent ^ ln T thelr 
Planted so-caUed exJerftw^Aemle^ ffgl 
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working class and the USSR. Thev nlantflri 
capitalist agents as director gTneraS in various 
branches of production. Among them were Fa- 
binger Jicinsky, Rada, Holy, Smrkovsky Vlk and 
an endless stream, of others. Simila?' appoint- 
ments were made in foreign trade by Loebl and 
Margolius. Capitalist, antipopular, Zionist Ele- 
ments were planted in the State tradf monop- 

i„"?i? ac i ly the sa / ne were the activities of Reicin 
"? the Army and Svab in the security sphere" 
The same treacherous work was done in The f re- 
gions by the regional secretaries, in particular by 
f^i 111 ^ 1 " 110 - I his ^and scheme to get hold of 
the Party was however, unmasked in time but 
Sf, e3 &5* of the - P lot shows how dangerous it 

W n T .f^f Thls -. c - onsp 1 1 . r , acy S rew and affected all im- 
portant positions like a cancer. 

red W?? th wJ^ 01 ? i if ?.°, f . Slansk y runs -like 
red tnread — his Trotskyist line His best friends 

from childhood were Trotskyists. His closest col- 
laborators after the liberation were Trotekyfsts 
H^ admitted bringing Trotskyists back ^to the 

p-pn? c U L? a f n ? ky ^ as no , t a greenhorn as a bour- 
geois agent in the working class movement He 

USSR HeVn^ T S kyist P lot wJSin the 
USSR. He does not draw on the experiences of 
the Soviet people and their Party, but on the ex- 
perience of the Trotskyists. From this experi- 
ence he learns the lesson that he must camou- 
flage himself better than the Soviet TrotslSs 

^/with Sfpf. nd his gan s d0 n^SiiriSS'ffi 

faS a^VSiS. P latfo ™-Oe it ever so 

ri3 r °^of he T K experiei ?S e of Soviet history it was 
clear that they could never come before the 
masses with any mendacious platSrm For thte 
reason they seemingly accept the correct deci- 



sions of Party and Government. Seemingly they 
bow to them, but they carry them out in their 
own wrecking fashion. In their heart of hearts 
they remained all the time sworn enemies of the 
people and of the Communist Party, allies of the 
most aggressive imperialist powers. 

"As Trotsky sold the country to Nazi Germany 
and the Mikado's Japan, in the same way the 
Trotskyist Slansky and his accomplices tried to 
sell their country to the successors of Hitler, the 
U.S. imperialists." He recruited his accomplices 
from among the Trotskyist scum. 

"Clementis, a Western spy and lackey of Benes, 
was at the same time the representative of bour- 
geois nationalism. Clementis, this henchman 
and favorite of Benes was an advocate of the 
false theory of Czechoslovakism, that he denied 
altogether the existence of a Slovak Nation, that 
he proclaimed Slovak as a mere dialect. How 
can it be explained, then, that Clementis formed 
such a. close alliance with this Benes? 

"The explanation is simple. Benes and Cle- 
mentis both fought, not for the rights of the 
people, but for the exploitive interest of the 
bourgeoisie. They both believed that the U.S. 
Army would occupy Czechoslovakia, and in that 
case they hoped Czechoslovakia would become a 
U.S. protectorate." Czechoslovakia would have 
become an object of exploitation by the U.S. 
monopolists. This development was prevented 
by the liberation of the country by the USSR. 

The Communist Party fought even during the 
First Republic against Benes' nationalistic and 
chauvinistic policy toward the Slovaks. The 
Kosice program fully safeguarded the rights of 
the Slovak people, as did the Czechoslovak Con- 
stitution. Clementis and the other bourgeois na- 
tionalists wanted to serve their U.S. masters and 



in their interest strengthen the position of the 
Slovak bourgeoisie. 

"Slovak separation in Clementis' version means 
the handing over of Slovakia to the U.S. imperi- 
alists. They are all on the same antipeople's 
platform, together with the Slovak reactionaries 
represented by the traitors Lettrich, Ursiny, Dur- 
cansky, and even Sidor, and together they aimed 
at the overthrow of the People's Democratic re- 
gime, the splitting of our Republic, the restora- 
tion of capitalism, the return of want and hunger 
to the Slovak people. They wanted to hand to 
the Americans the vital rights of the Slovak 
people. 

"The Slovakia of want and emigration has gone 
forever. The country is developing and indus- 
trializing at an unprecedented pace and the liv- 
ing standard of its people is approaching that of 
the people of Bohemia. To create the conditions 
for this upsurge is the expression of real and 
genuine love for the Slovak people. These con- 
ditions are a firm link with the Czech working 
class and a common unbreakable link with the 
USSR. 

"Clementis and his bourgeois nationalist allies 
worked against these very conditions. They, to- 
gether with the other members of the Conspira- 
torial Center, aimed at severing the Slovak from 
the Czech working people, restoring capitalism, 
handing the country over to the U.S. imperialists, 
and transforming it into a U.S. war base. These 
were the common aims of Clementis and Slansky 
and the basis of their cooperation. Finally, how 
could this self-styled Slovak patriot be a spy at 
the same time? His being a spy shows up his 
patriotism for what it was worth. 

"It will be necessary for me to go into details 
of this so-called Zionist movement. One of the 
reasons for this is that all of the defendants 
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have been trained by Zionist organizations 
Another reason is that the trial shows to all 
Communist and Workers Parties the danger of 
Zionism as an agency of U.S. imperialism. The 
Zionist organizations have always had close links 
with world capitalism and have therefore been 
dangerous enemies of the liberation struggle of 
the working class. 

"The dangerous character of the international 
Zionist organizations increased after the setting 
up of a U.S. satellite, the so-called State of Israel 
Even after the setting up of the State of Israel 
tne main seat of Zionist organizations remained 
in the United States, where the Zionists are 
strongly represented among the U.S. monopolists 

w i 1 ?u ar ? T 1 ^ 1I ) g down tne wnole aggressive policy 
of the United States. The Ben Gurion Govern- 
ment, which has sold out to its U.S. providers is 
transforming Israel into a military base for U S 
aggression. * ' 

"The Zionist agents in Slansky's Conspiratorial 
Center served mainly the U.S. aims of world dom- 
ination and aggression and not the working peo- 
ple of Israel by their criminal activities. Cosmo- 
politanism and Jewish bourgeois nationalism are 
in fact only two sides of the same coin, and a bad 
com at that. 

"The building of Socialism is contrary to their 
class interests. The Zionist movement is not 
some kind of an idea, some sort of an ideology — 
even though a wrong one. It is — and this trial 
has shown it clearly — identical with the Zionist 
organizations in the United States plus the ruling 
clique of the State of Israel plus the Zionist 
capitalists throughout the world, bound by close 

,j£L to tne capitalist imperialists. 

The evidence of the U.S. soy, the Zionist Oren- 
stein, has shown that this link is directly based 
on a secret agreement between Truman, Acheson, 
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and Ben Gurion, that the consequence of this 
agreement is the Morgenthau-Acheson plan, 
which laid down the conditions for U.S. support 
for the setting up of the State of Israel. 

"The representatives of Israel gave the assur- 
ance that Israel would fully support the plans of 
the U.S. imperialists for attaining world domina- 
tion as well as support Zionist organizations not 
only in the United States, but throughout the 
world. In our country the implementation of 
this agreement lay in the hands of the Israeli 
Minister, Ehud Avriel Ueberall." 

"The trial has shown the smooth cooperation 
between the representatives of Israel, the Zionist 
organizations, and the Slansky gang in stealing 
the people's property and handing it over to 
Israel by various means — the so-called Ueberall 
dollar offensive, for instance, and so forth. 

The Prosecutor then dealt with Fischl who, 
he said, had collaborated with the Nazis during 
the war and after the war had saved Nazis and 
murderers, even people guilty of the massacre 
° f J Lld l ce and Lexaky — for instance, the Nazi 
judge Zechner. He was a Zionist. He had pro- 
tected the murderers of Jews and was an ally 
of the neo-Nazis. "This is their real face. In 
the same way, Ben Gurion's Government in 
Israel, which sold out to the U.S. imperialists is 
becoming an ally of West Germany. 

'¥^? y P f J*l e def endants unscrupulously mis- 
used the fact that the Czech and Slovak peoples 
despised anti-Semitism, all the more since Hitler 
massacred the Jews in his concentration camps 
This very fact was misused by various Jewish 
racketeers industrialists, and bourgeois elements 
to worm themselves into the Party, preventing ■ 
any criticisms and hiding their real face behind 
the sufferings of the Jewish people at the hands 
of the Nazis. 
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"Our people know that our Party will never 
give up its proletarian internationalism, that in 
this trial the defendants are anti-State crim- 
inals, international Zionist racketeers in a grand 
style, agents of Western imperialism." It is only 
logical that Slansky planted Zionists in the most 
important positions of the economy and Party, 
that he supported the Zionist organizations and 
their criminal activities in connection with emi- 

rtion, which caused such tremendous damage 
the Republic. 

"This trial has shown up the dangerous char- 
acter of Zionism in, its full depth. The interna- 
tional significance of this trial is based, among 
other things, on the fact that it warns not only 
our own Communist Party, but also the other 
Communist and Workers Parties, against this 
dangerous agency of the U.S. imperialists. 

"Slansky, himself a Zionist, Trotskyist, lackey 
of the bourgeoisie in the First Republic and of 
the imperialists in his further devlopment, 
gathers around himself a group of people of his 
own ilk, people who he knows have nothing to do 
with the interests of the working people, enemies 
of the people like himself who he knew would 
willingly fulfill his orders and implement his 
counterrevolutionary plans." 

"These people he found among those who re- 
turned after the war from the West, where they 
had become spies; among the Zionists, Trotsky- 
ists, bourgeois nationalists, collaborators, and 
other enemies of Czechoslovakia. On whom else 
could he have relied for his antipeoples plan? 
He packed the State and Party organizations 
with such elements, and did so with the utmost 

"Slansky knew very well that in the struggle 
for* Socialism in our country — this greatest 
struggle in history— and for the victory of the 
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new social order, the decisive role would be 

Slayed by the revolutionary Party of the^wprk- 
lg class, the Communist Party, which follows 
the teaching of Marx, Engels, and Stalin. Hence 
he and his fellow conspirators concentrated their 
endeavors on gaining control of the Party and 
on transforming this instrument of the working 
class for building Socialism into an instrument 
for restoring capitalism. 

"For this purpose they sabotaged all those 
basic principles which made the Party an effec- 
tive weapon of the working class. They re- 
placed the methods of systematic and patient 
persuasion and mass political activities by dic- 
tating. They suppressed the principles of dem- 
ocratic centralism and democracy within the 
Party, the principles of criticism and self- 
criticism." They planned to hand over the Re- 
public at the right moment to the U43. im- 
perialists following Tito's example. 

"For this purpose it was necessary to pack the 
Party with bourgeois elements, thereby destroy- 
ing its proletarian class character. The recruit- 
ing campaigns for the Party organized by Slan- 
sky were best characterized by his instructions 
to the Communist officials of the national com* 
mittees of August 15, 1947, which spoke of re- 
cruitment of people of standing, the lower mid- 
dle class, and the bourgeoisie. Workers and 
small peasants were not even mentioned. 

"They covered up their sabotage within the 
Party for a long time by pretending that those 
were all minor affairs and that it was_npt 
necessary to bother the Party leadership with 
them. The Party Control Commission, which 
was to investigate them, was in the hands of 
Jarmila Taussigova, another member of Slan- 
sky^ Conspiratorial Center. The evidence has 
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shown how he succeeded in sabotaging the in- 
vestigation against Song in Brno. 

"The case of this bourgeois, Sling, has shown 
best how this sabotage of the work of the Party 
was carried out. What Slansky did on a na- 
tional scale, Sling and the other regional secre- 
taries appointed by Slansky did in their regions. 
Thanks to Slansky and Svermova, some secre- 
taries in the most important industrial regions 
were: Vitezslav Fuchs, Mikulas Landa-Landau, 
Lomsky alias Gabriel Liebsen, Ervin Folak, and 
Koloman Mosko alias Moskovlc — all Zionist ad- 
venturers and hostile elements, alien to the 
Party. 

"People like Sling were to be in control of the 
Party in the regions and guarantee the execu- 
tion, of the" plotters schemes. But the wreckers, 
despite their efforts to alter the Party's revolu- 
tionary character, to gain control over it, and 
to render it incapable of fulfilling its historic 
mission, failed to realize their plans. 

"If we remember that shortly' after the Feb- 
ruary events, the plotters' network began to 
crack, we notice that no positions they occupied 
were of any avail, that they were exposed and 
rendered harmless after a short period, even 
their leader, Rudolf Slansky. The Party and all 
its honest members have stood firmly behind 
their beloved leader, Klement Gottwald, and be- 
hind Gottwalds' Party leadership. The Party 
directives were clear; they mobilized the people 
and pointed out the correct road. They were 
the most serious obstacle to the wreckers' suc- 
cess. Honest Party members protected its 
purity. Only for a short time were the plotters 
able to silence the warnings from below. They 
did not succeed in silencing criticism. The 
Party, led by Gottwald, "was locked in contin- 
uous struggle with them from the very begin- 
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nine " The various criminal elements were **■ 
posld one af teranother. Today they are stand- 

^£e al Party has been victorious-r it could; not 
havebeen^erwiscT The Party and its Bolshe- 
vik !eadt?sh^^ continuing to lead our people 
along the victorious path toward {JgWgg^ 

"The criminals did not ignore jhe. fact that 
the Party^iched by Soviet experience, was 
straining all its efforts *PW«d ^ adyance of 
the country's economy, and to^ a Wggr 
standard of living. Therefore, in their criminal 
atempt to discrecUt their endeavor in the eyes 
Sf^Se people? to thwart Jthe advance of fee 
counWto make it dependent on We^rato- 
perialists, and finally to hand it over to *$«#£• 
aspirants for worldhegemony and their agpes- 
sWpians, they carried out extensive j»botege 
aclvitiesin the fieWx>f planning, -tPdwMflJLfl^ 
agricultural production, supply and foreign 
trade — in short, in all spheres. . 

^S the%oUrse' of the' trial It was proved ^that 
the^dotters caused the Czechoslovak^economy 
losses of many billions. They thus carried on in 
a^f?erentto?m where the U.S. toperiaHste left 
off with their air raids at the end of the war. 
to TdHI 17 and 18, 1945, the U.S. imperialists 
destroyed 70 percent of the Skoda works; to 1949 
thfSed ifiargolius ^signed ^JS^Wngto 
nay the so-called Skoda loan negotiated by^the 
Czkhoslovak capitalists under the First Repub- 

UC «After thi liberation of Czechoslovakia by the 
Soviet Army the imperialist agency of Slansky 
Sri FrejKstablishef Win the G^chodovak 
economy. Its elements provided for the imperi- 
ansW the* bourgeois^ionist attitude^aguar- 
antee to the effect that they would carry irat 
tos^Sms issued bF the ™3- monopolists. 
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A ramified and cleverly concealed network of 
plotters; directed by Slansky and Prejka, has 
been set up in Czechoslovak economy. 

,"Thefr criminal aim has been described by one 
or -.the- most influential U.S. warmongers, George 
Kennan head off oreign policy planning in the 

* Vr^ tate Apartment, who said: "The basic aim 
of TJ.S. foreign policy is to draw to its side the 
Peoples Democratic countries by both political 
and economic pressure.' 

"The^ aims of the so-called UNRRA mission, 
controlled by Loebl, the "bridge" plan, as con- 
ceived by Ripka, the work of Slansky and 
Frejka, the endeavor to Marshallize Czechoslo- 
vakia, and, after this failed, the policy of dis- 
crimination and blockade— all are based on 
tnat idea. The same aim was pursued by vari- 

SEL^&F sc & eme , s swh as the Ueberall scheme, 
'the dollar offensive,' and others, 

"The plotters entered the struggle against the 
people, armed with fraudulent arguments such 
as the argument that Czechoslovakia abounds 
witii poor ores, that its industry is advanced 
and of a peculiar structure, and so on. Behind 
all those fraudulent arguments was the en- 
deavor to subordinate the country to the capi- 
talist world,, and to intensify its dependence on 
capitalist countries. 

"Witii^that in view, the plotters purposely 
neglected the utilization of the country's nat- 
ural resources, and ignored the unlimited in- 
dustrial potential and aid of the Soviets and the 
Peoples Democracies. TJiey were not impelled 
By consideration for the needs and interests of 

SkJ3? ch ? lfl 93? k J )e 9P le, !'- |rat b y to* endeavor to 
subordinate Czechoslovak economy to the pred* 
atory interests of the UJS. imperialists, by the 
endeavor to harm and weaken this country. 
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"It has been revealed that the roots of the 
criminals are anchored in the breeding grounds 
of foreign intelligence services. Prejka, Loebl, 
and others, by giving aWay secret . data of 'the 
Czechoslovak economy, gave assistance to the 
U.S. imperialists to effect economic and political 
pressure and to intensify econpmic^discrimina* 
tion. The plotters, aware of the decisive sig* 
nificance of economic planning in a .country ad- 
vancing toward Socialism, attempted in the first 
place to sabotage that particular field. . , 

"The plotters sabotaged the Implementation of 
Gottwald's economic policy, thus slowing down 
Czechoslovakia's advance toward Socialism. Mil- 
lions of workers were fighting for the plan; yet 
behind the backs of the Party and Government, 
another treacherous scheme was being put into 
operation, seeking to make the building of So- 
cialism impossible. The plotters endeavoredto 
subordinate Czechoslovak economy to* capitalist 
countries, and to thwart cooperation •wjtti the 
USSR and the People's Democracies. T^i^ti^ 
in view, planning methods were ^odu^a*™: 
ing at rendering impossible effective controrand 
at eliminating both Party and Government from 
decisions on the most important questtoim^- 

"Despite the country's wealth in botti ferrous 
and nonferrous ores, the plotters failed tojeaakj 

E revisions in the plan for adequate developBtent 
1 these fields. They not only confined tatem- 
selves to local plans of ore extraction, but even 
went so far as to liquidate mines nearSterberk. 
No mention was made, either in the Two^orjbe 
Five Year Plan, of exploitation of nonferrous 

"For' the development of Czechoslovak metal 
production the plotters adopted the conception 
of Taub, a UJ3. spy and adviser to Chiang Kai- 
shek, under which the basis of engineering was 
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tobe motor vehicle production. Through this 

S533fe% ^J^PW h L raw material 
avauaoie at home. Czechoslovakia was to have 
become an appendix of the capita&t countries 
rJ*£LH'***J lb l ^mical industry ^there was 
2SSonl In i prod J? c S lg materials which would have 
?2i a ?£LS n Ii orte i J aw materials, in particular 
tS^nftfe 11 **™! and other synthetic nX 
ln^^SS? ^ m ^ e Provision for an increase 
to Production of sectors which required imports 

i^SSJEL*** 9 ^th dependence on the capitalist 
countries it would have been necessary fo pro- 

S2?«2SP nitl te? pl * 11 ^ TJSSR andthl pSopte's 
Democracies. This would have required a chanee 
SLSffi? 1 * Particularly increased ^roductivl 
KF-^w 8 °* P/ ants ' cbiefly to steel production 

wo^fi aPP 101 "* threatened the advance to- 
HJ? JE. ta H?T r 2 l standard of living, as it would 
iKiSSSP"*? mo * re ^P 01 * 8 f rom the capital 
JS^^Jjf s and a* the same time increase? ex- 
J^ i!!J? S 086 f oods - J* 8 a result of that] poUcy 
ftjbu^m xMremlaee of raw materials Sported 
£^J he capitolist countries were agata exported 
to ^f C fi °^ tries at tognly unf avorabte J^ee™ 
-oiH 08 * serous was the effect of the plotters' 
SK^KSffife to ,ii phere ot capltal^ves?. 
2SS;* SSS 1 ^* SSP* 8 w ere not allocated to 
HS?S* < i? paWe A r ?ytog on raw materials avail- 
able at home, but to fields in which CzechoSo- 
gJHif Possessed no raw materfalsTand [ hf which 
*wi OT^ 10 * of investments would have been 
^ to j532 iaed toiports, chiefly from the capi- 
SSJtJS? 11 ^^' as *. weU M to markets in those 
countries. Thus, the appropriation for the tex- 
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tile, leather, and rubber industries under the Two 
Year Kan amounted to 39 times as much as was 

Erovided for the utilization of ore deposits at 
ome; 

'_ "The advance toward Socialism was slowed 
down by incorrect allocation of capital invest- 
ment and by its dispersal. Home production of 
iron ores was allocated a mere 0.08 percent of the 
investment total planned for the whole of indus- 
try. No provision was made for a synthetic rub- 
ber plant or an aluminum plant, and insufficient 
provision for the development of the Stalin 
works. 

"The plotters treacherously planned exeessive 
investments in sectors in which «y»H««wg produc- 
tive capacity remained unutilized, with a result 
that huge plants were built prematurely for 
which engineering and steel requirements were 
not available. Investment capital, instead of 
being concentrated, was dispersed. This mani- 
fested itself chiefly in power production and 
caused shortages of power. 

"Appropriation of investment was effected 
witiiout previous project planning and frequent- 
ly without a clearcut production program to the 
giant which was to be built. Thus, 48 million 
ra. were frittered away in Martinkov; in Za- 
bla $i ?£ ar Trencin, 37 million kcs. were lost. 

At the same time, under the pretext of recon- 
struction, plants still capable of production were 
destroyed. In Trinec the damage caused by the 

Blotters reconstruction scheme amounted to nine 
illion kcs., in addition to which the produc- 
tive capacity of the plant was reduced during this 
period, m Kladno the dismantling of four blast 
furnaces caused the loss of 1% billion kcs. 

SSS enormous damage caused by the plotters' 
activities was of a material, moral, and political 
nature. They also slowed down the development 

275 




mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 



of Socialism in those People's Democratic coun- 
tries witli which Chechoslovakia had entered in- 
to contracts for the delivery of plant and machin- 
ery and which were not carried out. The execu- 
tion of the plotters' sabotage scheme also affected 
the defensive ability of Czechoslovakia. It had 
as its aim the weakening of the country and the 
destruction of its effective defensive ability in 
the event of an attack by the imperialist aggres- 
sors. . 

"The plotters sought to weaken the strength of 
the entire camp of peace, thereby putting them- 
selves fully at the disposal of those who were 
planning a new world war. 

"Despite all intrigues, the malignant ,grpwth 
planted by the saboteurs in the healthy body of 
the Five Year Plan was destroyed during the 
execution of the plan by our working people. 
The treacherous plans to paralyze our develop- 
ment have suffered an inglorious failure, thanks 
to the Party and to the workers' constructive en- 
thusiasm. After the February 1951 session of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party, in- 
dustrial production was raised, not by 57 per- 
cent, but by 98 percent. Production of iron ore 
will be 2.7 times higher than originally planned: 
investment development of heavy industry will 
exceed the original plan figure by almost 75 per- 
cent* 

"This trial has exposed the roots of a series of 
deficiencies. It has been proved that the plotters 
caused difficulties in power supply, and an un- 
satisfactory state of affairs in meat supplies, 
which necessitated a rise in meat prices on the 
free market. - By these methods the plotters en- 
deavored to cause dissatisfaction and to carry 
out the task entrusted to them by their imperial- 
ist masters. 
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^•They were also responsible for vast losses in 
the;fielfl of foreign trade, where, for an extensive 
period, they carried out their subversive activi- 
ties. It waspatticula*ly in this sphere that they 
took a series of harmful steps, such as the 'dol- 
lar aid scheme.' 

"They conspired with Zionists from capitalist 
countries and agreed upon subtle schemes to 
defraud this country. Thus, unfavorable and 
harmful; agreements were concluded, with a one- 
sided advantage for the capitalist countries. 

"Czechoslovakia never has refused to engage 
in trade relations with capitalist countries, nor 
does it refuse even now. There is however, one 
condition: That the principle of equality among 
contractual partners is safeguarded. Under this 
condition, differences in economic systems can 
form no obstacle In the development of inter- 
national cooperation. m the field of foreign 
trade, the plotters, however, violated this prin- 
ciple intentionally and entered into agreements 
in which Czechoslovakia was hot an equal part* 
ner and from which it did not derive any advan- 
tage. Qne of those agreements was the so-called 
"dollar offensive," which at the same time ex- 
posed the hostile conception seeking to subor- 
dinate the Czechoslovak economy to the US. 
monopolists. Under that scheme, goods were ex- 
ported from Czechoslovakia at prices so low as 
even to astound US. customs officials. 

"A further harmful act was the agreement and 
payment of compensation for nationalized prop- 
erty in Czechoslovakia to foreign capitalists. 
One of the most characteristic instances of that 
kind was the agreement with Unilever in 1948, 
when the plotters fradulently enforced an agree- 
ment under which Czechoslovakia was to pay 
compensation for the former property of a capi- 
talist German company, that of George Schicht, 
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a bastion of Nazism in the pre-Munich period. 
According to law the Schicht works should have 
been subject to. confiscation; despite this, an 
agreement was entered »^under which an un- 
lawful payment of over 63.5 million kcs. was 
made. 

"Another violation of the principle of equaUtw 
and mutual advantage was the agreement with 
Britain in 1949 involving a long term obligation 
to compensate British owners of nationalized 
property in Czechoslovakia and rfcognteing all 
old debts, including wartime credits. A whole 
series of agreements were thus concluded, wnicn 
constituted a fraud^on the Party a^.^jern- 
ment, since the plotters concealed the disadvan- 
tage. 

"The plotters welded the Czechoslovak econ- 
omy to mat of capitalist countries by negotiat- 
ing loans from private capitalist firms such as 
Hambro in London. They used* all opportunities 
to rob the working people. Thus, according to 
an agreement with Zionist-Israeli circles, 17 
percent of the total Czechoslovak exports to 
Israel were in effect exported without compen- 
sation. 

"In the course of the trial a number of treach- 
erous acts were exposed, such as the intentional 
support of Tito's economy by signing a contract 
for a huge amount of investment goods and of 
other important materials aimed at supporting 
Tito's regime, even after the Cominform resolu- 
tion. Negotiations of Czechoslovak imports and 
exports were entrusted to treacherous^ emigres, 
Zionists, international sharks, and to other 
leeches who drew colossal profits from the Czech- 
oslovak economy. To maintain those capitalist 
elements was a definite part of the treacherous 
schemes of the plotters center. 
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"It has further been proved that in agricul- 
tural production too the plotters endeavored to 
gut obstacles on the path to Socialism and to 
iwart (Socialist reconstruction in the country-, 
side by supporting kulaks and landowners and 
carrying out sabotage on Czechoslovak State 
farms and on schemes aimed at increasing agri- 
cultural productivity. 

<To conceal their activities they invented a 
series of theories such as that of the unavoid- 
able loss by Czechoslovak State farms— put for- 
ward by Smrkovsky — or that of the permanent 
indebtedness of Czechoslovakia to capitalist 
countries. The exposure of huge losses in for- 
eign trade and the robbing of the People's De- 
mocracies was made possible by the introduction 



of the fraudulent 'account' by Loebl. The plot- 
ters collaborated with people like Taub and 
Ueberall. They relied on Zionist circles in the 



capitalist world and tried to interfere with the 
fraternal relations between the USSR and the 
People's Democracies, thereby plotting against 
the country's independence and sovereignty. 

"They intentionally neglected the priority 
needs for the development of heavy industry 
and engineering. They were responsible for the 
artificial creation of unequal progress in the 
national economy, thereby aiming at bringing 
about in Czechoslovakia that state of affairs 
which Tito had created in Yugoslavia. 

"In the course of the trial, Tito's and Slansky's 
common aims have been exposed. The trial has 
shown that all the wreckers' robbery of tins 
country was aimed at putting into effect the plan 
in which UNRRA failed, bringing about the state 
of affairs which the Marshall Plan has effected 
in the satellite countries— creating an impov- 
erished country, the conditions for restoring 
capitalism, and handing her over without de- 
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tense of the yoke of the U.S. monopolists. Al- 
though the damage and losses caused by the 
conspirators were heavy; they nevertheless have 
not achieved their aims. Gottwald's Five Year 
Plan is progressing, and the Socialist indus- 
trialization of the country is irrevocably con- 
tinuing. 

"This trial has shown, above all, the plans 
laid down by the Western imperialists for the 
unleashing of a new war against the Soviet 
Union and the countries of the peace camp. 
The Czechoslovak Government; however, has 
paid much attention to the development of the 
Czechoslovak Army after the example of the 
invincible Soviet Army. '■ The Czechoslovak 
Army, the real People's Army, is the love and 
pride of the Czechoslovak people. For this rea- 
son the Czechoslovak people have received with 
just anger the disclosure of the criminal efforts 
of the conspirators to make the Czechoslovak 
Army powerless in the defense of Czechoslovakia's 
independence. 

"Full responsibility for this falls on Slansky 
and his monster, Reicin. Rudolf Slansky in his 
position as Secretary General of the Communist 
Party and Chairman of the Communist Party 
Defense Commission, as well as Chairman of the 
National Assembly Defense Committee, had am- 
ple opportunities for his criminal activities. So 
did Reicin, who was at first the head of Defense 
Intelligence, and later Deputy Minister of Na- 
tional Defense with responsibility for cadre 

"The Conspiratorial Center also made it possi- 
ble for reactionary officers to remain in the 
army, and they were raised to the highest com- 
manding posts. The plotters were in agree- 
ment with the reactionary policy of Benes, who 
desired to place the Czechoslovak Army in the 

280 



service of Western imperialists against the 
Czechoslovak people. 

"Slansky found it convenient to have Reicin 
in contact with reactionary officers Who re- 
turned from the West, like Gen. Bocek, who was 
condemned for high treason. Gen. Pika, and 
others. At the beginning of 1948 Benes in- 
structed Generals Pika and Hasal to prepare a 
register of reliable generals with whom he in- 
tended at the right moment to staff the most 
important posts in the Czechoslovak Army. 
Slansky and Reicin were informed about this, 
and because tills move was in line with their 
counterrevolutionary aims, they took no precau- 
tions. 

Benes and Slansky were agents of the Western 
imperialists and acted on their orders. Before 
the February events Slansky and Reicin, to- 
gether with tiie bourgeois clique, had. held prac- 
tically all key positions in the Army. After Feb- 
ruary 1948, more reactionary elements, such as 
Simon Drgac, Vladimir Srnec, and a number of 
others, received important army posts from the 
two accused. The accused Sling, who enlisted 
reactionary generals Novak, Kouril, and Budin 
into the services of the anti-State center, acted 
on the same lines in Brno. Sling, with the 
knowledge of Slansky, gave them instructions to 
man tank units with officers devoted to Slansky 
and his confederates. 

"The reactionary nature of these officers was 
camouflaged by their membership in the Com- 
munist Party, which was facilitated by the con- 
spirators. Similarly, the conspirators sabotaged 
the Party's political work in the army, so that 
the Party organizations could not unmask the 
reactionary activities of enemy elements in the 
army. The sabotage of the conspirators was 
equally dangerous in the field of organizational 
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structure and unification of equipment in the 
army. 

^'Reicin was engaged in espionage activities 
in the army, which he carried out with the full 
knowledge and consent of Slansky This base 
trBtor^ totead of guarding the army against 
espionage, himself infamously gave away hn- 
portant military secrets. Reicin supplied the 
U.S., British, and French military attaches with 
military secrets. He even arranged for these at- 
taches to visit military training schools and in- 
dustrial undertakings. 

**The aim of the Conspiratorial Center was to 
bring about a situation such that the army 
would be incapable of defending our Fatherland 
in the event of an attack on our country by 
the U.S. aggressors, so that the enemy could 
break through into our land and destroy all our 
people's work, so that the enemy could plunder 
ancT murder just as he has been doing in Korea. 

However, the Czechoslovak people have 
thwarted the traitor's plans, and the army, now 
under new leadership, is a tower of strength. 
Our people are ready to welcome the aggressor 
fully armed. 

"Reicin, a devoted agent of the Sicherheits- 
diehst,rwent to the Soviet Union, where he be- 
trayed the Czechoslovak people's interests and 
continued his treacherous activities as Slansky 's 
instrument and a lackey of all imperialist secret 
services until his arrest. The chain of evil that 
he has done is endless. Slansky and his gang 
took possession of the leading posts in the secu- 
rity organs in order to facilitate the subversive 
activities of the imperialist intelligence services 
and various hostile elements. Slansky posted 
Reicin in, the security services, although he 
knew that he was a war criminal who had tor- 
tured and robbed concentration camp prisoners. 
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"Svab himself was well informed about the 
ramifications of this Conspiratorial Center, and 
about its subversive activities, even when he 
was the head of the security section of the 
Communist Barty Central Secretariat. In his 
position as Deputy Minister of National Secu- 
rity, he received further information concerning 
the activities of individual members of the Con- 
spiratorial Center. He had important knowledge 
about Zionist organizations which were danger- 
ous imperialist agencies. - 

"All this information he passed on to Slansky, 
on whose orders he protected these evildoers, 
whom he handed various documents so that 
they could cover their activities. In particular, 
Slansky and Svab carefully hid their connec- 
tions with UJS. and Titoist espionage. 

When the widespread VS. and Titoist espio- 
nage net was discovered in Czechoslovakia, Svab 
was entrusted with investigating it* in the 
course of which he found out about Frejka's and 
Loebl's connection with Field. He conducted 
this investigation only formally, and the spies 
and traitors remained in their places. Svab 
suppressed all the evidence, which he even sup- 
plied to the conspirators, thus preventing their 
unmasking. He made the activities of a number 
of Trotskyites possible, particularly their so- 
called Grand Council and the interbrigade 
group, who had infiltrated themselves in the 
Ministry of National Security, and the Trotsky- 
ites in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

"The conspirators gave key posts in the security 
apparatus to old police officers, Zionists, and 
other hostile elements. The leadership in these 
activities was assumed by Slansky, whose direct 
subordinate was Svab. It is necessary to state 
that the conspirators have not succeeded in 
causing the breakdown in the security organs, 
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thanks to the large number of security officials 
faithful to the people and Party. 
>r "Slahsky, his anti-State Conspiratorial Center 
and other affiliated criminal elements, from the 
very beginning Of Czechoslovakia's liberation, de- 
veloped activities seeking the disruption of the 
People's Democratic regime in Czechoslovakia. 
Prom tile very outset, they worked in the service 
and according to instructions of the Western im- 
perialists, through Western agents. The num- 
ber of these agents was impressive. 
"However, among all these agents a special 

Elace is held by Kdnni Zilliacus, master of po- 
tical juggling. This apparently venerable gen- 
tleman travels through Europe, and his most 
heartfelt desire is to scatter all slanders spread 
in the West about the Soviet Union and the Peo- 
ple's Democracies. He introduces himself with 
the mask of a progressive labor member. 

"Zilliacus often came here as a guest. He will 
never come again; his act has ended. We have 
torn off his theatrical mask. Under it the true 
face of a political swindler and imperialist agent 
has appeared. He is an officer of the intelligence 
service whose fingers are to be found wherever 
intrigues against the people's rule are being 
plotted. He knows all the practices carried out 
by professional spies, and in his briefcase he car- 
ries, pledges written by his agents. He also 
brought such a pledge with him when he came to 

US. ■•-:■■'■••■:!■.' 

"We are offering the British workers our fra- 
ternal advice to beware of this gentleman. Slan- 
sky, of course, knew well who Zilliacus was. He 
knew that Zilliacus was an old master spy. The 
first meeting between Slansky and Zilliacus took 
place in 1946. and later they met in the autumn 
of 1947. This was an important meeting, not 
only because Slansky at that time gave Zilliacus 
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important and valuable espionage reports, but, 
primarily, because at this meeting it was agreed 
between Slansky and Zilliacus to establish firm 
ties between the anti-State center and the Gov- 
ernment circles of the Anglo-American imperial- 
ists. 

^Slansky himself stated this in his disposition. 
On that occasion Slansky and Zilliacus also 
agreed on the methods for the implementation 
of the imperialist plans, which consisted in ex- 
ploiting hostile elements within the Communist 
Party so as torestore capitalism and to liquidate 
the People's Democratic regime, In the Titbist 
manner. 

"Since this first meeting a very lively connec- 
tion grew up between Slansky and Zilliacus, for 
which Slansky used the courier service of the 
Foreign Office, as well as the services of his men 
m the Party and the Foreign Office — Geminder, 
Goldstuecker, Kratochvil, and Kavan. Thus, de- 
tailed espionage reports were sent to Zilliacus, 
and Zilliacus sent instructions back to Slansky 
in Czechoslovakia. -.■*"*?—* 

'•Slansky established contact between Zilliacus 
and other members of the center, particularly 
with Clementis and Frejka. Frejka, upon every 
one of Zilliacus' visits, gave him detailed espio- 
nage reports on the entire Structure of Czechoslo- 
vak economy and in 1947 handed over to Zillia- 
cus copies of important economic reports. : 

"We have heard how in 1948 Frejka, during Zil- 
liacus* visit, asked to be given more time for the 
preparation of a detailed espionage report or- 
dered by Slansky for Zilliacus. Not that he 
would not like to oblige Zilliacus, God forbid. 
But suclta diligent worker as Frejka could not 
prepare the espionage for the following report, 
which was rather lengthy and detailed, as re- 
quired by Slansky. This was his only worry!" 
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"The treacherous Frejka certainly did not for- 
get to disclose to Zilliacus the most important 
State secrets in the sphere of national economy, 
even if he had only had one day in which to do it. 

"After February 1948 Zilliacus came to us to 
find out for himself how the imperialist agency 
set up under his leadership in our country was 
doing. He came to examine the position. The 
inspection ended well. Slansky said: 4 I con- 
vinced Zilliacus that even then we maintained a 
friendly attitude.' 

"However, Zilliacus' responsibility was not 
confined to Czechoslovakia only, but also ex- 
tended to People's Democratic Poland, where he 
maintained contact with the imperialist agent 
Oomulka. and in Yugoslavia where he collabo- 
rated with Tito and his confederates. He used 
to go there as if to his own home and to his 
brethren. When Tito was unmasked by , the 
Cominform as a traitor, Zilliacus fully backed his 
protege. 

"Not even after Zilliacus openly took a stand 
in Titq's defense did Slansky and his anti-State 
center sever relations with him. Zilliacus is the 
strongest link between the anti-State center and 
the western imperialists, through whose medium 
the imperialists tried to usher Czechoslovakia in- 
to their camp and to transform our country into 
their colony, a springboard for the war being 
prepared against the Soviet Union. Even if the 
connection with Zilliacus represents the strong- 
est link, this is not the only link between the pon* 
spiratorial Center and the imperialists." 

Mordecal Oren met Pi Jade in Belgrade in 1948. 
Pijade told him that Slansky in Czechoslovakia 
and Oomulka in Poland backed the Titoist clique. 
In the same year Slansky and Pijade met during 
the bitter's official visit to Czechoslovakia, and 
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Slansky, assured him .that he was in agreement 
with Tito's policy. 

"We can rightly assume that the well known 
trawler and archspy, Zilliacus, did not fail to in- 
form the Titoists about Slansky's attitude." 

Out of the 14 accused, 11 have been charged 
with spying, and espionage is closely connected 
with high treason. The espionage contacts of 
Geminder, dementis, Frejka, Loebl, Margolius, 
London, Hajdu, Sling, and Simone with various 
agents have been proved. Behind all these 
names is hidden the betrayal of the country to 
the imperialists, especially the Americans, the 
sworn enemies of Czechoslovakia. 

"Beicin's activities were typical of the shame- 
less and impertinent work of the Titoist espio- 
nage network. His case showed on what sort of 
scoundrels the Titoists were relying. Beicin, 
whose life since the beginning of the occupation 
period! consisted of a chain of the basest acts of 
treason, proved a particularly suitable assistant 
of the Titoist agents. This agent of the Gestapo 
and the Sicherheitsdienst was certainly a suit- 
able tool to be employed in Imperialist espionage. 
Col. Ivanovic, who knew of Beicin's past used 
him as he liked, beginning with 1945. Beicin was 
passed on by one Yugoslav military attache to 
another. 

'"Hie trial has shown that the Titoist clique, 
first represented by Ivanovic and later by Ristic, 
acted immediately, beginning with 1945, as the 
prolonged arm of the TLS. imperialists. This was 
proved by the fact that Ivanovic's knowledge of 
Beicin's past was derived only from the UJ3. es- 
pionage service, for most members of the Gestapo 
and the Sicherheitsdienst fled with the Amer- 
icans. • 

"Ivanovic could claim the greatest merit for 
the fact that the Americans invaded Czechoslo- 
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m&toSJ?*?" 1 *? 1 M £ *° steal tne Stechovice 
files in order to get hold of the list of Gestam 
agente and informers. Reicin admitted hKf 
S^fffi?? WW informed him of the^SS 
iftfjg* to disrupt the People's Democra- 
camp transfer them into the imperialist 

«i3&. :i?lc * , S?J ? '. tile espionage activities of the 
tifi&FJESPl* ^ompletel&thout a ref SaSZ 
ntSlSJlS&SEF 'SflftS* because there ff ™ 
mutable evidence that the Americans made ■■«- 

tS^SSS^? 1 ^ J°L espio^|VlStfvitie?lroS 
a^SI*}* 6 /^ 08 of the restoration of Czecho- 
SSffSSfH^^Effiw 8 ^ ^dependence in 1945. 
Sfti2Gf' ? one * **>*£ JS* assisltance of the most 
22*25*** WW"* 8 of the Gestapo. Reicta's own 
statements, as well as the documents presented 

or the fact that Reicin betrayed the existent 
iv ft d «^ ati0 ? P f Rank's files to y «be Yugosla^ 
SSSTn* A few days later the UJS. ganSters ffil 
vaded Czechoslovakia and took away Ihe files 
which among other things contained Informal' 

Yi,£KL sh .°3 ed that 1^ was Ivanovic ancTthe 
Yugoslav espionage service which betraved fh* 

SSSSJSS % lon of thfstechovtc^fi^ 6 
S^v?SffiSt 1;lon , between ** United Stateslmd 
Sft thl?^ ^ ionage servlce wa * Proof of me 
§£ m *iJ£jjSi°* gaB P operated closely with 
iSS+SS^^^ts a , long times bef orethe pub- 
lication ^of the Cominfonn l resolution. ffReichi 
were not responsible for anything but the SandU 
ing over of the Stechovlce ffltesto the iK? S52l 

SSSffS^ W ° m deSer7e V» ^SthtnlSce 

"The espionage activities of the Blotters who 

faje access to the most confid^tial se^te of 

the State covered all spheres of P on^ca?h^and 
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'SSIEm?* ™? i° sefrve tne interests of theriLS. 
toperiallsts and to undermine the Republic's d£ 
fense capabilities. British, French, Israeli;!^ 
other channels were used byiflie plotters to pass 
on.their information to its final destinaiionjthe 
U.S. espionage service. •,...., -T^T^i r£ 

i«,22? njstpric^daysi of February 1948 were also 
important for the criminal machinations of the 
SSte Before February 1948 the Center ^S 
?i^ ra n£i ted «2 s a/eserve of the UJ3. imperir 
'IS&- ^ + ? d n °t niean that they were^ 
SE Ve ;,> 0n *^f eonteary, they gave their sup- 
£Sh *& reaction. Slansky closely cooperated 
witii the well known renegades Vilim andLaus- 
man, and supported the right-wing of the So- 

wh~ 1 5 ,, ^%J?E** Tne accused worked 
hand in gloye with the Benes clique. *>? 

'«*'*? ? i 1 * ,0ttel 5 thus assisted the. open agency 
2iJ2£ ^Pf rialists in the execution of its IS 
^}^ to the people^ directed toward W*Sr 
toration of capitalism. Slansky, however:. reS- 
ged what was not seen even by the cSmnSit 
Benes, namely, that the Commums^PaS^ 
**£*& strength and that it was boun*fo™ 
come ^eleading force in society. i? a 

hm^H n i? y * reaIiz ? d *that the bourgeoisie were 

■SSSt- t0 «f ftlI, ' a,M|, "' tl ft t their Putsch stood^o 
SK* 5 ?' 2? success. Slansky^ realized that ^a 
auffin atte nH k SPJS 8 * ^ P^tfe was out of the 
SHSSh. '22** *? 'therefore resorted to the em- , 
KKSSL?* tre^herous methods of disruption. 
fflftSSSSE 1 ^ *?* otters' center was waS- 
mg tor further developments. It was i bnlv^after 

fhbSS IP* tnat ^ Patter* P 'SSfi %££* 
imL c JX?L for ? e engaged fa the exedatioh^l Se 
88*32!* ^K % Gzechoslbvakia. Thevptot- 
™™J^ en *£krted^to extend their positions of 

S2!£ J «#i he J*l achtaer y of the State^and^ecof 
nomic life with Increased intensity. Slansky 
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admitted himself that he and his associates 
were out to usurp power in Czechoslovakia. ; 

"In pursuance of this aim the plotters worked 
to occupy the most important posts in both State 
and Party. The road leading toward the usur- 
pation of power by the plotters was, however, 
obstructed by the President of the Republic, all 
the, people, and above all the working class. As 
long as Gottwald is at the, helm of the State 
and the Party, the Republic will never be dragged 
back into capitalism. Every child in Czechoslo- 
vakia knows that very well. Slansky himself 
was aware of it, 

"It is clear that Slansky did not stop at this 
obstacle. He did not even hesitate to make 

S reparations for an attempt on the life of the 
eloved leader of the people, Gottwald. He left 
Pr; Haskovec, a Freemason and collaborationist, 
to act as GottwaM's physician. He admitted 
that it would have become necessary to get rid 
of Gottwald after the plotters accession to power. 
Slansky, that criminal capable of every dastard- 
ly deed, created a situation in which he held 
Gottwald's life in his claws. 

"All the accused have pleaded guilty, and they 
have had to do so because overwhelming evi- 
dence is available in court. They have ad- 
mitted what they had to admit in order to avoid 
appearing as ridiculous; figures in court Evi- 
dence available in court, as well as the admis- 
sions of all the accused, have fully proven how 
right the indictment was in every respect. 
Every individual accused is not only responsible 
for his own misdeeds, but also for those com- 
mitted by his associates. This has been partic- 
ularly proved in Slansky's case. 

"It is necessary to reply to the question how 
it was possible for the gang of plotters to be in 
a position to undermine the Republic so effec- 
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tively and to rconcealritheirn ba^^ crimes, agahwt 
the people, the Party and ti*e ^: security memr 
zation. It must be emphasized above, m. Mm 
the gangsters were uncovered) rather, quickly. , 

"The criminal gang gradually lost img L'POgr 
tion after another, funttl in tftr end Slansky 
himself, the head of the piotterSidWas ^unmasked. 
It was certainly not easyrto uncoyer^them. This 
was so because the plotters occupied posts ftpm 
which they shouldhave guarded>the,interests of 
the Party and State against the machinationaof 
ttie class enemy. Instead of doing this, they 
themselves engaged in such machinations and 
protected each other. They failed, howevey, to 
get hold of the Party. Only to a small ejctent 
did they succeed in penetrating the headquar- 
ters of the Party. All their attempts at masking 
and concealing their sinister activities were in 

the end futile. ',.«.,_ v^ \u 

"There is no fraud in which they would not 
have indulged. If necessary they^hid hehind a 
smokescreen. When people raised theiro voices 
against the Zionists, they shouted about the 
danger of anti-Semitism in order to hide the 
fact that they were pursuing the. class interests 
of the Jewish bourgeoisie and were working 
hand in glove with U.S. imperialism- througli^the 
medium of Zionism. The Party of Klement 
Gottwald smashed this gang of traitors in good 
time. Our people cannot be grateful enough 
to Comrade Gottwald for ; thet fact that he sya- 
tematically thwarted the criminal plans of! the 

glol^rs. with Bolshevik foresight and resolu- 

i^^The gang of plotters made preparations ^60 
stab the people in the baek M the eventofjan 
act of aggression against ? the Republic.: The 
accused criminalsare not onlyaenemieSi of Czech* 
oslovakia, but also of all peace-loving mankind. 
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Their unmasking and elimination is, therefore, 
not only a victory for Chechoslovakia, but is 
simultaneously a major defeat of the U.S. im- 
perialists and a further victory of the camp of 
peace and democracy. 

*The conspirators caused tremendous damage 
&J^~?5 eland ' damage amounting to billions. 
Despite thisjve are victoriously implementing 
the plan. The innumerable messages received 
S? m S» to™? during the past few days have 
displayed the firm resolution of the people to 
undo the damage caused by the agents of the 
imperialists^in i fee shortest possible time. The 
road, toward the continuation of peaceful re- 
construction has been cleared. The ranks of the 
Communist Party are closer than before!^ 

■ in the name of our nations, against whose 

freedom and happiness the crimiHalTroseT in 

XfJK e , of JPeace, against which they plotted 

»Vi a £?!f ly ' i,^*™ 1 the death sentence for 

• r? ft? cuse ^ ! No mercy should prevail!" 

Following the speech of the Prosecutor, the 

SS?-^? 6 ' and after the resumption of the court 
TSSS^^SEtf*. thC d6fenSe Pleade4 0n 
NOVEMBER 26, 1952 — AFTERNOON SESSION 

B J£ e flrst *£ address the Court in the afternoon 
HfSMF D ^ Vladimir Bartos, defending Slan- 
fky and Margolius, who was followed by Dr Voj- 
te^^Posmura defending Geminder, Svab, and 

a The next was Dr. Jaromir Ruzicka defendine 

HiPSJ 1 ? 1 st astny defending Prank, Clementts 

83Si8?& , «5 l,d S?* 11 *' by Dr - Vaclav Synek de- 
£ nd £f,? aJdu ' SMn l' and Pischl. All counsels 
£L« e defense emphasized that the court pro- 
ceedings have proven the evidence against the 
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accused to be irrefutable, and that the crimes 
are, on the whole, proved and confirmed by the 
fact that all the accused admitted their guilt in 
every respect. 

Individual counsels for the defense referred 
to the fact that the leader of the plotters' center 
was the accused Slansky, who issued orders to 
individual members of the conspiracy, and that 
the latter then worked in conformity with these 
orders. This, they said, is a mitigating circum- 
stance. 

The afternoon session of the Court was con- 
cluded with final statements of the accused. 
They all said they had no choice but to admit 
and to confirm their crimes once more. 

The Court then adjourned to resume the fol- 
lowing morning when the sentences were an- 
nounced. 

—END OF THE SEVENTH DAY OF THE TRIAL— 
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NOVEMBEE27, 1952 r- EIGHTH DAY OF a 
THE TRIAL — MORND«S SESSION >' t 

(Pronouncement hit' verdict ' :> '$M : 'iM^a^i ,J fay. 

lie, from November 20 to 27 the State QoWtih 
Prague; tried the criminal case agatost theiead- 
ersrWf ah Anti-State Combinatorial ,0entery Ru^ 
dolf Slansky and accomplices; pn^charges of the 
criminal offenses of high treason, espionage* 
sabotage, and military treason. . ; ' 

"Bearing in npMd the facts and guided by Art. 
161 of the Criminal Procedure Code, the Court 
has decided as follows: '"' , > 

Rudolf Slansky, born 1901, formerly Secretary 
General of the Communist Party of Czechoslo- 
vakia, at the time of his arrest Deputy 1 Premier 
of the Czechoslovak Republic; 

BedrichGeminder, born 1901, formerly head of 
the International Department, the Secretariat of 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of Czechoslovakia; * 

Ludvik Frejka, born 1904, formerly head of the 
Economic Section of the Chancellery of the 
President of the Czechoslovak Republic; 

Josef Frank, born 1909, formerly Deputy Seci- 
retary General of the Communist Party of 
Czechoslovakia; 

Vladimir. Clementis, born 1902, formerly For- 
eign Minister; 

Bedrich Reicin, born 1911; formerly Deputy 
Minister of National Defense; 

Karel Svab, born 1904, formerly Deputy Min- 
ister of National Defense; 

Arthur London, born 1915, formerly Deputy 
Foreign Minister; 

Vavro Hajdu, born 1913, formerly Deputy FOr- 
eignJkdinister; 
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Evzen Loebl, born 1907, formerly Deputy Min- 
ister of Foreign Trade; 

Rudolf Margolius, born 1913, formerly Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Trade; 

Otto Fiscal, born 1902, formerly Deputy Finance 
Minister; 

Otto Sling, born 1912, formerly Chief Secretary 
of the Brno Regional Committee of the Commu- 
nist Party of Czechoslovakia; 

Andre Simone, real name Otto Katz, born 1895, 
formerly on the editorial staff of RUDE PRAVO. 

"These men are all found guilty of the follow- 
ing offenses, carried out over a prolonged period 
up to the date of their arrest both in Prague and 
elsewhere. 

"In collaboration with one another and with 
other persons they tried to destroy the independ- 
ence of the Republic and the People's Democratic 
order guaranteed by the Constitution; in doing 
so they jeopardized this order to a considerable 
extent; and Slansky, Geminder, Frejka, de- 
mentis, Reicin, London, Hajdu, Loebl, Margolius, 
Sling, and Simone — Katz — have collaborated 
with one another and with other persons in get- 
ting in touch with a foreign power or with foreign 
agents with the intent of betraying State secrets; 
they did in fact surrender State secrets to a for- 
eign power; and they have committed this of- 
fense although the duty of keeping State secrets 
had either been expressly imposed on them or 
else derived from their very positions; they have 
committed these offenses in a particularly dan- 
gerous manner, on a considerable scale, and over 
a prolonged period; and Frejka, Clementis, Rei- 
cin, Hajdu, Sling, and Simone — Katz — com- 
mitted this offense as members of an organiza- 
tion whose aim it is to spy out State secrets. 

"Slansky, Frejka, Frank, Loebl, Margolius, and 
Fischl did not fulfill but violated the duties aris- 
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ing from their positions with the intent of 
thwarting or impeding the implementation of a 
concerted economic plan and of causing grave 
damage to the work of the authorities, public or- 
ganizations and enterprises. 

"As members of a group they committed acts 
which did in fact render more difficult the im- 
plementation of a concerted economic plan in 
sectors of special importance; and their work did 
in fact gravely disrupt the work of the authori- 
ties and extensively damage the interests of na- 
tional defense. 

"Slansky, Frank, and Reicin secured advan- 
tages for the enemy during the Second World 
War, and they did so under especially aggravat- 
ing circumstances. 

*'They have thus committed the following of- 

fPTlSGS* 

1 — All the accused have committed the crim- 
inal offense of high treason: Loebl, under Art. 12 
of the penal code and under Art. 1, Para. 1 — sec- 
tions A, C, and Para. 2 and 3 — sections one — of 
the Defense of the People's Democracy Act — 
Law. No. 231 of 1948; all other accused under Art. 
78, Para. 1 — sections A and C, Para. 2 — sections 
A and Z, and Para. 3 — section B — of the penal 
code; the accused Slansky, Reicin, and Sling 
moveover under Para. 3 — section D — of the 
same law. 

2 — Slansky, Geminder, Loeble, Clementis, Rei- 
cin, Frejka, Margolius, London, Hajdu, Sling, and 
Simone — Katz — have committed the criminal 
offense of espionage; Loebl, under Art. 12 of the 
penal code and under Art. 5, Para. 1, and Para. 2 
— sections B, C, D, and E of the Defense of the 
People's Democracy Act— Law No. 231 of 1948; 
the other accused under Art. 86, Para. 1, 2 — sec- 
tions A and B, and Para. 3 — sections B, D, and E 
of the penal code; Clementis, Reicin, Frejka, 

297 



Hadju, Sling, and Simone — Katz— moreover, 
under Para. 3 — section C — of the same law. 

3 — Slansky, Frank, Frejka, Loebl, Margolius, 
and Fischl nave committed the criminal offense 
of sabotage; Loebl under Art. 12 of the penal 
code and under Art. 36, Para. 1, and Para. 2 — 
sections B and C of the Defense of the People's 
Democracy Act— Law No. 231 of 1948; the other 
accused under Art. 85, Para. 1 — sections A and 
B, Para. 2 — sections A, B, and C, and Para. 3 
— section A of the penal code. 

4 — Slansky, Prank, and Reicin have committed 
the criminal offense of military treason under 
Art. 6, Para. 1 of Law No. 50 of 1923. 

"For these criminal offenses sentences are 
passed on them as follows: Rudolf Slansky, Bed- 
rich Geminder, Ludvik Frejka, Josef Frank, Vla- 
dimir dementis, Bedrich Reichin, Karel Svab, 
Rudolf Margolius, Otto Fischl, Otto Sling, and 
Andre Simone — Otto Katz — are sentenced to 
death under Art. 78, Para. 3 of the penal code; all 
of them except Karel Svab also with reference 
to Art. 22, Para. 1 of the penal code; 

"Arthur London and Vavro Hajdu under Art. 78, 
Para. 1 of the penal code and with reference to 
Art. 22, Para. 1 of the penal code; Evzen Loebl 
under Art. 1, Para. 3 of the Defense of the Peo- 
ple's Democracy Act — Law No. 231 of 1948; 

All three also under Art. 43 of the penal code of 
1850 insofar as this applies to Art. 21 Para. 1 of 
the penal code; also all three under Art. 29 Para. 
2; and Evzen Loebl also under Art. 12 of the penal 
code, to imprisonment for life. 

"All the accused moreover lose their citizenship. 
In the case of those sentenced to imprisonment 
the time spent under detention from the moment 
of their arrest shall be computed as part of their 
imprisonment. 

"Concerning the extent of the sentences: 
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"The death sentence of Slansky, Geminder, 
Frejka, Frank, Clementis, Reicin, Svab, Mar- 
golius, Fischl, Sling, and Simone is due to the 
depth of their betrayal of the people's trust, the 
extent of their cunning and infamy, and tp the 
exceptional danger created by their criminal acta 
to our society, which is building Socialism, and 
to all peace-loving people fighting for world 
peace and democracy. 

"Against these facts, which the court considers 
aggravating circumstances, the only extenuating 
circumstances is the confession by the afore- 
mentioned defendants. The court has therefore 
not enacted, in the case of these defendants, the 
provisions of Art. 29, Para. 2 of the penal code, 
believing them unjustified in this case. 

"The defendants are such enemies of the work- 
ing people that it is necessary to render them 
harmless by removing them from human society. 

— END OF THE TRIAL — 



The eleven sentenced to death were hanged on 
December 3, 1952. 
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